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STATE BOARD OF HEALTH

REGISTRAR’S NOTICE: Due to its length, 12 VAC 5-421 is not being published. However, in accordance with § 2.2-4031 of the Code of Virginia, the summary is being published in lieu of the full text. The full text of the regulation is available for public inspection at the office of the Registrar of Regulations and at the Department of Health (see contact information below), and is accessible on the Virginia Register website at http://legis.state.va.us/codecomm/register/vol18/welcome.htm.

Title of Regulation: 12 VAC 5-420. Rules and Regulations Governing Restaurants (REPEALED).

Title of Regulation: 12 VAC 5-421. [ Food ] Regulations [ Governing Restaurants (adding 12 VAC 5-421-10 through 12 VAC 5-421-4070 ] .

Statutory Authority: §§ 35.1-11 and 35.1-14 of the Code of Virginia.
Effective Date: March 1, 2002.

Summary:

The regulations replace the existing regulations governing restaurants, which were last revised in 1988. The regulation establishes minimum sanitary standards for operating restaurants. Included are standards for the safe and sanitary maintenance, storage, operation, and use of the safe preparation, handling, protection, and preservation of food, including necessary refrigeration or heating methods; procedures for vector and pest control; requirements for appropriate lighting and ventilation not otherwise provided for in the Uniform Statewide Building Code; requirements for an approved water supply and sewage disposal system; personal hygiene standards for employees, particularly those engaged in food handling; and the appropriate use of precautions to prevent the transmission of communicable diseases. The regulations also inform potential restaurant owners or operators how to obtain a permit to operate a restaurant from the department. This regulation addresses the emergence of new strains of bacteria and other organisms and incorporates new control measures for the prevention of foodborne disease.

The proposed regulations were based on the FDA 1997 Model Food Code but were changed to incorporate the amendments made in the FDA 1999 Model Food Code. Most of the changes made to the final regulation were for clarification with no substantial changes to the requirements. The regulations were also amended to delete the exemptions for bed and breakfast facilities in order to keep them regulated.

Summary of Public Comments and Agency's Response: A summary of comments made by the public and the agency's response may be obtained from the promulgating agency or viewed at the office of the Registrar of Regulations.

Agency Contact: Gary L. Hagy, Director, Division of Food and Environmental Services, Department of Health, Main Street Station, 1500 E. Main Street, Room 115, Richmond, VA 23219, telephone (804) 225-4022, FAX (804) 225-4003, e-mail ghagy@vdh.state.va.us.

VA.R. Doc. Nos. R98-216 and R98-217; Filed January 2, 2002, 2:08 p.m.

Volume 18, Issue 10
Virginia Register of Regulations
Monday, January 28, 2002
1
Volume 18, Issue 10
Virginia Register of Regulations
Monday, January 28, 2002
12
Volume 18, Issue 10
Virginia Register of Regulations
Monday, January 28, 2002
13

