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MARINE RESOURCES COMMISSION

REGISTRAR’S NOTICE: The following regulations filed by the Marine Resources Commission are exempt from the Administrative Process Act in accordance with § 2.2-2006 A 12 of the Code of Virginia; however, the commission is required to publish the full text of final regulations.

Title of Regulation: 4 VAC 20-270. Pertaining to Crabbing (amending 4 VAC 20-270-30, 4 VAC 20-270-40, 4 VAC 20-270-55; adding 4 VAC 20-270-56).

Statutory Authority: § 28.2-201 of the Code of Virginia.

Effective Date: March 5, 2002.

Summary:

The amendments establish the lawful eight-hour time period for commercial crab potting and peeler potting and establish a three-inch minimum size limit on peeler crabs and a tolerance of 10 undersized crabs per U.S. standard bushel. The amendments also limit recreational harvesters of crabs to one bushel of hard crabs or two dozen peeler crabs for personal use.

Agency Contact: Deborah R. Cawthon, Marine Resources Commission, P.O. Box 756, Newport News, VA 23607, telephone (757) 247-2248.

4 VAC 20-270-30. Daily time limits.

A. It shall be unlawful to take or catch crabs for commercial purposes between sunset and three hours before sunrise, provided; however, it shall be unlawful to take crabs by crab dredge, between sunset and sunrise for any person who is licensed to catch and sell crabs taken by crab pot or peeler pot to take and harvest crabs from any crab pot or peeler pot except during the lawful daily time periods described in this subsection. The lawful daily time periods for the commercial harvesting of crabs by crab pot or peeler pot shall be from 6 a.m. to 2 p.m. during the months of April, September, October, and November and from 5 a.m. to 1 p.m. during the months of May, June, July, and August. Crab pots or peeler pots already on board a boat at the end of the lawful daily time period may 

be set during the period starting immediately following the lawful daily time period and ending one hour after the lawful daily time period.

B. It shall be unlawful to take or harvest crabs by crab dredge between sunset and sunrise.

C. The lawful daily time periods for the commercial harvest of crabs by crab pot or peeler pot may be rescinded by the Commissioner of Marine Resources when he determines that a pending weather event is sufficient cause for the removal of crab pots from the tidal waters of the Commonwealth.

4 VAC 20-270-40. Season limits.

A. It shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly to place, set, fish or leave any hard crab pot or peeler crab pot in any tidal waters of Virginia from December 1 through March 31.

B. It shall be unlawful for any person using crab pot or peeler pot to engage in any commercial crabbing activities, including the placing, setting, moving, baiting or fishing of crab pots or peeler pots, during any Wednesday, from June 6 through August 22.

C. B. It shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly to place, set, fish or leave any fish pot in any tidal waters from March 27 through March 31, except as provided in subdivisions 1 and 2 of this subsection.

1. It shall be lawful for any person to place, set, or fish any fish pot in those waters located upriver of the following boundary lines:

a. In the James River the boundary shall be a line connecting Hog Point and the downstream point at the mouth of College Creek.

b. In the York River the boundary lines shall be the Route 33 bridges at West Point.

c. In the Rappahannock River the boundary line shall be the Route 360 bridge at Tappahannock.

2. This subsection shall not apply to lawful eel pots as described in 4 VAC 20-500-50.

4 VAC 20-270-55. Minimum size limits.

A. It shall be unlawful for any person to take, catch, harvest, possess, sell or offer for sale, or to destroy in any manner peeler crabs that measure less than three inches across the shell from tip to tip of the longest spikes with the following exceptions:

1. It shall not be unlawful for any person to possess 10 or less peeler crabs, per United States standard bushel, that have been taken, caught, or harvested and that measure less than three inches across the shell from tip to tip of the longest spikes.

2. It shall not be unlawful to sell or to offer for sale those peeler crabs less than three inches across the shell from tip to tip of the longest spikes as authorized in subdivision 1 of this subsection.

B. It shall be unlawful for any person to take, catch, have in possession or harvest, possess, sell or offer for sale, or to destroy in any manner, any softshell blue soft crab which that measures less than 3-1/2 inches across the shell from tip to tip of the longest spikes.

4 VAC 20-270-56. Recreational harvest limit.

It shall be unlawful to take by dip net, hand line, or crab pot, or to possess for personal use aboard any vessel, more than one bushel of hard crabs or two dozen peeler crabs.
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