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Proposed Regulations

Proposed Regulations


BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL SOIL SCIENTISTS

Title of Regulation:  18 VAC 145-20-10 et seq.  Board for Professional Soil Scientists Regulations (amending 18 VAC 145-20-10, 18 VAC 145-20-70, 18 VAC 145-20-90, 18 VAC 145-20-100, 18 VAC 145-20-120, 18 VAC 145-20-130, 18 VAC 145-20-140, 18 VAC 145-20-160, and 18 VAC 145-20-170; adding 18 VAC 145-20-91, 18 VAC 145-20-111, and 18 VAC 145-20-151; repealing 18 VAC 145-20-20 through 18 VAC 145-20-50, 18 VAC 145-20-80, 18 VAC 145-20-110, and 18 VAC 145-20-150).

Statutory Authority:  §§ 54.1-201 and 54.1-2200 et seq. of the Code of Virginia.
Public Hearing Date:  August 16, 2001 - 10 a.m.
Public comments may be submitted until October 12, 2001.

(See Calendar of Events section

for additional information)

Agency Contact:  Karen W. O'Neal, Assistant Director, Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation, 3600 W. Broad Street, Richmond, VA 23230, telephone (804) 367-8537.

Basis: Section 54.1-201 of the Code of Virginia provides the authority for the board to promulgate regulations for those individuals who seek to be certified by the Commonwealth as professional soil scientists.  The content of the regulations is up to the discretion of the board, but shall not be in conflict with the purposes of the statutory authority (§ 54.1-2200 et seq. of the Code of Virginia).

Purpose: The public assumes that if a soil scientist is state certified, they have complied with education, experience and examination requirements.  In order to protect the public, the board desires to clarify the regulations so that those individuals seeking state certification in this profession can more easily understand the entry, renewal and reinstatement process.  The current regulations are repetitive and unclear in several places.  The board's intent is to more thoroughly define the type of experience needed for certification and to list the fees that are required for entry, for renewal and for reinstatement.  Applicants for certification are often confused by the current entry requirements.

Substance: The substantive changes to existing regulations include:

1. 18 VAC 145-20-10 is amended to add a definition for "qualifying experience" and "department."

2. 18 VAC 145-20-20, 18 VAC 145-20-30, 18 VAC 145-20-40 and 18 VAC 145-20-50 are repealed because the information is more appropriately explained in the sections that follow.

3. 18 VAC 145-20-80 is deleted and more appropriately placed following the examination section.

4. 18 VAC 145-20-90 is amended to provide examples of the type of work that will qualify as experience.  The board also expands the accepted qualifying experience by allowing applicants to submit experience from two or more of the outlined areas and adds laboratory studies and research/teaching to the accepted experience.  Finally, this section clarifies that credits used to meet education requirements may not be used to meet experience requirements.

5. 18 VAC 145-20-91 is language moved from 18 VAC 145-20-110 to more appropriately follow the qualifying experience section.

6. 18 VAC 145-20-100 is amended to require that the examination be administered at least twice a year.  Also to clarify that applicants approved for the examination shall take the examination within one year of approval versus the current two years.  Those who fail the examination may retake the exam or any part thereof within one year of the initial failure.  This change from two years to one year is justified because the examination is currently scheduled four times a year. The board believes this is sufficient time to pass all parts of the examination.

7. 18 VAC 145-20-110 is deleted because this language was moved to a more appropriate section.

8. 18 VAC 145-20-111 is language moved from 18 VAC 145-20-80.  This information regarding waiver from examination is more appropriately placed after the section regarding examinations.

9. 18 VAC 145-20-120 is amended since certificates now expire two years from the last day of the month in which they were issued.

10. 18 VAC 145-20-130 is amended to clearly list the procedures for renewal including language regarding the certificate holder's responsibility to inform the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation of his current mailing address.  This is necessary for the department to notify the regulant regarding renewal or other information.  This section also clarifies that when a certificate is revoked and an applicant applies again, the examination shall not be waived.

11. 18 VAC 145-20-140 is amended to clarify that if a regulant fails to renew within 180 days of the expiration date on the certificate, reinstatement procedures must be followed.  If the certificate is not renewed within 360 days, the regulant shall apply as a new applicant and meet the education, experience and examination requirements as determined by the board.

12. 18 VAC 145-20-150 is deleted because this information is covered in a previous section.

13. 18 VAC 145-20-151 is added to clearly state the fees for entry, examination, reexamination, renewal and reinstatement.  The addition of this chart sets this information apart.

14. 18 VAC 145-20-160 is amended to clarify that a certificate holder shall not submit false statements or fail to disclose facts for recertification.

15. 18 VAC 145-20-170 is amended to add a possible violation if the certificate holder fails to notify the board of a change of address within 30 days.  Language is added to clarify that the board may suspend or revoke a license when the regulant has been found to have violated any provision of Chapter 22 of Title 54.1 of the Code of Virginia or any regulation of the board.

Issues: The primary advantage of these regulations is the added public protection.  If a professional soil scientist is certified by the state, consumers of their services (individuals, businesses and government agencies) assume that the professional soil scientist has successfully complied with minimum entry requirements of education, experience and examination.  These regulations clarify those minimum requirements.  The applicant benefits because a wider scope of experience will be accepted.  The applicant should also benefit from improved clarity regarding the entry and renewal requirements.

