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VIRGINIA RACING COMMISSION

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The following regulations filed by the Virginia Racing Commission are exempt from the Administrative Process Act pursuant to subdivision A 20 of § 2.2-4002 of the Code of Virginia, which exempts the commission (i) when acting by and through its duly appointed stewards or in matters related to any specific race meeting or (ii) in promulgating technical rules regulating actual live horse racing at race meetings licensed by the commission.

Title of Regulation: 11 VAC 10‑100. Regulations Pertaining to Horse Racing with Pari-Mutuel Wagering: Horses (amending 11 VAC 10‑100-80, 11 VAC 10‑100-100, 11 VAC 10‑100-150, 11 VAC 10‑100-170, and 11 VAC 10‑100-190; adding 11 VAC 10‑100-151 and 11 VAC 10‑100-152; repealing 11 VAC 10‑100-110 and 11 VAC 10‑100-140).

Statutory Authority: § 59.1-369 of the Code of Virginia.

Summary:

The amendments (i) require that the Certificate of Veterinary Inspection be attached to the health certificate or other registration document; (ii) clarify that published workouts are required for Thoroughbreds, but not for steeplechase or other categories that may be specifically exempted by the commission; (iii) specifically limit the scope of the horses placed on the Stewards' List; (iv) specify the circumstances under which the commission veterinarian can place horses on the Veterinarian's List and the starter can place horses on the Starter's List, and the conditions under which they would be removed; (v) require the trainer to obtain the permission of the paddock judge instead of the steward to change the equipment on a racehorse; (vi) remove language concerning the use of nasal strips; and (vii) reflect that the commission veterinarian or his assistant veterinarians conduct the pre-race examinations and not a veterinarian employed by the licensee.

In addition, the sections regarding time trials and qualifying races are repealed and will be placed in regulations pertaining to Standardbred racing.

Agency Contact: William H. Anderson, Director of Policy and Planning, Virginia Racing Commission, 10700 Horsemen's Road, New Kent, VA 23124, telephone (804) 966-7404, FAX (804) 966-7418 or e-mail Anderson@vrc.state.va.us.

11 VAC 10‑100-80. Certificate of veterinary inspection.

An official test for equine infectious anemia is required and must be conducted by a laboratory approved by the United States Department of Agriculture for each horse within the enclosure. The following provisions shall apply:

1. Horses entering the Commonwealth of Virginia must be accompanied by an official Certificate of Veterinary Inspection signed by an accredited veterinarian. This certificate shall give an accurate description of each horse;

2. The Certificate of Veterinary Inspection shall indicate that each horse has been officially tested and found negative for equine infectious anemia within the past 12 months. The test must be valid to cover the time the horse is expected to be within the enclosure;

3. Horses originating in the Commonwealth of Virginia must be accompanied by a report of an official negative test for equine infectious anemia conducted within the past 12 months. The test must be valid to cover the time the horse is expected to be within the enclosure;

4. For the purposes of this regulation, an "approved laboratory" means a laboratory approved by the Deputy Administrator, Veterinary Services, Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture;

5. For the purposes of this regulation, an "accredited veterinarian" means a veterinarian approved by the Deputy Administrator to perform functions required by cooperative state-federal disease control and eradication programs;

6. The Certificate of Veterinary Inspection or report of an official negative test shall be attached to the health certificate, certificate of foal registration, eligibility certificate or other registration document; and

7. The primary responsibility for the presentation of the foregoing documents shall rest with the owner of the horse or his trainer or authorized agent.

11 VAC 10‑100-100. Published workouts for Thoroughbreds.

Except as in steeplechase or as otherwise may be specifically exempted by the commission, no horse Thoroughbred may be entered or raced unless its most recent workouts have been recorded and made generally available to the public by being prominently displayed in the grandstand and clubhouse or , published in periodicals of general circulation, announced to the public or included in the closed-circuit broadcast. The following provisions shall apply to published workouts:

1. No horse may be entered to race for the first time in its life unless it has a minimum of two published workouts;

2. No horse may start in a race unless it has a published workout within the past 30 days or has raced within the past 30 days; and

3. No horse may start in a race unless the stewards, in their discretion, determine that the horse's published past performances, whether in races or workouts, are sufficient to enable the public to make a reasonable assessment of its capabilities.

11 VAC 10‑100-110. Qualifying races. (Repealed.)
No Standardbred may be raced unless it has a race at the chosen gait, with a charted line in qualifying time, within 30 days of its last race. If a Standardbred does not have a charted line within 30 days of its last race, then the horse must race in a qualifying race under the supervision of the stewards to determine its fitness for racing. The following provisions shall apply to qualifying races:

1. The licensee shall provide appropriate personnel for qualifying races to keep a charted line for each Standardbred in each qualifying race, an electronic timing device shall be in operation, and a photo-finish camera shall be in operation;

2. The licensee shall schedule as many qualifying races on as many days as is deemed appropriate for the horse supply, and the licensee shall maintain the racing surface in condition so that all Standardbreds have a reasonable opportunity to meet the qualifying time;

3. A Standardbred must race in a qualifying race if it has two consecutive races over a fast track which are not in the qualifying time as agreed upon by the licensee and the representative of the horsemen;

4. A Standardbred coming off the stewards' list must race in a qualifying race, and the stewards, in their discretion, may require the horse to race in one or more qualifying races to establish its fitness for racing; and

5. The stewards, in their discretion, may authorize the collecting of blood, urine or other samples of body substances from Standardbreds after competing in qualifying races.

