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Proposed Regulations


STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION

Title of Regulation: 20 VAC 5-312. Rules Governing Retail Access to Competitive Energy Services (amending 20 VAC 5-312-100; adding 20 VAC 5-312-120).

Statutory Authority: §§ 12.1-13, 56-235.8, and 56-581.1 of the Code of Virginia.
Summary:

The proposed amendment deletes subsection H of 20 VAC 5-312-100, an existing provision addressing interval metering, from the load profiling provisions. Similar but revised language from deleted subsection H of 20 VAC 5-312-100 is included in the proposed section for electricity metering, 20 VAC 5-312-120. The purpose of the newly proposed electricity metering section is to ensure the availability of metering services that will enhance the development of a competitive electricity market in Virginia. The proposed rules require the local distribution company to provide interval metering services, including access to interval data, to customers or the customer’s authorized competitive service provider. The rules address interval metering for customers that already receive interval metering as the basic metering service; how the local distribution company shall respond to requests for interval metering; the options the local distribution company must provide to retail customers and their authorized competitive service providers to access unedited interval data; reading and storage of interval data, as well as provision of historical data relative to interval meters; and requests for special metering functionality.

Public Comments: On or before March 25, 2002, interested parties may file with the Clerk of the Commission, c/o Document Control Center, P.O. Box 2118, Richmond, Virginia 23218, an original and 15 copies of comments and/or a request for hearing on the February 14, 2002, staff report and Proposed Rules Governing Electricity Metering. All filings shall reference Case No. PUE010298, and a copy shall be served on all interested parties on the service list of this case.

Any request for hearing on the Proposed Rules Governing Electricity Metering shall state in detail why a hearing is necessary. Such a request should identify the factual issues likely in dispute upon which the party seeks hearing, together with the evidence expected to be introduced at any hearing. If no request for hearing is received, the commission may enter an order promulgating rules upon the basis of the written pleadings filed.

Agency Contact: W. Timothy Lough, Division of Energy Regulation, State Corporation Commission, 1300 East Main Street, Fourth Floor, Richmond, Virginia 23219, telephone (804) 371-9590 or e-mail tlough@scc.state.va.us.

AT RICHMOND, FEBRUARY 19, 2002

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA

At the relation of the

STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION

CASE NO. PUE010298

Ex parte: In the matter of
establishing rules and regulations
pursuant to the Virginia Electric
Utility Restructuring Act for
Competitive Metering Services

ORDER INVITING COMMENTS

On February 14, 2002, the Staff of the State Corporation Commission ("Staff"), filed with the State Corporation Commission ("Commission") a report presenting proposed rules for competitive electricity metering services pursuant to § 56-581.1 of the Code of Virginia, and the Commission's Order in this docket of December 21, 2001. The Commission finds that interested parties to this proceeding shall have the opportunity to file comments and request a hearing on the Staff's report and the proposed rules.

Accordingly, IT IS ORDERED THAT:

(1) On or before March 25, 2002, interested parties may file with the Clerk of the Commission, c/o Document Control Center, P.O. Box 2118, Richmond, Virginia 23218, an original and fifteen (15) copies of comments and/or a request for hearing on the February 14, 2002, Staff report and Proposed Rules Governing Electricity Metering. All filings shall reference Case No. PUE010298, and a copy shall be served on all interested parties appearing on the service list to this Order. 

(2) Any request for hearing on the Proposed Rules Governing Electricity Metering shall state in detail why a hearing is necessary. Such a request should identify the factual issues likely in dispute upon which the party seeks hearing, together with the evidence expected to be introduced at any hearing. If no request for hearing is received, the Commission may enter an order promulgating rules upon the basis of the written pleadings filed.