Department of Planning and Budget's Economic Impact Analysis: The Department of Planning and Budget (DPB) has analyzed the economic impact of this proposed regulation in accordance with § 9-6.14:7.1 G of the Administrative Process Act and Executive Order Number 25 (98).  Section 9-6.14:7.1 G requires that such economic impact analyses include, but need not be limited to, the projected number of businesses or other entities to whom the regulation would apply, the identity of any localities and types of businesses or other entities particularly affected, the projected number of persons and employment positions to be affected, the projected costs to affected businesses or entities to implement or comply with the regulation, and the impact on the use and value of private property.  The analysis presented below represents DPB’s best estimate of these economic impacts.

Summary of the proposed regulation.  The Board for Soil Scientists (board) proposes to make several changes to the regulations.  These changes include: (i) adding research and teaching as a category for qualifying experience, (ii) eliminating the requirement that at least 50% of the qualifying experience be in one category, (iii) requiring that individuals who qualify to take the certification examination must pass it within one year of approval, instead of the current two year period, and (iv) requiring the applicant to retake and pass only those parts of the exam that he or she fails.

Estimated economic impact.  In order to qualify for certification, applicants must have a minimum amount of experience in soil evaluation.  The current regulations list what activities qualify for experience.  The board proposes to add “conducting research or teaching at an accredited institution of higher education the quality of which demonstrates to the board that the applicant is competent to practice as a professional soil scientist,” as qualifying experience.  Additionally, the current regulations require that at least 50% of the qualifying experience be in one category.  The proposed regulations require the same amount of total qualifying experience, but do not require that at least 50% of the experience be in one category.  Neither of these proposed changes reduce the amount of required soil science-related experience, but both broaden what can qualify as required experience.  The proposed changes may allow a small number of potential applicants to have the required amount of experience who might not have otherwise.  For these individuals, the proposed amendments are clearly beneficial.  Since the board reserves the right to require that the quality of the experience is such that it “demonstrates to the board that the applicant is competent to practice as a professional soil scientist,” the less restrictive language will not likely allow under-skilled individuals to become certified soil scientists and put the public at risk.  Thus, these proposed changes are likely to produce a small net economic benefit.

The board proposes to require that individuals who qualify to take the certification examination must pass it within one year of approval, instead of the current two-year period.  If the applicant does not pass the exam within the one-year period, a new application with updated information regarding convictions and board actions in other states, as well as a new application fee of $150, are required. This proposed change is clearly more restrictive and potentially costly for an applicant.  The benefit derives from the board’s ability to determine whether any convictions or board actions in other states have occurred during the second year; such events may persuade the board to deny the applicant permission to sit for the exam.  This may help protect the public by preventing a potentially unscrupulous or incompetent individual from becoming certified in Virginia.   There is insufficient data to determine whether the potential benefits outweigh the potential costs of this proposed change.

According to the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation (DPOR), the certification exam has two parts.  Under the current regulations, if either part is failed, the applicant must retake and pass both parts.  The proposed regulations would require the applicant to retake and pass only those parts that he or she fails.  This proposed change is clearly beneficial to applicants and is unlikely to put the public at risk.  Thus, this proposed change would likely produce a net benefit.

Businesses and entities affected.  The proposed amendments potentially affect the 99 licensed soil scientists1 in the Commonwealth, as well potential future licensees.

Localities particularly affected.  All Virginia localities are affected.

Projected impact on employment.  The proposed amendments are not expected to significantly affect employment.

Effects on the use and value of private property.  Some soil scientists may find it easier to satisfy the experience requirement for certification.  These soil scientists may be able to attract more business by becoming certified.  The potential increased business may increase the value of their practice.

Agency's Response to the Department of Planning and Budget's Economic Impact Analysis: The Board for Professional Soil Scientists concurs with the economic impact analysis.

Summary:

In addition to reorganizing and revising the regulations for clarity and ease of use, the proposed amendments (i) add research and teaching as a category for qualifying experience; (ii) eliminate the requirement that at least 50% of the qualifying experience be in one category; (iii) require that individuals who qualify to take the certification examination must pass it within one year of approval, instead of the current two-year period; and (iv) require the applicant to retake and pass only those parts of the exam that he fails.

18 VAC 145‑20‑10. Definitions.

The following words and terms, when used in this chapter, shall have the following meanings, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise.

"Board" means the Board for Professional Soil Scientists as established by Chapter 22, (§ 54.1‑2200 et seq.) of Title 54.1 of the Code of Virginia.

"Department" means the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation.

"Field study" means the investigation of a site to secure soils information by means of landscape analysis, and soil borings, excavations or test pits which are located plotted on a base map or other documents (e.g., aerial photographs, topographic maps, scaled site plans, subdivision plans, or narrative description of the location).

"Practice of soil evaluation" means the evaluation of soil by accepted principles and methods including, but not limited to, observation, investigation, and consultation on measured, observed and inferred soils and their properties; analysis of the effects of these properties on the use and management of various kinds of soil; and preparation of soil descriptions, maps, reports and interpretive drawings.

"Soil" means the groups of natural bodies occupying the unconsolidated portion of the earth's surface which are capable of supporting plant life and have properties caused by the combined effects, as modified by topography and time, of climate and living organisms upon parent materials.

