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Final Regulations

Proposed Regulations


BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL SOIL SCIENTISTS

Title of Regulation: 18 VAC 145-20-10 et seq. Board for Professional Soil Scientists Regulations (amending 18 VAC 145-20-10, 18 VAC 145-20-70, 18 VAC 145-20-90, 18 VAC 145-20-100, 18 VAC 145-20-120, 18 VAC 145-20-130, 18 VAC 145-20-140, 18 VAC 145-20-160, and 18 VAC 145-20-170; adding 18 VAC 145-20-91, 18 VAC 145-20-111, and 18 VAC 145-20-151; repealing 18 VAC 145-20-20 through 18 VAC 145-20-50, 18 VAC 145-20-80, 18 VAC 145-20-110, and 18 VAC 145-20-150).

Statutory Authority: §§ 54.1-201 and 54.1-2200 et seq. of the Code of Virginia.
Effective Date: January 16, 2002.
Summary:

In addition to reorganizing and revising the regulations for clarity and ease of use, the amendments (i) add research and teaching as a category for qualifying experience; (ii) eliminate the requirement that at least 50% of the qualifying experience be in one category; (iii) require that individuals who qualify to take the certification examination must pass it within one year of approval, instead of the current two-year period; and (iv) require the applicant to retake and pass only those parts of the exam that he fails.

Summary of Public Comments and Agency's Response: A summary of comments made by the public and the agency's response may be obtained from the promulgating agency or viewed at the office of the Registrar of Regulations.

Agency Contact: Karen W. O'Neal, Assistant Director, Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation, 3600 W. Broad Street, Richmond, VA 23230, telephone (804) 367-8537.

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The proposed regulation was adopted as published in 17:24 VA.R. 3531-3538 August 13, 2001, with the additional changes shown below. Therefore, pursuant to § 2.2-4031 A of the Code of Virginia, the text of the final regulation is not set out at length; however, the changes from the proposed regulation are printed below.

18 VAC 145‑20‑10 through 18 VAC 145‑20‑50. [ No change from proposed. ]

18 VAC 145‑20‑70. [ No change from proposed. ]

18 VAC 145‑20‑80. [ No change from proposed. ]
18 VAC 145‑20‑90. Qualifying experience in soil evaluation.

A. An applicant must shall demonstrate at least one half of the required experience in one two or all more of the following areas:

1. Soil mapping. Compiling of soil maps representing at least 5,000 acres as a part of a soil survey or surveys with a formal mapping legend under the direct guidance of an experienced technical supervisor. Acceptable maps shall be maps in a published report, a report scheduled to be published or a report of a publishable quality; [ or ]

2. Soil evaluation. Conducting at least 20 soil [ evaluation evaluations ] usually from existing soil data for a specific land use, such as septic tank drain fields uses under the direct guidance of an experienced technical supervisor. Examples of such uses include, but are not limited to, on-site wastewater disposal, residential and commercial development, sanitary landfill sites, forestry production, or individual farm mapping for agriculture production, soil erosion and sediment control, shrink-swell or hydric soils. The experience shall be supervised by an individual with a minimum of a year's more experience than the applicant. The finished product shall have been submitted to a client or government agency (e.g., Health Department, Environmental Protection Agency, Environmental Impact Studies, Department of Environmental Quality, [ Department of Conservation and Recreation, ] local planning commission); [ or ]

3. Field/Laboratory studies. Conducting at least 10 detailed field or laboratory studies which have been done under the supervision direct guidance of an individual with a minimum of a year's more experience than the applicant experienced technical supervisor. The field or laboratory study shall have resulted in a soil evaluation report that was accepted by the client or government agency [ . ; ]

4. Research/Teaching. Conducting at least one research project as part of a thesis or publication or teaching at least one full time course in a soil science curriculum at an accredited institution of higher education the quality of which demonstrates to the board that the applicant is competent to practice as a professional soil scientist [ . ; ]

B. The remaining required experience may be fulfilled in one or more of the following areas:

1. 5. Consulting (public/private). Assembling or compiling soil information either with existing data or field studies, and evaluating data for a specific land use. The work may be either done independently done or done under supervision. The At least three written report reports shall have been submitted to the client or government agency [ . ; or ]

2. Soil mapping, soil evaluation, or field studies, as described above, which have been done independently or under supervision.

3. 6. Education. Each year of full‑time undergraduate study in a soils curriculum or related natural science may count as one‑half year of experience up to a maximum of two years. Each year of full‑time graduate study in a soils curriculum may count as one year of experience up to a maximum of two years. With a passing grade, 32 30 semester credit hours or 48 45 quarter credit hours is considered to be one year. No credit Credits used as to meet education credit requirements may also not be used as to meet experience credit requirements.

18 VAC 145-20-91. [ No change from proposed. ]
18 VAC 145‑20‑100. Examination.

A. A board‑approved examination shall be administered at least once twice a year, at a time designated by the board department.

B. An applicant must meet all eligibility requirements as of the date the application is filed with the board department.

C. A candidate who is unable to take the examination at the time scheduled must notify the [ board department ] in writing prior to the date of the examination; such a candidate will be rescheduled for the next examination without additional fee. Failure to so notify the board department will result in forfeiture of the examination or reexamination fee.

D. A candidate who has not appeared for an examination after the first written notice regardless of reasons, will not be sent another examination notice until the candidate submits a written request to be rescheduled.

E. A candidate who does not appear for an examination within two years of approval will be ineligible to sit for an examination. Individuals wishing to sit for an examination will be required to submit a new application with fee in accordance with this chapter.

D. A candidate approved to take an examination shall do so within one year of the date of approval or submit a new application and fee in accordance with these regulations.

F. E. Candidates will be notified of passing or failing the examination. No scores will be reported to candidates. Only the board and its staff shall have access to examination papers, scores and answer sheets.
G. F. Upon payment of the reexamination fee, a candidate who is unsuccessful in passing an fails the examination will or any part thereof shall be allowed to retake any examination(s) given the failed examination or any part thereof within two years one year of the date of initial failure notification of initial unsuccessful examination results. After the two-year one-year period has elapsed, an applicant will shall be required to submit a new application with and fee in accordance with this chapter in order to take an the examination.

18 VAC 145‑20‑110. [ No change from proposed. ]
18 VAC 145-20-111. [ No change from proposed. ]
18 VAC 145‑20‑120 through 18 VAC 145‑20‑150. [ No change from proposed. ]

18 VAC 145-20-151. [ No change from proposed. ]
18 VAC 145‑20‑160. [ No change from proposed. ]

18 VAC 145‑20‑170. [ No change from proposed. ]

FORMS
[ No change from proposed. ]
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