AN ATTESTED COPY hereof shall be sent by the Clerk of the Commission to: Christy McCormick, Esquire, Division of Consumer Counsel, Office of Attorney General, 900 East Main Street, 2nd Floor, Richmond, Virginia 23219; Ron Sewell, P.E., Vice President, Utiliread, 1150 Northmeadow Parkway, Suite 100, Roswell, Georgia 30076; Philip J. Bray, Esquire, and Robert C. Carder, Jr., Allegheny Power, 10435 Downsville Pike, Hagerstown, Maryland 21740; Eric Matheson, AES NewEnergy, #2 Penn Center, 1500 JFK Boulevard, Floor 2, Suite 222, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19102; Carter Glass IV, Esquire, Troutman Sanders Mays & Valentine, L.L.P., P.O. Box 1122, Richmond, Virginia 23218-1122; Louis R. Monacell, Esquire, Edward L. Petrini, Esquire, and Cliona M. Robb, Esquire, Christian & Barton, L.L.P., 909 East Main Street, Suite 1200, Richmond, Virginia 23219-3095; Anthony Gambardella, Esquire, Woods, Rogers & Hazlegrove, P.L.C., 823 East Main Street, Suite 1200, Richmond, Virginia 23219; Guy T. Tripp, III, Esquire, Hunton & Williams, Riverfront Plaza, East Tower, 951 East Byrd Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219-4074; Dennis McDowell, Conectiv, P.O. Box 9239, Newark, Delaware 19714-9239; Jack Greenhalgh, Energy Consultants, Inc., 421 South Lynnhaven Road, Suite 101, Virginia Beach, Virginia 23452; Emmet Kelly, Manager Regulatory Affairs, Itron, Inc., 2019 Hillcroft Drive, Forest Hill, Maryland 21050; George C. Roberts, Director, Schlumberger, 5430 Metric Place, Norcross, Georgia 30092; Carolyn L. Conrad, Regulatory Analyst, Allegheny Energy Supply Co., LLC., 4350 Northern Pike, Monroeville, Pennsylvania 15146; Deborah J. Henry, Esquire, Allegheny Energy Service Corporation, 800 Cabin Hill Drive, Greensburg, Pennsylvania 15601; Donald R. Hayes, Senior Attorney, Washington Gas Light Company, 1100 H Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20080; John A. Pirko, Esquire, LeClair Ryan, P.C., 4201 Dominion Boulevard, Suite 200, Glen Allen, Virginia 23060; Robert A. Omberg, Esquire, Virginia, Maryland & Delaware Association of Electric Cooperatives, Innsbrook Corporate Center, 4201 Dominion Boulevard, First Floor, P.O. Box 2340, Glen Allen, Virginia 23058; Stephen H. Watts, II, Esquire, McGuireWoods L.L.P., One James Center, 901 East Cary Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219-4030; Karen L. Bell, Esquire, Dominion Resources Services, Inc., P.O. Box 26532, Richmond, Virginia 23261; C. W. Sutherland, Jr., Town Manager, Town of Wytheville, P.O. Box 533, Wytheville, Virginia 23482; R. Lance Terpenny, Chairman, VML/VACO AEP Steering Committee, 100 East Main Street, Christiansburg, Virginia 24073; Howard W. Dobbins, Esquire, and Thomas B. Nicholson, Esquire, Williams, Mullen, Clark & Dobbins, P.O. Box 1320, Richmond, Virginia 23210; Andre Chon, E-S Biz Chopin Building, 258 Chapman Road, Suite 204, Newark, Delaware 19702; Marguerite Bourgeois, Olameter, Inc., 2000 McGill College Avenue, Suite 50, Montreal, Quebec H3A3H3; Martha Duggan, New Power Company, 3102 North Sixth Street, Arlington, Virginia 22201; Ann Templeman, Virginia Natural Gas, Inc., 5100 East Virginia Beach Boulevard, Norfolk, Virginia 23502; Paul Gromer, Peregrine Energy, 77 North Washington Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02114; Michael O'Conner, NCS Pearson, 2412 Dakota Lakes Drive, Oak Hill, Virginia 20171; Craig G. Goodman, President, National Energy Marketers Association, 3333 K Street, N.W., Suite 425, Washington, D.C. 20007; and the Commission's Office of General Counsel and Divisions of Energy Regulation and Economics and Finance.