"Soil evaluation" means plotting soil boundaries, describing and evaluating the kinds of soil and predicting their suitability for and response to various uses.

"Soil map" means a map showing distribution of soil types or other soil mapping units in relation to the prominent landforms and cultural features of the earth surface.

"Soil science" means the science dealing with the physical, chemical, mineralogical, and biological properties of soils as natural bodies.

"Soil scientist" means a person having special knowledge of soil science and the methods and principals of soil evaluation as acquired by education and experience in the formation, description and mapping of soils.

"Soil survey" means a systematic field investigation of the survey area that provides a soil evaluation and a system of uniform definitions of soil characteristics for all the different kinds of soil found within the study area, all of which are incorporated into a soil report which includes a soil map.

18 VAC 145‑20‑20. Procedural requirements. (Repealed.)

A. Each applicant is responsible for obtaining a current application package. All correspondence and requests for applications should be directed to:

Assistant Director

Board for Professional Soil Scientists

Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation

3600 West Broad Street

Richmond, Virginia 23230

(804) 367‑2785

B. Fully documented applications must be submitted with the appropriate fee(s) by applicants seeking consideration for certification no later than 90 days prior to the scheduled examination. The date the completely documented application and fees are received in the board's office shall determine if the application meets the deadline set by the board. Incomplete applications will be returned to the applicant.

C. Applicants who have been found ineligible for any reason, may request further consideration by submitting in writing evidence of additional qualifications, training or experience. No additional fee will be required provided the requirements for certification are met within a period of three years from the date the original application is received by the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation.

D. Members of the board may not serve as personal references, but they may be listed as persons who have supervised the work of the applicant.

E. The board may make further inquiries and investigations with respect to the qualifications of the applicant and all references, etc. to confirm or amplify information supplied.

F. Failure of an applicant to comply with a written request from the board for additional evidence or information within 60 days of receiving such notice, except in such instances where the board has determined ineligibility for a clearly specified period of time, may be sufficient and just cause for disapproving the application.

G. For the purpose of determining eligibility or requirements for examination or qualification for practice, a board may require a personal interview with the applicant.

H. Notice of examination. Each candidate will be sent a written notice of the time and place of any examination for which the candidate is eligible. Each candidate shall promptly notify the board as to whether the candidate intends to appear for the examination and pay the examination fee as instructed. Failure to so notify the board may result in loss of eligibility for that particular examination. Each examination fee shall be applied to the next scheduled examination and shall be forfeited for failure to notify the board or for failure to appear.

18 VAC 145‑20‑30. Determining qualifications of applicants. (Repealed.)
In determining the qualifications of an applicant for certification as a professional soil scientist, a majority vote of the board members who are soil scientists shall be required.

18 VAC 145‑20‑40. Fees. (Repealed.)
A. The following nonrefundable fees are required and shall not be prorated:

1. The application fee for certification shall be $150.

2. The fee for renewal of certification shall be $175.

3. The fee for taking the examination or reexamination for certification shall be $150.

4. The penalty fee for late renewal or reinstatement shall be $200.

B. Deadline for applications and examination fees. Fully documented, completed applications must be submitted with the proper application fee and received in the board's office no later than 90 days prior to the next scheduled exam. Examination and reexamination fees must be received in the board's office no later than 30 days prior to the next scheduled examination.

18 VAC 145‑20‑50. Applicability of certification program. (Repealed.)
The Certification Program for Professional Soil Scientists set forth in Chapter 22 of Title 54.1 of the Code of Virginia and this chapter is voluntary and shall not be construed to prohibit:

1. The practice of soil evaluation by individuals who are not certified soil scientists as defined in this chapter;

2. The work of an employee or a subordinate of a certified soil scientist or of an individual who is practicing soil evaluation without being certified; or

3. The practice of any profession or occupation which is regulated by another regulatory board within the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation.

18 VAC 145‑20‑70. Qualifications for examination.

An applicant shall satisfy one of the following criteria in order to qualify for the examination:

1. Hold a bachelor's degree from an accredited institution of higher education in a soils soil science curriculum (see 18 VAC 145-20-91) which has been approved by the board and have at least four years of experience in soil evaluation, the quality of which demonstrates to the board that the applicant is competent to practice as a professional soil scientist; or

2. Hold a bachelor's degree in one of the natural sciences and have at least five years of experience in soil evaluation, the quality of which demonstrates to the board that the applicant is competent to practice as a professional soil scientist; or

3. Have a record of at least eight years of experience in soil evaluation, the quality of which demonstrates to the board that the applicant is competent to practice as a professional soil scientist; or

4. Have at least four years of experience in soil science research or as a teacher of soils soil science curriculum in an accredited institution of higher education which offers an approved four‑year program in soils and at least two years of soil evaluation experience, the quality of which demonstrates to the board that the applicant is competent to practice as a professional soil scientist.

