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BOARD OF MEDICINE

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The Board of Medicine is claiming an exclusion from the Administrative Process Act in accordance with § 9-6.14:4.1 C 4 (a) of the Code of Virginia, which excludes regulations that are necessary to conform to changes in Virginia statutory law where no agency discretion is involved.  The Board of Medicine will receive, consider and respond to petitions by any interested person at any time with respect to reconsideration or revision.

Title of Regulation:  18 VAC 85-50-10 et seq.  Regulations Governing the Practice of Physician Assistants (amending 18 VAC 85-50-10, 18 VAC 85-50-101, 18 VAC 85-50-130, 18 VAC 85-50-140, and 18 VAC 85-50-150.)

Statutory Authority:  § 54.1-2400 of the Code of Virginia.

Effective Date:  August 1, 2001.

Summary:

Pursuant to Chapter 465 of the 2001 Acts of Assembly, the board has amended the regulations for physician assistants to eliminate current requirements for a formulary of approved drugs and conform its requirements to provisions of law on expanded prescriptive authority.

Agency Contact:  Copies of the regulation may be obtained from William L. Harp, M.D., Executive Director, Board of Medicine, 6606 West Broad Street, 4th Floor, Richmond, VA 23230-1717, telephone (804) 662-9908.

18 VAC 85-50-10. Definitions.

A. The following words and terms shall have the meanings ascribed to them in § 54.1-2900 of the Code of Virginia:

Board

Physician assistant

B. The following words and terms when used in this chapter shall have the following meanings, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise:

"Committee" means the Advisory Committee on Physician Assistants as specified in § 54.1-2950.1of the Code of Virginia.

"Formulary" means the listing of categories of drugs which may be prescribed by the physician assistant according to this chapter.

"Group practice" means the practice of a group of two or more doctors of medicine, osteopathy, or podiatry licensed by the board who practice as a partnership or professional corporation.

"Institution" means a hospital, nursing home or other health care facility, community health center, public health center, industrial medicine or corporation clinic, a medical service facility, student health center, or other setting approved by the board.

"NCCPA" means the National Commission on Certification of Physician Assistants.

"Protocol" means a set of directions developed by the supervising physician that defines the supervisory relationship between the physician assistant and the physician and the circumstances under which the physician will see and evaluate the patient.

"Supervision" means:

1. "Alternate supervising physician" means a member of the same group or professional corporation or partnership of any licensee, any hospital or any commercial enterprise with the supervising physician.  Such alternating supervising physician shall be a physician licensed in the Commonwealth who has registered with the board and who has accepted responsibility for the supervision of the service that a physician assistant renders.

2. "Direct supervision" means the physician is in the room in which a procedure is being performed.

3. "General supervision" means the supervising physician is easily available and can be physically present within one hour.

4. "Personal supervision" means the supervising physician is within the facility in which the physician's assistant is functioning.

5. "Supervising physician" means the doctor of medicine, osteopathy, or podiatry licensed in the Commonwealth who has accepted responsibility for the supervision of the service that a physician assistant renders.

18 VAC 85-50-101. Requirements for a protocol.

A. Prior to initiation of practice, a physician assistant and his supervising physician shall submit a written protocol which spells out the roles and functions of the assistant.  Any such protocol shall take into account such factors as the number of patients, the types of illness treated by the physician, the nature of the treatment, special procedures, and the nature of the physician availability in ensuring direct physician involvement at an early stage and regularly thereafter.

B. The board may require information regarding the level of supervision, i.e. "direct," "personal" or "general," with which the supervising physician plans to supervise the physician assistant for selected tasks.  The board may also require the supervising physician to document the assistant's competence in performing such tasks.

C. If the role of the assistant includes prescribing for Schedule VI drugs and devices, the written protocol shall include those schedules and categories of drugs and devices that are within the approved formulary of this chapter and within the scope of practice and proficiency of the supervising physician.

18 VAC 85-50-130. Qualifications for approval of prescriptive authority.

An applicant for prescriptive authority shall meet the following requirements:

1. Hold a current, unrestricted license as a physician assistant in the Commonwealth;

2. Submit a protocol acceptable to the board as defined in 18 VAC 85-50-50 B 2 prescribed in 18 VAC 85-50-101.  This protocol must be approved by the board prior to issuance of prescriptive authority;

3. Submit evidence of successful passing of the NCCPA exam; and

4. Submit evidence of successful completion of a minimum of 35 hours of acceptable training to the board in pharmacology.

18 VAC 85-50-140. Approved formulary drugs and devices.

A. The approved formulary of drugs and devices which the physician assistant with prescriptive authority may prescribe, administer, or dispense manufacturer's professional samples shall include be in accordance with provisions of § 54.1-2952.1 of the Code of Virginia:

1. Schedule VI drugs and devices with exception of the following:

Radioactive drugs,

Ophthalmic aminoglycosides,

Ophthalmic steroids,

Any compound containing barbiturates;

2. No controlled substances defined by the state and federal Controlled Substances Acts as Schedule I through V.

B. The physician assistant may prescribe only those categories of drugs and devices included in the approved formulary and in the practice agreement as submitted for authorization.  The supervising physician retains the authority to restrict certain drugs within these approved categories.

C. The physician assistant, pursuant to § 54.1-2952.1 of the Code of Virginia, shall only dispense manufacturer's professional samples or administer controlled substances in good faith for medical or therapeutic purposes within the course of his professional practice.

18 VAC 85-50-150. Protocol regarding prescriptive authority.

A. A physician assistant with prescriptive authority may prescribe only within the scope of the written protocol as specified in 18 VAC 85-50-50 B 2 prescribed in 18 VAC 85-50-101.

B. A new protocol must be submitted with the initial application for prescriptive authority and with the application for each biennial renewal, if there have been any changes in supervision, authorization or scope of practice.
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