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MARINE RESOURCES COMMISSION

Title of Regulation: 4 VAC 20‑430. Pertaining to the Marking and Minimum Mesh Size of Gill Nets (amending 4 VAC 20-430-50 and 4 VAC 20-430-60).

Statutory Authority: §§ 28.201 and 28.2-236 of the Code of Virginia.

Effective Date: May 1, 2002.

Summary:

The amendments extend the time period for marking drift gill nets and the use of mesh drift gill nets of at least two inches, stretched, for the purposes of harvesting river herring.

Agency Contact: Deborah R. Cawthon, Marine Resources Commission, 2600 Washington Avenue, 3rd Floor, Newport News, VA 23607, telephone (757) 247-2248.

4 VAC 20-430-50. Drift gill net fishery exemption.

During the period February 15 through April 30 May 31, inclusive, it shall be unlawful for any person to place, set, or fish any drift gill net, in the areas designated below, that is not marked in the following manner:

1. Both end-marker buoys and all floats or buoys between the ends shall be of blaze orange or fluorescent paint color.

2. Areas designated.

a. James River. Upstream of the Jamestown Ferry Docking Station.

b. Mattaponi and Pamunkey Rivers. Upstream of the Route 33 bridges at West Point.

c. Rappahannock River. Upstream of the Route 360 bridge at Tappahannock.

4 VAC 20-430-60. Minimum mesh size.

A. It shall be unlawful for any person to place, set or fish any gill net with a stretched mesh of less than 2-7/8 inches, except as provided in subsections C and D of this section.

B. Mesh measurement is defined as the inside stretched distance between two knots on opposite sides of the same mesh.

C. As provided in § 28.2-305 of the Code of Virginia, mullet gill nets less than 200 yards long shall consist of a stretched mesh not less than two inches stretched measure after having been tarred. Any person utilizing a mullet gill net may not take or possess quantities of species other than mullet which comprise more than 15% of their total daily catch, in pounds.

D. From February 1 through April 30 May 31 it shall be lawful for any person to place, set and fish any drift gill net with a stretched mesh size not less than two inches, only for the harvest of river herring in the areas described in 4 VAC 20-430-50.
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