18 VAC 145‑20‑80. Waiver from examination through reciprocity or experience. (Repealed.)
Any person certified, registered or licensed as a soil scientist in any jurisdiction of the United States may be granted a Virginia certificate without written examination, provided that:

1. The applicant holds an unexpired certificate or its equivalent issued to him on the basis of equivalent requirements for certification in Virginia by a regulatory body of another state, territory or possession of the United States and is not the subject of any disciplinary proceeding before such regulatory body which could result in the suspension or revocation of his certificate, and such other regulatory body recognizes the certificates issued by this board; or

2. Any person who can verify on the forms provided a record of at least 10 years of experience in soil evaluation, the quality of which demonstrates to the board the applicant is competent to practice as a professional soil scientist.

18 VAC 145‑20‑90. Qualifying experience in soil evaluation.

A. An applicant must shall demonstrate at least one half of the required experience in one two or all more of the following areas:

1. Soil mapping. Compiling of soil maps representing at least 5,000 acres as a part of a soil survey or surveys with a formal mapping legend under the direct guidance of an experienced technical supervisor. Acceptable maps shall be maps in a published report, a report scheduled to be published or a report of a publishable quality; or

2. Soil evaluation. Conducting at least 20 soil evaluation usually from existing soil data for a specific land use, such as septic tank drain fields uses under the direct guidance of an experienced technical supervisor. Examples of such uses include, but are not limited to, on-site wastewater disposal, residential and commercial development, sanitary landfill sites, forestry production, or individual farm mapping for agriculture production, soil erosion and sediment control, shrink-swell or hydric soils. The experience shall be supervised by an individual with a minimum of a year's more experience than the applicant. The finished product shall have been submitted to a client or government agency (e.g., Health Department, Environmental Protection Agency, Environmental Impact Studies, Department of Environmental Quality, local planning commission); or

3. Field/Laboratory studies. Conducting at least 10 detailed field or laboratory studies which have been done under the supervision direct guidance of an individual with a minimum of a year's more experience than the applicant experienced technical supervisor. The field or laboratory study shall have resulted in a soil evaluation report that was accepted by the client or government agency.

4. Research/Teaching. Conducting at least one research project as part of a thesis or publication or teaching at least one full time course in a soil science curriculum at an accredited institution of higher education the quality of which demonstrates to the board that the applicant is competent to practice as a professional soil scientist.

B. The remaining required experience may be fulfilled in one or more of the following areas:

1. 5. Consulting (public/private). Assembling or compiling soil information either with existing data or field studies, and evaluating data for a specific land use. The work may be either done independently done or done under supervision. The At least three written report reports shall have been submitted to the client or government agency.

2. Soil mapping, soil evaluation, or field studies, as described above, which have been done independently or under supervision.

3. 6. Education. Each year of full‑time undergraduate study in a soils curriculum or related natural science may count as one‑half year of experience up to a maximum of two years. Each year of full‑time graduate study in a soils curriculum may count as one year of experience up to a maximum of two years. With a passing grade, 32 30 semester credit hours or 48 45 quarter credit hours is considered to be one year. No credit Credits used as to meet education credit requirements may also not be used as to meet experience credit requirements.

18 VAC 145-20-91. Core course requirements.

A. At least 15 semester hours selected from the identified courses below or the equivalent are required for course work or a degree core to be considered a soil science degree or a soil science related degree.

Intro to Crop and Soil Environmental Sciences

Soil Evaluation
Soil Genesis/Classification

Soils
Soil Fertility/Management

Soils Lab
Soil Fertility/Management Lab

Man and Environment
Soil/Groundwater Pollution

Soil Survey/Taxonomy
Soils for Waste Disposal

Soil Microbiology
Soil Microbiology Lab

Soil Resource Management
Forest Soils/Hydrology

Soil Chemistry
Clay Mineralogy

Topics in Soil Genesis
Soil Interpretations

Soil Seminar
Advanced Concepts in Soil 

Genesis

Special Studies (Soils 
Independent Studies (Soil 
Based)
Based)

Field Studies (Soils Based)
Soil Biochemistry

Soils and Land Use
Soil Geomorphology

Soil Physical and Colloidal
Soil Conservation

Chemistry

Soil - Plant Relations

Soil - Plant - Animal Interrelationships in Grasslands

Aluminum Chemistry in the Soil System

Soil Physics or Physical Properties

B. An applicant may petition the board in writing to review the syllabus and other supporting documents of a course not listed in subsection A of this section for academic credit. The course shall contain content to enhance the knowledge of the applicant in the study of soils. The applicant must demonstrate course equivalency in order to receive academic credit.

18 VAC 145‑20‑100. Examination.

A. A board‑approved examination shall be administered at least once twice a year, at a time designated by the board department.

B. An applicant must meet all eligibility requirements as of the date the application is filed with the board department.

C. A candidate who is unable to take the examination at the time scheduled must notify the board in writing prior to the date of the examination; such a candidate will be rescheduled for the next examination without additional fee. Failure to so notify the board department will result in forfeiture of the examination or reexamination fee.

D. A candidate who has not appeared for an examination after the first written notice regardless of reasons, will not be sent another examination notice until the candidate submits a written request to be rescheduled.

E. A candidate who does not appear for an examination within two years of approval will be ineligible to sit for an examination. Individuals wishing to sit for an examination will be required to submit a new application with fee in accordance with this chapter.

D. A candidate approved to take an examination shall do so within one year of the date of approval or submit a new application and fee in accordance with these regulations.

