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DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY

Safety and Health Codes Board

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE:  The following regulations are exempt from the Administrative Process Act in accordance with § 2.2-4006 A 4 c of the Code of Virginia, which excludes regulations that are necessary to meet the requirements of federal law or regulations, provided such regulations do not differ materially from those required by federal law or regulation.  The Safety and Health Codes Board will receive, consider and respond to petitions by any interested person at any time with respect to reconsideration or revision.

Title of Regulation: 16 VAC 25-175. Construction Industry Standards - Steel Erection and Fall Protection (amending 16 VAC 25-175-1926.750 through 16 VAC 25-175-1926.759, 16 VAC 25-175-1926.760 (d) and (e), 16 VAC 25-175-1926.761, and 16 VAC 25-175-1926.500.)

Statutory Authority: § 40.1-22 (5) of the Code of Virginia.

Effective Date: January 18, 2002.

Summary:

Federal OSHA revised Subpart R of the Construction Industry Standards (29 CFR Part 1926) to enhance occupational protections provided to workers engaged in steel erection and to update the general provisions that address steel erection. The regulation sets performance-oriented criteria, where possible, to protect employees from steel erection related hazards in the areas of hoisting and rigging, structural steel assembly, beam and column connections, joist erection, systems-engineered metal building erection, fall protection and training.

The revised final steel erection standard modifies and strengthens the standard it replaces in a number of areas. Key provisions of the revised steel erection standard include:

Site Layout and Construction Sequence

Requires certification of proper curing of concrete in footings, piers, etc. for steel columns.

Requires controlling contractor to provide erector with a safe site layout including pre-planning routes for hoisting loads.

Site Specific Erection Plan
Requires pre-planning of key erection elements, including coordination with controlling contractor before erection begins, in certain circumstances.

Hoisting and Rigging
Provides additional crane safety for steel erection.

Minimizes employee exposure to overhead loads through pre-planning and work practice requirements.

Prescribes proper procedure for multiple lifts (Christmas-treeing).

Structural Steel Assembly
Provides safer walking/working surfaces by eliminating tripping hazards and minimizes slips through new slip resistance requirements.

Provides specific work practices regarding safely landing deck bundles and promoting the prompt protection from fall hazards in interior openings.

Column Anchorage

Requires 4 anchor bolts per column along with other column stability requirements.

Requires procedures for adequacy of anchor bolts that have been modified in the field.

Beams and Columns

Eliminates extremely dangerous collapse hazards associated with making double connections at columns.

Open Web Steel Joists
Requirements minimizing collapse of lightweight steel joists by addressing need for erection bridging and method of attachment.

Requirements for bridging terminus anchors with illustrations and drawings in a non-mandatory appendix (provided by Steel Joist Institute)

New requirements to minimize collapse in placing loads on steel joists.

Systems-Engineered Metal Buildings
Requirements to minimize collapse in the erection of these specialized structures which account for a major portion of steel erection in this country.

Falling Object Protection
Performance provisions that address hazards of falling objects in steel erection.

Training

Requires qualified person to train exposed workers in fall protection.

Requires qualified person to train exposed workers engaged in special, high risk activities.

Paragraph (d) of §1926.760 provides criteria for fall protection equipment to meet criteria in 1926.502 and paragraph 1926.760 (e) requires that custody of fall protection equipment remain in the area where steel erection activity has been completed.

The Fall Protection standard in subpart M of the Construction Industry Standards was also amended to (i) clarify that steel erection is covered exclusively by Subpart R, with the exception of towers and tanks; (ii) explain that 16 VAC 25-175-1926.105 covers employees engaged in the erection of tanks and communication and broadcast towers; and (iii) specifically exclude the erection of tanks and communication and broadcast towers from the scope of 16 VAC 25-175-1926.502. The erection of tanks and communication and broadcast towers will continue to be covered by 16 VAC 25-175-1926.104.

Agency Contact: Regina P. Cobb, Department of Labor and Industry, 13 South 13th Street, Richmond, VA 23219, telephone (804) 786-0610.

Note on Incorporation by Reference

Pursuant to § 2.2-4103 of the Code of Virginia, Safety Standards for Steel Erection, Construction Industry (29 CFR Part 1926) is declared a document generally available to the public and appropriate for incorporation by reference. For this reason the document will not be printed in the Virginia Register of Regulations. Copies of the document are available for inspection at the Department of Labor and Industry, 13 South 13th Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219, and in the office of the Registrar of Regulations, General Assembly Building, 9th and Broad Streets, Richmond, Virginia 23219.

On October 18, 2001, the Safety and Health Codes Board adopted an identical version of federal OSHA’s revised final Rule for the Safety Standards for Steel Erection, Subpart R, amending 16 VAC 25-175-1926.750 through 16 VAC 25-175-1926.759, 16 VAC 25-175-1926.760 (d) and (e) and 16 VAC 25-175-1926.761; and Fall Protection, Subpart M, 16 VAC 25-175-1926.500. The Safety and Health Codes Board did not adopt 16 VAC 25-175-1926.760 (a), (b), and (c) of the federal standard.

The text of the amendments to 16 VAC 25-175-1926.750 through 16 VAC 25-175-1926.759, 16 VAC 25-175-1926.760(d) and (e) and 16 VAC 25-175-1926.761; and 16 VAC 25-175-1926.500. Fall Protection, Subpart M, 16 VAC 25-175-1926.500 can be found in the January 18, 2001, issue of the Federal Register, Volume 66, Number 12, pages 5195-5280. The delay in effective date can be found in the July 17, 2001, issue of the Federal Register, Volume 66, Number 137, pages 37137-37139.

When the regulations, as set forth in the Safety Standards for Steel Erection, 16 VAC 25-175-1926.750 through 16 VAC 25-175-1926.759, 16 VAC 25-175-1926.760(d) and (e) and 16 VAC 25-175-1926.761; and in the amendment to Fall Protection, Subpart M, 16 VAC 25-175-1926.500, are applied to the Commissioner of the Department of Labor and Industry or to Virginia employers, or both, the following federal terms shall be considered to read as below:

Federal Terms
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29 CFR
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Assistant Secretary
Commissioner of Labor and Industry
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January 18, 2002
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