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VIRGINIA RACING COMMISSION

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The following regulations filed by the Virginia Racing Commission are exempt from the Administrative Process Act pursuant to subdivision A 20 of § 2.2-4002 of the Code of Virginia, which exempts the commission (i) when acting by and through its duly appointed stewards or in matters related to any specific race meeting or (ii) in promulgating technical rules regulating actual live horse racing at race meetings licensed by the commission.

Title of Regulation: 11 VAC 10‑120. Regulations Pertaining to Horse Racing with Pari-Mutuel Wagering: Claiming Races (amending 11 VAC 10‑120-20, 11 VAC 10‑120-40, 11 VAC 10‑120-50, 11 VAC 10‑120-80 and 11 VAC 10‑120-100; repealing 11 VAC 10‑120-90).

Statutory Authority: § 59.1-369 of the Code of Virginia.

Summary:

The amendments (i) reduce the period of validity for a claiming certificate from the end of the calendar year to the ending of the race meeting at which it was issued, (ii) prohibit an owner or trainer from filing a claim on a horse in which he has an interest, (iii) clarify the requirements for a properly completed claim slip, (iv) provide that the stewards may designate a person to represent them during a draw on multiple claims, (v) eliminate the phrase "with its halter" because the successful claimant must supply the halter, (vi) prohibit racing officials and employees of the licensee from providing information prior to the running of the race, (vii) provide an exception to the restriction on a claimed horse for horses claimed in steeplechase races, (viii) in harness racing, allow a claimed horse to start for "any price" after being claimed, (ix) provide that all horses claimed in other jurisdictions and racing in Virginia will be subject to the restrictions in the jurisdiction in which they were claimed, (x) repeal a section on steeplechase races, and (xi) clarify that a claimed horse is to be turned over to the successful claimant.

Agency Contact: William H. Anderson, Director of Policy and Planning, Virginia Racing Commission, 10700 Horsemen's Road, New Kent, VA 23124, telephone (804) 966-7404, FAX (804) 966-7418 or e-mail Anderson@vrc.state.va.us.

11 VAC 10‑120-20. Claiming certificate.

A person, who does not hold a currently valid permit in Virginia or any other jurisdiction as an owner, may apply for a claiming certificate. The following provisions shall apply to applicants for claiming certificates:

1. The applicant shall submit an application for a permit as an owner, pay the applicable fee, be photographed and fingerprinted as set forth in 11 VAC 10‑60-10 et seq.;

2. The applicant also shall submit a statement designating the trainer who will assume care and responsibility for the horse claimed;

3. The trainer named in the statement must be the holder of a currently valid permit issued by the commission;

4. The claiming certificate may be issued to the applicant which will be valid for one calendar year until the end of the race meeting during which it was approved, but it may be canceled by the stewards for cause; and

5. The applicant shall file the claiming certificate with the racing secretary indicating his eligibility to claim a horse.

11 VAC 10‑120-40. Eligibility to claim.

Only a holder of a permit as an owner, or his authorized agent, or the holder of a claiming certificate may file a claim on a horse programmed to race in a claiming race. The following provisions shall apply to the eligibility of persons filing claims:

1. An authorized agent may only file a claim for an owner for whom he is authorized to act as an agent;

2. A person holding a permit solely as an authorized agent may not file a claim for himself or for any other person for whom he is not authorized to act as agent;

3. An owner, authorized agent or holder of a claiming certificate may file only one claim for any race;

4. An owner may not file a claim for his horse in which the owner or trainer has a financial or beneficial interest, or cause his horse to be claimed, directly or indirectly, for his account; and

5. A partnership, stable name or any other joint venture, despite the number of individual owners comprising such a venture, may file no more than one claim for any race.

11 VAC 10‑120-50. Claiming procedure.

A claim may be filed on a horse programmed to race by properly completing a claim slip, including but not limited to the correct spelling of the horse's name, the date and the race number, sealing the claim slip in an envelope and depositing the envelope in a locked claims box. The following provisions shall apply to the claiming of a horse:

1. The licensee shall provide claim slips, claim envelopes and a locked claim box to secure filed claims;

2. The claim slip, enclosed in a sealed envelope, must be deposited in a locked claim box at least 15 minutes before post time of the race for which the claim is filed;

3. The licensee shall provide a clock, and before the sealed envelope is deposited in the locked claim box, the time of day shall be stamped upon the envelope;

4. No money or its equivalent shall be put in the claim box;

5. The person filing the claim must have sufficient funds on deposit with the horsemen's bookkeeper or licensee in not less than the amount of the designated price and applicable sales taxes;

