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BOARD OF MEDICINE

Title of Regulation: 18 VAC 85-20. Regulations Governing the Practice of Medicine, Osteopathy, Podiatry, and Chiropractic (amending 18 VAC 85-20-131).

Statutory Authority: §§ 54.1-2400 and 54.1-2956.9 of the Code of Virginia.
Effective Date: December 5, 2001.
Summary:

The amendments replace emergency regulations establishing that of the 200 hours of acupuncture training required for doctors of medicine, osteopathy, podiatry and chiropractic to practice acupuncture, 50 hours must be in clinical practice. Physician acupuncturists licensed prior to July 1, 2000, are not required to obtain the 50 hours of clinical practice.

Summary of Public Comments and Agency's Response: No public comment was received by the promulgating agency.

Agency Contact: William L. Harp, M.D., Executive Director, Board of Medicine, Southern States Building, 6606 W. Broad Street, 4th Floor, Richmond, VA 23230-1717, telephone (804) 662-9908.

18 VAC 85-20-131. Requirements to practice acupuncture.

A. To be qualified to practice acupuncture, licensed doctors of medicine, osteopathy, podiatry, and chiropractic shall first have obtained at least 200 hours of instruction in general and basic aspects of the practice of acupuncture, specific uses and techniques of acupuncture, and indications and contraindications for acupuncture administration. After [ (insert the effective date of this regulation) December 5, 2001 ], at least 50 hours of the 200 hours of instruction shall be clinical experience supervised by a person legally authorized to practice acupuncture in any jurisdiction of the United States. Persons who held a license as a physician acupuncturist prior to July 1, 2000, shall not be required to obtain the 50 hours of clinical experience.
B. A podiatrist may use acupuncture only for treatment of pain syndromes originating in the human foot.

VA.R. Doc. No. R01-28, Filed October 16, 2001, 4:35 p.m.
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