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VIRGINIA WASTE MANAGEMENT BOARD

REGISTRAR’S NOTICE: Due to its length, the final regulation filed by the Virginia Waste Management Board is not being published. However, in accordance with § 2.2-4031 of the Code of Virginia, the summary is being published in lieu of the full text. The full text of the regulation is available for public inspection at the office of the Registrar of Regulations and at the Virginia Waste Management Board, 629 E. Main Street, Richmond, VA 23219, and is accessible at http://legis.state.va.us/codecomm/register/vol18/iss18/welcome.htm.

Title of Regulation: 9 VAC 20‑120. Regulated Medical Waste Management Regulations (amending 9 VAC 20‑120‑10, 9 VAC 20‑120‑40 through 9 VAC 20‑120‑100, 9 VAC 20‑120‑120, 9 VAC 20‑120‑130, 9 VAC 20‑120‑150 through 9 VAC 20‑120‑180, 9 VAC 20‑120‑200 through 9 VAC 20‑120‑310, 9 VAC 20‑120‑330, 9 VAC 20‑120‑340, 9 VAC 20‑120‑360, 9 VAC 20‑120‑370, 9 VAC 20‑120‑380, 9 VAC 20‑120‑390, 9 VAC 20‑120‑410 through 9 VAC 20‑120‑480, 9 VAC 20‑120‑500, 9 VAC 20‑120‑530, 9 VAC 20‑120‑540, 9 VAC 20‑120‑560, 9 VAC 20‑120‑590, 9 VAC 20‑120‑640, 9 VAC 20‑120‑680 through 9 VAC 20‑120‑760, 9 VAC 20‑120‑810, 9 VAC 20‑120‑840, and 9 VAC 20‑120‑880; adding 9 VAC 20‑120‑835; repealing 9 VAC 20‑120‑20, 9 VAC 20‑120‑770 through 9 VAC 20‑120‑800, Appendix 10.1, and Appendix 10.4).

Statutory Authority: § 10.1-1402 of the Code of Virginia.
Effective Date: June 19, 2002.

Summary:

The Regulated Medical Waste Management Regulations establish permit requirements for the storage, treatment and disposal of regulated medical wastes (RMW). Rules for packaging, labeling and transporting RMW, as well as exemptions from regulation, are also included. Five approved treatment processes are provided for as well as provisions for establishing alternate treatment technologies.

The amendments (i) exempt certain medical waste from regulations, (ii) change the on-site storage permit requirements for small facilities, (iii) eliminate full permits for off-site medical waste storage, and (iv) replace medical waste packaging and transportation standards with those of other regulatory agencies.

The proposed regulation is changed as follows:

1. Definitions are modified for clarity.

2. The definition of "empty" is amended to reflect that materials are still regulated as regulated medical waste if they are subject to regulation under the OSHA bloodborne pathogen standard.

3. Clarification is provided indicating that all sharps are regulated medical waste including those used in veterinary practice.

4. Amendments are made to indicate that if wastes are managed in a container that is resistant to the elements, a covered loading area is not required.

5. The requirement for signage on the doors of RMW transporters is removed.

6. Amendments are made to allow shredding of RMW within 24 hours following treatment rather than immediately after treatment.

Summary of Public Comments and Agency Response: A summary of comments made by the public and the agency's response may be obtained from the promulgating agency or viewed at the office of the Registrar of Regulations.

Agency Contact: John E. Ely, Department of Environmental Quality, P.O. Box 10009, Richmond, VA 23240, telephone (804) 698-4249, FAX (804) 698-4327 or e-mail jeely@deq.state.va.us.

VA.R. Doc. No. R00-174; Filed May 1, 2002, 11:09 a.m.
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