11 VAC 10‑100-140. Time trials. (Repealed.)
For Standardbreds, time trials are permitted with the permission of the licensee and the commission providing (i) the horse is subject to post-race testing, (ii) an electronic timing device is utilized, (iii) if the horse is accompanied by prompters, the prompters shall not precede the horse, and (iv) the stewards are present.

11 VAC 10‑100-150. Stewards' List.

A horse may be placed on the Stewards' List if it is unfit to race because of illness or lameness, unmanageable at the starting gate, dangerous or not competitive. Entries for horses on the Stewards' List shall be refused. The following provisions shall apply to the Stewards' List:

1. The stewards shall consult with the commission veterinarian before removing from the list any horse originally placed on the list for illness or lameness;

2. The stewards shall consult with the starter before removing a horse placed on the list by a starter for being unmanageable at the starting gate; and

3. The trainer of a horse on the Stewards' List or on a starter's, veterinarian's or similar list in another jurisdiction shall be responsible for reporting this fact to the stewards.

A. The stewards shall maintain a Stewards' List of the horses that are ineligible to be entered in a race because of poor or inconsistent performance or behavior on the racetrack that endangers the health or safety of other participants in racing.

B. The stewards may place a horse on the Stewards' List when there exists a question as to the exact identification or ownership of said horse.

C. A horse that has been placed on the Stewards’ List because of inconsistent performance or behavior may be removed from the Stewards’ List when, in the opinion of the stewards, the horse can satisfactorily perform competitively in a race without endangering the health or safety of other participants in racing.

4. A horse that has been placed on the Stewards’ List because of questions as to the exact identification or ownership of said horse may be removed from the Stewards’ List when, in the opinion of the stewards, proof of exact identification or ownership, or both, has been established.

11 VAC 10‑100-151. Veterinarian’s List.

The commission veterinarian shall maintain a Veterinarian’s List of those horses determined to be unfit to compete in a race due to physical distress, unsoundness or infirmity. A horse placed on the Veterinarian’s List shall be removed from the list only after being demonstrated to the satisfaction of the commission veterinarian that the horse is then raceably sound and in fit physical condition to exert its best effort in a race. A horse may be required to perform satisfactorily in a workout or qualifying race to demonstrate its physical fitness, and if so a blood or urine, or both, post-work test sample may be taken from the horse.

11 VAC 10‑100-152. Starter’s List.
No horse shall be permitted to start in a race unless approval is given by the starter. The starter may maintain a Starter’s List of all horses that are ineligible to be entered in any race because of poor or inconsistent behavior or performance in the starting gate. Such horse shall be refused entry until it has demonstrated to the starter that it has been satisfactorily schooled in the gate and can be removed from the Starter’s List. Schooling shall be under the direct supervision of the starter.

11 VAC 10‑100-170. Equipment.

Equipment must be used consistently on a horse, and a trainer must obtain permission from the stewards paddock judge to change the use of any equipment on a horse from its last previous start. The paddock judge shall maintain a list of the equipment worn by each horse and inform the stewards immediately of any change in its equipment. The following provisions shall apply to equipment:

1. A horse's tongue may be tied down with a clean bandage or gauze;

2. No Thoroughbred may race shod in anything other than ordinary racing plates, e.g., bar shoe, mud calks, without the permission of the stewards and the public being informed through appropriate means;

3. No Thoroughbred may race in a bridle weighing more than two pounds;

4. Use on a horse of other than an ordinary whip either in a race or workout including any goading device, chain, spurs, electrical or mechanical device, appliance or any means which could be used to alter the speed of the horse is prohibited, except spurs may be used in steeplechase races pursuant to 11 VAC 10‑160-150; and

5. For Thoroughbreds, Quarter Horses and Arabians, an ordinary whip shall weigh one pound or less, be 30 inches long or less and have not more than one popper. No stingers or projections extending through the hole of a popper or metal part on a whip shall be permitted; and .

6. The use of nasal strips on horses shall be considered part of the horse's equipment and the public shall be informed of their use on a horse through appropriate means.

11 VAC 10‑100-190. Racing soundness examination.

All horses racing on the flat or over jumps that are entered to race must be examined by the commission veterinarian or the licensee's veterinarian his assistant veterinarians prior to racing to determine the horse's fitness for racing. The trainer of each horse shall promptly identify the horse to be examined, and the examination is to take place outside of the horse's stall. The horse may be led at a walk or trot as requested by the examining veterinarian. For Standardbreds, the racing soundness examination shall consist of the commission veterinarian observing the horse during its warmups prior to racing.

VA.R. Doc. No. R02-192; Filed May 29, 2002, 3:04 p.m.
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