F. E. Candidates will be notified of passing or failing the examination. No scores will be reported to candidates. Only the board and its staff shall have access to examination papers, scores and answer sheets.
G. F. Upon payment of the reexamination fee, a candidate who is unsuccessful in passing an fails the examination will or any part thereof shall be allowed to retake any examination(s) given the failed examination or any part thereof within two years one year of the date of initial failure notification of initial unsuccessful examination results. After the two-year one-year period has elapsed, an applicant will shall be required to submit a new application with and fee in accordance with this chapter in order to take an the examination.

18 VAC 145‑20‑110. Core course requirements. (Repealed.)

A. At least 15 semester hours selected from the identified courses below or the equivalent are required for course work or a degree core to be considered a soil science degree or a soil science related degree.

Intro to Crop and Soil Environmental Sciences

Soil Evaluation

Soils

Soils Lab

Man and Environment

Soil Survey/Taxonomy

Soil Microbiology

Soil Resource Management

Soil Chemistry

Topics in Soil Genesis

Soil Seminar

Special Studies (Soils Based)

Field Studies (Soils Based)

Soils and Land Use

Soil Physical and Colloidal Chemistry

Soil ‑ Plant Relations

Soil ‑ Plant ‑ Animal Interrelationships in Grasslands

Aluminum Chemistry in the Soil System

Soil Conservation

Soil Physics or Physical Properties

Soil Genesis/Classification

Soil Fertility/Management

Soil Fertility/Management Lab

Soil/Groundwater Pollution

Soils for Waste Disposal

Soil Microbiology Lab

Forest Soils/Hydrology

Clay Mineralogy

Soil Interpretations

Advanced Concepts in Soil Genesis

Independent Studies (Soil Based)

Soil Biochemistry

Soil Geomorphology

The applicant must demonstrate course equivalency.

B. An applicant may petition the board in writing to review for academic credit the syllabus and other supporting documents of a course not listed in subsection A of this section. The course shall contain content to enhance the knowledge of the applicant in the study of soils.

18 VAC 145-20-111. Waiver from examination through reciprocity or experience.

An applicant qualified to take the examination may be granted a Virginia certificate without written examination, provided that:

1. The applicant holds an unexpired professional soil scientist certificate or equivalent issued on the basis of equivalent requirements for certification in Virginia, by a regulatory body of another state, territory or possession of the United States and is not the subject of any disciplinary proceeding before such regulatory body which could result in the suspension or revocation of his certificate, and such other regulatory body recognizes the certificates issued by this board, or

2. The applicant can verify a record of at least 10 years of experience as set forth in 18 VAC 145-20-90 in soil evaluation that demonstrates to the board that the applicant is competent to practice as a professional soil scientist.

PART III.
RENEWAL OF CERTIFICATE RENEWAL/REINSTATEMENT AND FEES.

18 VAC 145‑20‑120. Expiration.

Certificates issued by the board under this chapter shall expire on June 30 of each odd‑numbered year following the date of issuance. Certificate holders shall be notified by mail of the fee and the procedure for renewal at least 45 days before the date the certificate expires. Certificate holders must submit the renewal notice and appropriate fee before the certificate expires two years from the last day of the month in which they were issued, as indicated on the certificate.

18 VAC 145‑20‑130. Procedures for renewal.

A. If the renewal fee is not received by the board within 30 calendar days following the expiration date noted on the certificate, a penalty fee of $200 shall be required in addition to the regular renewal fee. No certificate may be renewed more than six months following the date of expiration.

B. A. The department shall mail a renewal notice to the certificate holder at the last known address of record at least 30 days prior to expiration. Failure to receive written this notice from the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation does not relieve the certificate holder from the requirement to renew the certificate. If the certificate holder fails to receive the renewal notice, the certificate holder may submit a copy of the certificate shall be submitted with the required fee in lieu of the renewal notice. A certificate holder shall keep the department informed of his current mailing address. Change of address shall be reported to the department in writing within 30 calendar days of the change.
B.  If the renewal fee is not received by the department within 30 calendar days following the expiration date noted on the certificate, a late renewal fee of $25 shall be required in addition to the regular renewal fee. If the certificate is renewed after 30 days from the expiration date and prior to 180 days of the expiration date, the effective date of the renewal shall be the original renewal date. No certificate may be renewed more than 180 days following the date of expiration noted on the certificate.

C. The date a fee is received by the department of Professional and Occupational Regulation or its agent will be used to shall determine whether a penalty late renewal fee or the requirement for reinstatement or reapplication is applicable.

D. Suspended certificates are not renewable A certificate suspended by board order shall not be renewed until reinstated by the board the period of suspension has ended and all terms and conditions of the board's order have been met. Individuals renewing certificates within 30 days after the suspension is lifted will not be required to pay a late fee.
E. A revoked certificate cannot be renewed. An individual whose certificate has been revoked must file a new application and obtain approval of the board to recover certification. Examination shall not be waived.
18 VAC 145‑20‑140. Reinstatement.

A. If the certificate holder fails to renew the certificate renewal fee and late renewal fee are not received by the department within six months 180 days following his the expiration date noted on the certificate, the certificate holder shall no longer be considered a certificate holder and will be required to apply for certificate reinstatement. The applicant will be required to show the board that he meets shall meet the current eligibility standards for certification as a professional soil scientist. The applicant may apply by examination or by reciprocity. The board may also require reexamination. The application fee for reinstatement shall be an amount equal to include the regular renewal fee plus the $200 penalty reinstatement fee.