6. The claims clerk shall open the claim box when the horses enter the racing surface on their way from the paddock to the post;

7. 6. The claims clerk shall inform the stewards of a claim filed for a horse and of multiple claims on a horse;

8. 7. The claims clerk shall ascertain that the claim slip and envelope are properly complete;

9. 8. The claims clerk shall ascertain that the person is eligible to claim a horse and inform the stewards immediately of any doubts of the person's eligibility;

10. 9. The claims clerk shall ascertain that there are sufficient funds on deposit with the horsemen's bookkeeper or licensee of not less than the amount of the claim and applicable sales taxes;

11. 10. If more than one valid claim is filed for a horse, then title to the horse shall be determined by lot under the supervision of the stewards or their representative;

12. 11. A claimed horse shall race in the interest of and for the account of the owner from whom the horse was claimed;

13. 12. The original trainer shall remain the absolute insurer of the condition of the horse until any post-race testing is completed;

14. 13. Title to a claimed horse shall be transferred to the new owner at the time the horse is deemed a starter whether the horse is dead or alive, sound or unsound, or injured in the race or after the race;

15. A horse is deemed a starter when it obtains a fair start;

16. 14. In harness racing, the successful claimant of a horse programmed to start may, at his option, acquire ownership of a claimed horse even though such claimed horse was scratched and did not start in the claiming race from which it was scratched. The successful claimant must exercise his option by 9 a.m. of the day following the claiming race to which the horse programmed and scratched. No horse may be claimed from a claiming race unless the race is contested;

17. 15. A horse that has been claimed shall be delivered to the new owner, with its halter, at the conclusion of the race either at the paddock or at the detention barn, after the completion of any post-race testing;

18. 16. The claimant shall present the former owner with written authorization of the claim from the racing secretary;

19. 17. A positive test result for any prohibited drug is grounds for voiding the claim;

20. 18. The new owner may request that the horse be tested for equine infectious anemia, by taking the horse immediately following the race to the detention barn where a blood sample will be drawn;

21. 19. A positive test result for equine infectious anemia is grounds for voiding a claim;

22. 20. The certificate of registration, eligibility certificate or registration document shall be retained by the racing secretary until the results of the post-race testing are known;

23. 21. The funds for the claim shall be retained by the horsemen's bookkeeper or licensee until the results of the post-race testing are known;

24. 22. When it is determined that the claim is valid and that there are no grounds for voiding the claim, the certificate of registration shall be delivered by the racing secretary to the claimant and the funds for the claim shall be paid to the former owner;

25. 23. The new owner shall be responsible for filing the change of ownership with the appropriate breed registry; and
26. 24. Despite any designation of sex or age of a horse appearing in the daily program or other publication, the person making the claim shall be solely responsible for determining the sex or age of the horse before filing a claim for the horse. ; and
25. Officials and employees of the licensee shall not provide any information as to the filing of the claim until after the race has been run, except as necessary for processing of the claim.

11 VAC 10‑120-80. Restrictions on a claimed horse.

When a horse is claimed out of a claiming race other than steeplechase races, the following restrictions shall apply to the horse for 30 calendar days after the day that the horse was claimed:

1. The horse may only start in claiming races for a designated price of 25% more than the amount for which the horse was claimed, except for in harness racing, a horse may start in claiming races for a designated any price equal to or less other than the amount for which the horse was claimed;

2. The horse may not be sold or transferred wholly or in part to another person, except in another claiming race;

3. The horse may not remain in the same stable or under the control or supervision of its former owner or trainer, unless reclaimed; and
4. The horse may not race elsewhere until after the close of the meeting at which it was claimed or 30 calendar days, whichever occurs first, except with the permission of the stewards.; and

5. All horses claimed in other jurisdictions and racing in Virginia shall be subject to the conditions of the claiming regulation in the jurisdiction where the claim was made.

11 VAC 10‑120‑90. Steeplechase races. (Repealed.)

For the purposes of races sanctioned by the National Steeplechase Association (NSA), any racing conducted from January 1 through June 30 shall be considered "one meeting" and any racing conducted from July 1 through December 31 shall be considered "one meeting."   Any horse claimed may only race at meetings sanctioned by the NSA until the close of the meeting during which it was claimed or for 30 days, whichever comes first.
11 VAC 10‑120-100. Disciplinary action.

Failure to comply with the regulations pertaining to claiming of horses or failure to deliver a horse that has been claimed to the successful claimant may subject the permit holder or holder of a claiming certificate to disciplinary action by the stewards.
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