20 VAC 5‑312‑100. Load profiling.

A. The local distribution company shall conduct its load profiling activities in a nondiscriminatory and reasonably transparent manner.

B. The local distribution company shall ensure that profile classes are easily identifiable, that load profiles used are representative of the customer class being profiled, and that customer loads are represented in a nondiscriminatory manner. Load profiles and load profiling methodologies shall be reviewable and verifiable by the State Corporation Commission.

C. The local distribution company shall provide a competitive service provider, through the appropriate regulatory process, access to sample data, excluding any customer‑specific identifier, that is necessary to verify the validity and reliability of load profiles and methodologies.

D. The local distribution company shall use a load profiling method that balances ease of implementation with the need for the load profile to reasonably represent and predict the customer's actual use. The method used shall balance the need for accuracy, cost‑effectiveness for the market, predictability, technical innovation, lead time to implement, demonstrated need for market data, and sample bias. The validity of the approach needs to be reconfirmed periodically or as markets evolve, and corresponding load profiles shall be updated accordingly and made available to competitive service providers.

E. The local distribution company shall make available to a competitive service provider the validated and edited customer class or segment load profile via a website in a read‑only, downloadable format or by other appropriate cost‑effective electronic media. The information shall be date stamped with the date posted and the date created, and the website or other electronic media shall clearly indicate when updated information has become available.

F. A customer's assigned load profile shall remain the same regardless of the provider of electricity supply service. Customer loads that are not metered, such as streetlights, may be represented by load profiles deemed to closely reflect their known patterns of usage.

G. The load sample may include both customers served by the local distribution company, or the default service provider as determined by the State Corporation Commission pursuant to § 56‑585 of the Code of Virginia, and customers served by a competitive service provider, such that a customer is not automatically removed from the load sample when the customer begins to receive service from a competitive service provider.

H. Upon a customer's request, the local distribution company shall provide interval metering service to the customer at the net incremental cost above the basic metering service provided by the local distribution company. If the local distribution company provides interval metering as the basic metering service in accordance with its applicable tariff, interval metering of a customer's load shall continue to be required if such customer purchases electricity supply service from a competitive service provider.

I. H. The local distribution company shall post its distribution and transmission loss factors via the appropriate electronic methodology.

20 VAC 5-312-120. Electricity metering.

A. If the local distribution company provides interval metering as the basic metering service in accordance with its applicable tariff, interval metering of a customer's load shall continue to be required if the customer purchases electricity supply service from a competitive service provider. Unless other arrangements are agreed upon between the local distribution company and the customer, the local distribution company may remove the interval meter if the customer’s load deteriorates below previously established interval metering thresholds.

B. Upon a customer's request, the local distribution company shall provide interval metering service to the customer at the net incremental cost above the basic metering service provided by the local distribution company. The local distribution company shall reply to the customer in writing within five business days of the request for interval metering service, acknowledging the request and identifying the prerequisites and proposed process for completing the work. The local distribution company shall complete the work within 45 calendar days, or as promptly as working conditions permit.

C. The local distribution company shall offer each of the following options to customers or their authorized competitive service provider to access unedited interval data consistent with the local distribution company’s communication protocol: (i) read-only electronic access to the interval billing meter, (ii) receipt of a stream of data pulses proportional to energy usage, and (iii) both of the foregoing.

D. The local distribution company shall read interval meters at a frequency in accordance with its applicable terms and conditions and shall store interval meter data at intervals compatible with wholesale load settlement requirements. Interval meter data may be estimated on occasion as necessary. The local distribution company shall make available to customers or their authorized competitive service provider 12 months of historical edited interval data through electronic communication medium or mail, as mutually agreed.

E. The local distribution company shall consider reasonable requests from customers or their authorized competitive service provider to evaluate special metering functionality and shall reply to the requests in writing within five business days, acknowledging the request and identifying the cost and process for completing the work. The local distribution company shall complete the work within 45 calendar days, or as promptly as working conditions permit.

VA.R. Doc. No. R02-130; Filed February 20, 2002, 11:12 a.m.
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