B. After 36 months from the date of expiration If the reinstatement fee is not received by the department within 360 days following the expiration date noted on the certificate, the applicant must shall apply as a new applicant, and meet all current education and, experience, and examination requirements and pass the current examination as may be required by the board.

18 VAC 145‑20‑150. Reissuance of certificate. (Repealed.)

An individual whose certificate has been revoked must file a new application and obtain approval of the board to regain certification. Reexamination shall be required.

18 VAC 145-20-151. Fees.

Checks or money orders shall be made payable to the Treasurer of Virginia. All fees required by the board are nonrefundable. In the event that a check, money draft or similar instrument for payment of a fee required by statute or regulation is not honored by the bank or financial institution named, the applicant or regulant shall be required to remit fees sufficient to cover the original fee, plus the additional processing charge specified below:


Fee Type

When due
Amount due

New application
with application
$150

Examination fee
upon approval for exam
$150

Reexamination fee
Upon request to be rescheduled for exam
$75 for each part

Renewal fee
With renewal card
$175

Late renewal fee
30 days after date of expiration
$25

Reinstatement fee
180 days after date of expiration
$200

Dishonored check fee
With replacement check
$25

PART IV.
STANDARDS OF PRACTICE AND CONDUCT.

18 VAC 145‑20‑160. Professional conduct.

A certified professional soil scientist:

1. Shall not submit any false statements, make any misrepresentations or fail to disclose any facts requested concerning any application for certification or recertification.

2. Shall not engage in any fraud or, deceit or misrepresentation in advertising, in soliciting or in providing professional services.

3. Shall not knowingly sign, stamp, or seal any plans, drawings, blueprints, surveys, reports, specifications, maps or other documents not prepared or reviewed and approved by the certificate holder.

4. Shall not knowingly represent a client or employer on a project on which he the certificate holder represents or has represented another client or employer without making full disclosure thereof.

5. Shall express a professional opinion only when it is founded on adequate knowledge of established facts at issue and based on a background of technical competence in the subject matter.

6. Shall not knowingly misrepresent factual information in expressing a professional opinion.

7. Shall immediately notify the client or employer and the appropriate regulatory agency if his the certificate holder's professional judgment is overruled and not adhered to in the use of all reasonable means necessary to advise when advising appropriate parties of any circumstances of a substantial threat to the public health, safety, or welfare.

8. Shall exercise reasonable care when rendering professional services and shall apply the technical knowledge, skill and terminology ordinarily applied by practicing soil scientists.

18 VAC 145‑20‑170. Grounds for suspensions, revocation, denial of application, renewal or other disciplinary action.

A. The board has the power to fine any certificate holder or to revoke or suspend any certificate at any time after a hearing conducted pursuant to the Administrative Process Act, § 9‑6.14:1 et seq. of the Code of Virginia, when the person is found to have:

1. Committed fraud or deceit in obtaining or attempting to obtain certification.

2. Committed any violation, or cooperated with others in violating 18 VAC 145‑20‑160 of the Standards of Practice and Conduct, or any other regulations of the board, or governing statutes of the board.

3. 2. Performed any act in the practice of his profession likely to deceive, defraud or harm the public.

4. 3. Committed any act of gross negligence, incompetence, or misconduct in the practice of soil science.

5. 4. Been convicted of a felony under the terms specified in § 54.1‑204 of the Code of Virginia.

The board may suspend or revoke a certificate or may fine a certificate holder when the certificate holder has been found to have violated or cooperated with others in violating any provisions of Chapter 22 (§ 54.1-2200 et seq.) of Title 54.1 of the Code of Virginia or any regulation of the board.

B. The board may, in its discretion, refuse to grant, renew or reinstate a certificate of any person for any of the reasons specified in subsection A of this section, § 54.1-2200 et seq. of the Code of Virginia and this chapter.

NOTICE:  The forms used in administering 18 VAC 145-20-10 et seq., Board for Professional Soil Scientists Regulations, are listed below. Any amended or added forms are reflected in the listing and are published following the listing.

FORMS

Application for Certification as a Virginia Certified Professional Soil Scientist Certification Application (with instructions), 34CERT (eff. 7/00).

Experience Log, 34EXP (eff. 7/00).


[image: image1.jpg]Commonwealth of Virginia

Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation
3600 West Broad Street

Post Office Box 11066

Richmond, Virginia 23230-1066

(804) 367-2785

Board for Professional Soil Scientists
PROFESSIONAL SOIL SCIENTIST CERTIFICATION APPLICATION

Fee $150.00
A check or money order payable to the TREASURER OF VIRGINIA, or
a completed credit card insert must be mailed with your application package.
APPLICATION FEES ARE NOT REFUNDABLE.
1. Name
First Middle Last Generation
(SR, JR, Ill, etc.)
Social Security Number * = -
. Date of Birth
4. Street Address (PO Box not accepted)
City, State, Zip Code
E-mail Address
6. Telephone & Facsimile Numbers () 5 () = ) =
Telephone Facsimile Beeper/Cellular
7. Are you applying for an examination waiver based on your ability to verify ten years of experience in soil evaluation?
No O

Yes [J Ifyes, skip to question #10. Please complete and attach an Experience Log, documenting at least ten
years of experience in soil evaluation, the quality of which must demonstrate to the Board that you are
competent to practice as a Professional Soil Scientist. The soil evaluation experience must meet the
requirements in 18 VAC 145-20-90 of the Board for Professional Soil Scientists Rules and
Regulations.

