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MARINE RESOURCES COMMISSION

REGISTRAR’S NOTICE:  The following regulations filed by the Marine Resources Commission are exempt from the Administrative Process Act in accordance with § 2.2-4006 A 12 of the Code of Virginia; however, the commission is required to publish the full text of final regulations.

Title of Regulation:  4 VAC 20-752.  Pertaining to Blue Crab Sanctuaries (amending 4 VAC 20-752-10, 4 VAC 20-752-20, and 4 VAC 20-752-30).

Statutory Authority:  § 28.2-201 of the Code of Virginia.

Effective Date:  June 1, 2002.

Summary:

The amendment expands the borders of the Virginia Blue Crab Sanctuary from approximately the 35-foot depth contour to the 30-foot depth contour and closes the crabbing in an additional area at the mouth of the Chesapeake Bay.

Agency Contact:  Deborah R. Cawthon, Marine Resources Commission, 2600 Washington Avenue, 3rd Floor, Newport News, VA 23607, telephone (757) 247-2248, FAX (757) 247-2002 or e-mail dcawthon@mrc.state.va.us.

CHAPTER 752.
PERTAINING TO THE HAMPTON ROADS AND BAYSIDE EASTERN SHORE BLUE CRAB MANAGEMENT AREAS SANCTUARIES.

4 VAC 20-752-10. Purpose.

The provisions of this chapter are in response to reduced abundance in the blue crab stock and increased fishing pressure on over-exploitation of this resource. This chapter promotes conservation of the blue crab resource within the below designated areas of the Cheasapeake Bay system.

4 VAC 20-752-20. Blue crab management areas  Definitions.

The following management areas are established:

1. The "Hampton Roads Blue Crab Management Area shall consist Sanctuary" means that area consisting of all tidal waters inshore and upstream of a line formed by the extreme south and north ends of the westbound span of the Hampton Roads Bridge Tunnel.

2. The Virginia Baywide Blue Crab Spawning Sanctuary shall consist of all tidal waters that are bounded by a line that begins at 37°05'40.03"' and 75°59'42.03"' near the north end of the old span of the Chesapeake Bay Bridge Tunnel;  continuing southwest to 37°03'49.26"' and76°05'21.88"' in the Chesapeake Channel;  thence continuing southwest to 37°00'52.49"' and 76°14'27.31"' at Thimble Shoals Light;  thence continuing in a northerly direction to 37°24'24.87"' and 76°09'30.78"' off of Wolf Trap Light;  thence continuing northwest to 37°39'21.01"' and 76°14'00.83"', east of Fleets Bay;  thence continuing north to 37°54'05.43"' and 76°11'44.09"' on the Virginia-Maryland state line;  thence continuing east along the state line to 37°55'44.37"' and 76°07'14.62"';  thence continuing due south to 37°40'45.64"' and 76°06'05.81"';  thence continuing northeast to 37°44'59.39"' and 76°01'35.53"';  thence continuing southeast to 37°42'23.27"' and 75°58'02.59"';  thence continuing in a southerly direction to 37°16'25.90"' and 76°04'37.50"' off of Cape Charles;  thence continuing southeast to 37°10'29.44 and 76°01'54.50"';  thence continuing southeast back towards the north end of the old span of the Chesapeake Bay Bridge Tunnel to the point of beginning.

“Virginia Blue Crab Sanctuary” means two distinct sanctuary areas, with one area consisting of all tidal waters that are bounded by a line beginning at a point, near the western shore of Fisherman’s Island, being on a line from the Cape Charles Lighthouse to the Thimble Shoal Light, having NAD83 geographic coordinates of 37( 05’ 58.00” N, 75( 58’ 45.95” W; thence southwesterly to Thimble Shoal Light, 37( 00’ 52.19” N, 76( 14’ 24.63” W; thence southwesterly to the offshore end of Harrison’s Fishing Pier, 36( 57’ 44.98” N, 76( 15’ 31.76” W; thence north to Flashing Green Buoy “9” on the York River Entrance Channel, 37( 11’ 30.99” N, 76( 15’ 16.85” W; thence northeasterly to Wolf Trap Light, 37( 23’ 27.15” N, 76( 11’ 46.01” W; thence northwesterly to a point, northeast of Windmill Point, 37( 38’ 23.13” N, 76( 15’ 59.54” W; thence north to Flashing Red Light ”2”, east of Smith Point, 37( 53’20.25” N, 76( 13’48.61” W; thence northeasterly to a point on the Virginia–Maryland state line, 37( 55’ 44.82” N, 76( 07’ 13.41” W; thence southeasterly to a point, southwest of Tangier Island, 37( 44’ 59.85” N, 76( 01’ 34.31” W; thence southeasterly to a point, southeast of Tangier Island, 37( 43’ 41.05” N, 76( 57’ 51.84” W; thence northeasterly to a point, south of Watts Island, 37( 45’ 36.95” N, 75( 52’ 53.87” W; thence southeasterly to a point, 37( 44’ 56.15” N, 75( 51’ 33.18” W; thence southwesterly to a point, west of Parkers Marsh, 37( 42' 41.49" N, 75( 55' 06.31" W; thence southwesterly to a point, west of Cape Charles Harbor, 37( 15' 37.23" N, 76( 04' 13.79" W; thence southeasterly to a point near the western shore of Fisherman's Island, on the line from Cape Charles Lighthouse to Thimble Shoal Light, said point being the point of beginning, and a second area consisting of all tidal waters that are bounded by a line beginning at Cape Charles Lighthouse, having NAD83 geographic coordinates of 37( 07' 31.63" N, 75( 53' 58.36" W; thence southwesterly to Cape Henry Lighthouse, 36( 55' 42.02" N, 76( 00' 18:44" W; thence southeasterly to a point, 36( 54' 42.39" N, 75( 56' 44.23" W; thence northeasterly to a point, east of Cape Charles Lighthouse 37( 06' 45" N, 75( 52' 05" W; thence westerly to the Cape Charles Lighthouse, said point being the point of beginning.

4 VAC 20-752-30. Harvest restrictions.

A. It shall be unlawful for any person to dredge for crabs within the Hampton Roads Blue Crab Management Area Sanctuary at any time.

B. It shall be unlawful for any person to conduct commercial or recreational crabbing within the Virginia Baywide Blue Crab Spawning Sanctuary from June 1 through September 15.

VA.R. Doc. No. R02-195; Filed May 29, 2002, 2:49 p.m.
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