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STATE BOARD OF HEALTH

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: Due to its length, 12 VAC 5-581 is not being published. However, in accordance with § 2.2-4031 of the Code of Virginia, the summary is being published in lieu of the full text. The full text of the regulation is available for public inspection at the office of the Registrar of Regulations and at the Department of Health (see contact information below), and is accessible on the Virginia Register website at http://legis.state.va.us/codecomm/register/vol18/welcome.htm.

Title of Regulation: 12 VAC 5-581. Sewage Collection and Treatment (SCAT) Regulations (adding 12 VAC 5-581-10 through 12 VAC 5-581-1070).

Statutory Authority: §§ 32.1-164 and 62.1-44.19 of the Code of Virginia.

Effective Date: February 27, 2002.

Summary:

These regulations provide standards for the design, construction and operation of sewage collection systems and sewage treatment facilities. The amendments bring the regulations into line with current best practices to reduce the time required to license and build collection and treatment facilities and to provide flexibility for applicants who wish to use designs different from those specified in the previous regulations.

Implementation of the SCAT Regulations by the Virginia Department of Health (VDH) will provide owners, operators, consultants, contractors, and equipment suppliers with updated, uniform standards for design and installation of sewage collection, treatment, reuse and disposal of sewage for large and small communities.

The SCAT Regulations include the following:

1. Update compliance and enforcement issues in accordance with the Administrative Process Act.

2. Establish new permit requirements and provide for waivers of formal permits for small sewage collection and treatment systems.

3. Establish procedures that are much more flexible than the procedures specified in the current Sewerage Regulations.

4. Make available a general permit for local approval of projects involving the expansion of sewage collection systems.

5. Allow the issuance of construction permits without formal technical evaluations of design documents, based upon submittals of signed statements by responsible design consultants that the designs meet the required standards.

6. Define "sludge management plans" and provide a link to the Biosolids Use Regulations (12 VAC 5-585), which have replaced several sections of the current Sewerage Regulations.

7. Update the procedures to be used to evaluate and approve new untried (nonconventional) treatment processes.

8. Address previous deficiencies in the current Sewerage Regulations, including specific information on assurance resources for performance guarantees and schedules for performance reliability testing.

9. Address a regulatory deficiency through procedures for issuance of permits for large-scale (5,000 gpd or more) subsurface sewage disposal systems that are not provided for in the Sewage Handling and Disposal Regulations (12 VAC 5-610).

10. Describe the jurisdictional relationships for approving building sewer service.

11. Provide for a more representative Regulation Advisory Committee than that specified in the current regulations.

12. Update testing and monitoring requirements in comparison to the outdated requirements in the current regulations.

13. Outline recommendations for operation of treatment works that were not included in the Sewerage Regulations.

14. Include current design standards for disinfection of treated sewage discharges including alternatives to chlorination that are not included in the current regulations.

15. Update the procedures and technical design standards for land treatment systems and other natural treatment processes.

16. Allow a more effective and earlier determination of site suitability than provided for in the Sewerage Regulations.

17. Provide design standards for constructed wetlands for natural treatment of sewage discharges.

18. Consolidate and update the advanced wastewater treatment (AWT) design and provide new design standards for the control of nutrients in sewage discharges.

The final SCAT Regulations include a timeline of 30 days to evaluate a complete submission of design documents and 15 days to notify the owner of the final decision based on that evaluation. The detailed content of sludge management plans and operational testing for treatment works were revised to remove any conflicts with existing regulations.

Summary of Public Comments and Agency's Response:  A summary of comments made by the public and the agency's response may be obtained from the promulgating agency or viewed at the office of the Registrar of Regulations.

Agency Contact: Dr. Calmet M. Sawyer, Ph.D., P.E., Division Director, Division of Wastewater Engineering, Department of Health, 1500 East Main Street, Room 109, Richmond, VA 23219, telephone (804) 786-1755, FAX (804) 786-5567, e-mail csawyer@vdh.state.va.us.

VA.R. Doc. No. R01-229; Filed January 9, 2002, 11:34 a.m.
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