8. How are you applying for certification as a Professional Soil Scientist?

Examination O
Reciprocity [ Reciprocity applicants should skip to question #11.

9. Which of the following education/experience requirements are you using to qualify for the soil science examination?
Select only one.

[J Bachelor's degree in a soils curriculum (see 18 VAC 145-20-110 in the Board for Professional Soil Scientists
Rules and Regulations) and at least four years of experience in soil evaluation ;
Bachelor's degree in one of the natural sciences and at least five years of experience in soil evaluation *;
Eight years of experience in soil evaluation *; or
Four years of experience in soil science research or as a teacher of a soils curriculum in an accredited
institution of higher education which offers an approved four-year program in soils and at least two years of
experience in soil evaluation .

ooo

¢ Please complete and attach an Experience Log, documenting your experience in soil evaluation, the quality of
which must demonstrate to the Board that you are competent to practice as a Professional Soil Scientist. The soil
evaluation experience must meet the requirements in 18 VAC 145-20-90 of the Board for Professional Soil
Scientists Rules and Regulations. Credit used as education credit may not also be used as experience credit.

DATE FEE CLASS OF FEE LICENSE NUMBER ISSUE DATE

iy 3401
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[image: image2.jpg]10.  Education® (excluding high school) used to meet education requirements or convert to experience pursuant to 18
VAC 145-20-90.B.3 of the Board for Professional Soil Scientist Rules and Regulation. List in chronological order.

Beginning [ Ending Graduate
Month/ [ Month/ Hours Degree
Name of Institution Year Year Major Completed Received

¢ A certified/official transcript or other notarized document verifying the completion of the required courses
and/or degrees must be submitted to the Board for Professional Soil Scientists.

11. Have you passed a soil science examination in any other jurisdiction?

No O
Yes [J Ifyes, list the jurisdiction and the month/year the examination was administered.

12. Do you hold a current Professional Soil Scientist license, certification or registration from another state?

No (O
Yes [0 Ifyes, please complete the following table. You are also required to submit an original Certification of
Licensure/Letter of Good Standing <, dated within the last 60 days, from each state.

License, Certification or
State Registration Number Expiration Date

** Certifications/Letters must include: 1) the licenselcertification/registration number; 2) the initial date of licensure; 3) the expiration
date of the license or renewal fees; 4) the means of obtaining licensure (i.e., exam, reciprocity, etc.) and the minimum requirements
that were met to qualify for licensure; 5) all closed disciplinary actions resulting in violations or undetermined findings; and 6) an
original authorized signature and board/department seal.

13. Do you hold an expired Professional Soil Scientist license, certification or registration from another state?

No 0O
Yes [J Ifyes, please complete the following table. You are also required to submit an original Certification of
Licensure/Letter of Good Standing %, dated within the last 60 days, from each state.

License, Certification or
State Registration Number Expiration Date

** Certifications/Letters must include: 1) the licenselcertification/registration number; 2) the initial date of licensure; 3) the expiration
date of the license or renewal fees; 4) the means of obtaining licensure (i.e., exam, reciprocity, etc.) and the minimum requirements
that were met to qualify for licensure; 5) all closed disciplinary actions resulting in violations or undetermined findings; and 6) an
original authorized signature and board/department seal.

14. Personal references. One of the three references must be a qualified or licensed/certified/registered soil scientists.

Telephone Certificate Number/
Name Address Number(s) Certified? State

34CERT (7/18/00) 2it3 Board for Professional Soil Scientists/CERT APP
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[image: image3.jpg]15. Have you ever been subject to a disciplinary action imposed by any (including Virginia) local, state or national
regulatory body?

No O

Yes [0 Ifyes, list the jurisdiction in which the disciplinary action took place and the license number. Provide
an explanation of events, including a description of the disciplinary proceeding and the type of
sanctions that were imposed (i.e., suspension, revocation, voluntary surrender of license, monetary
penalty, fine, reprimand, etc.). Attach copies of any correspondence or documentation (including a
copy of the final order, decree or case decision) related to this matter. If necessary, you may attach a
separate sheet of paper.

16. A. Have you ever been convicted in any jurisdiction of any felony? Any guilty plea or plea of nolo contendere must be
disclosed on this application. Do not disclose violations that were adjudicated as a minor in the juvenile court
system.

WO Yes [0 Ifyes, please provide the information requested in #16.C.

B. Have you ever been convicted in any jurisdiction of any misdemeanor? Any guilty plea or plea of nolo contendere
must be disclosed on this application. Do not disclose violations that were adjudicated as a minor in the juvenile
court system.

No O Yes [J Ifyes, please provide the information requested in #16.C.

C. If you answered "yes" to either question #16.A. or #16.B., list the felony and/or misdemeanor conviction(s). Attach a
copy of all applicable criminal conviction, state police and court records; information on the current status of
incarceration, parole, probation, etc.; and any other information you wish to have considered with this application
(i.e., reference letters, documentation of rehabilitation, etc.). If necessary, you may attach a separate sheet of
paper.

17. |, the undersigned, certify that the foregoing statements and answers are true, and | have not suppressed any
information that might affect the Board's decision to approve this application. | will notify the Department if | am
subject to any disciplinary action or convicted of any felony or misdemeanor charges (in any jurisdiction) prior to
receiving the requested certification. | also certify that | understand, and have complied with, all the laws of Virginia
related to professional soil scientist certification under the provisions of Title 54.1, Chapter 22 of the Code of Virginia
and the Virginia Board for Professional Soil Scientist Rules and Regulations.

Signature Date

# State law requires every applicant for a license, certificate, registration or other authorization to engage in a business, trade, profession or occupation issued by the
Commonweatth to provide a social security number or a control number issued by the Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles.
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[image: image4.jpg]BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL SOIL SCIENTISTS
Introduction

The Board for Professional Soil Scientists would like to welcome you to its certification program.

Application Requirements

Applicants must complete a current application package to be eligible for Virginia Professional Soil Scientist
Certification. All correspondence should be directed to:

Assistant Director
Board for Professional Soil Scientists
3600 West Broad Street
Richmond, Virginia 23230-4917
Telephone: (804) 367-2785
Facsimile: (804) 367-2474

Applications must be submitted with the appropriate fee no later than 90 days prior to a scheduled examination. The
date the completed application and fees are received in the board office determines whether the applicant meets the
application deadline. Incomplete applications will be returned to the applicant.

Members of the Board for Professional Soil Scientists may not serve as personal references; however, board
members may be shown as persons who have supervised the work of the applicant.

A majority vote of the Board for Professional Soil Scientists is required to grant certification to an applicant. To
determine eligibility for examination or certification, the board may require a personal interview with the applicant.
The board may make further inquiries and investigations to confirm or amplify application information. The failure of
any applicant to comply with a written request by the board for additional evidence or information within 60 days of
receiving such notice, except in such instances where the board has determined ineligibility for a clearly specified
period of time, may be sufficient and just cause for disapproving the application. Applicants found to be ineligible
may request further consideration by submitting, in writing, evidence of additional qualifications, training, or
experience. No additional fee will be required, provided the requirements for certification are met within 12 months
from the date the original application was received.

Examination Notices and Fees

Each candidate will be sent a written notice of the time and place of the examination for which the candidate is
eligible. Candidates shall promptly notify the board as to whether they intend to appear for the examination. Failure
to notify the board may result in loss of eligibility for that particular examination. Each examination fee shall be
applied to the next scheduled examination and shall be forfeited for failure to notify the board or for failure to appear.

SHINTRC (7118/00) Board for Professional Soil Scientists/INTRO SHEET
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[image: image5.jpg]Examination and reexamination fees must be received in the board office no later than 30 days prior to the next
scheduled examination.

Applicability of Certification Program
The voluntary certification program for Professional Soil Scientists as set forth in Chapter 22, Title 54.1 of the Code
of Virginia shall not be construed to prohibit:

1. The practice of soil evaluation by individuals who are not certified soil scientists as defined in the Board for
Professional Soil Scientist Rules and Regulations.

2. The work of an employee or a subordinate of a certified soil scientist or of an individual who is practicing soil
evaluation without being certified.

3. The practice of any profession or occupation which is regulated by another regulatory board within the
Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation.

SANTRC (7118100) Board for Professional Soil Scientists/INTRO SHEET
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[image: image6.jpg]Commonwealth of Virginia

Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation
3600 West Broad Street

Post Office Box 11066

Richmond, Virginia 23230-1066

DEPARTMENT OF PROFESSIONAL AND OCCUPATIONAL REGULATION

(804) 367-2785
Board for Professional Soil Scientists
EXPERIENCE LOG
Page of
1. Name
First Middle Last Generation
(SR, JR, IIl, etc.)
2. Social Security Number* [ [ [ J-[ [ J-[ T T[]

Prior to entering information on this form, please make several photocopies of this blank form to ensure that you have
additional forms to accommodate all your experience entries. Please be sure to number the pages according to the total
number submitted (i.e., 1 of 3, 2 of 3, etc.) in the upper right-had comer. Enter your most recent experience first.

Starting [ Ending
Month | Month Name & Signature of Supervisor/ Position Title
& Year | & Year Name & Address of Employer Detailed Position Description

Name Title
Signature Position Description

Tgpe of Experience
(Check all that apply)

Employer's Name & Address
Soil Mapping |[§)
Soil Evaluation

0O
Field Study a
O

Consulting
Name Title
Signature Position Description
Tgpe of Experience
(Checkall that apply) | Epiover's Name & Address
Soil Mapping O
Soil Evaluation (O
Field Study (]
Consulting [
Name Title
Signature Position Description
Tgpe of Experience
(Checkall tiatapply) |Emolover's Name & Address
Soil Mapping O
Soil Evaluation

(]
Field Study O
O

Consulting

* State law requires every applicant for a license, certificate, registration or other authorization to engage in a business, trade, profession or occupation issued by the
Commonwealth to provide a social security number or a control number issued by the Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles.
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