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VIRGINIA RACING COMMISSION

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The following regulations filed by the Virginia Racing Commission are exempt from the Administrative Process Act pursuant to subdivision A 20 of § 2.2-4002 of the Code of Virginia, which exempts the commission (i) when acting by and through its duly appointed stewards or in matters related to any specific race meeting or (ii) in promulgating technical rules regulating actual live horse racing at race meetings licensed by the commission.

Title of Regulation: 11 VAC 10‑150. Regulations Pertaining to Horse Racing with Pari-Mutuel Wagering: Harness Racing (amending 11 VAC 10‑150-130 and 11 VAC 10‑150-140; adding 11 VAC 10‑150-190 and 11 VAC 10‑150-200).

Statutory Authority: § 59.1-369 of the Code of Virginia.

Summary:

The amendments (i) eliminate the mandatory disciplinary action for kicking a horse, (ii) provide procedures for racing around pylons, such as at Oak Ridge in Nelson County, where there is no inner hub rail for harness racing, (iii) clarify the procedure for a driver to lodge an objection, and (iv) transfer the procedures for qualifying races and time trials for Standardbreds from 11 VAC 10-100.

Agency Contact: William H. Anderson, Director of Policy and Planning, Virginia Racing Commission, 10700 Horsemen's Road, New Kent, VA 23124, telephone (804) 966-7404, FAX (804) 966-7418 or e-mail Anderson@vrc.state.va.us.

CHAPTER 150.
REGULATIONS PERTAINING TO HORSE RACING WITH PARI-MUTUEL WAGERING: STANDARDBRED HARNESS RACING.

11 VAC 10‑150-130. Racing.

A. Although a leading horse is entitled to any part of the racing surface, except after selecting his position in the home stretch, the driver of the leading horse and any other driver committing any of the following acts shall be subject to disciplinary action:

1. Changing either to the right or left during any part of the race when another horse is so near him that it causes the other horse to shorten its stride or make a break;

2. Jostling, striking, hooking wheels or interfering with another horse or driver;

3. Crossing sharply in front of a horse or crossing over in front of a field of horses in a reckless manner, endangering other drivers;

4. Swerving in and out or pulling up quickly;

5. Crowding a horse or driver;

6. Carrying a horse out;

7. Causing confusion or interference among trailing horses;

8. Letting a horse pass inside needlessly or otherwise helping another horse to improve his position in the race;

9. Committing any act which shall impede the progress of another horse or causing him to break;

10. Changing course after selecting a position in the home stretch;

11. Swerving in and out, or bearing in and out, in a manner so as to interfere with another horse, cause another driver to change course or take back;

12. Driving in a careless or reckless manner;

13. Loud shouting or other improper conduct; and

14. Kicking a horse, which shall be defined as a blow or thrust with the foot against any part of the horse's body or to impel by striking with the foot. Removal of a foot from the stirrups in and of itself shall not constitute the offense of kicking. The disciplinary action for kicking a horse shall not be less than a nine-day suspension.
B. If at a racetrack that does not have a continuous solid inside hub rail a horse or part of the horse’s sulky leaves the course by going inside the hub rail or other demarcation that constitutes the inside limits of the course, the offending horse shall be placed one or more positions where, in the opinion of the stewards, the action gave the horse an unfair advantage over other horses in the race or the action helped the horse improve its position in the race. In addition, when an act of interference causes a horse or part of the horse’s sulky to cross the inside limits of the course, and the horse is placed by the judges, the offending horse shall be placed behind the horse with which it interfered.

11 VAC 10‑150-140. Objections.

A driver may shall lodge an objection by promptly informing the patrol judge of his intention to lodge an objection upon prior to pulling up his horse after the race and dismounting. Once the driver has dismounted, He shall proceed immediately to the designated telephone in the paddock to enter explain his objection.

11 VAC 10‑150-190. Qualifying races.

No Standardbred may be raced unless it has a race at the chosen gait, with a charted line in qualifying time, within 30 days of its last race. If a Standardbred does not have a charted line within 30 days of its race, then the horse must race in a qualifying race under the supervision of the stewards to determine its fitness for racing. The following provisions shall apply to qualifying races:

1. The licensee shall provide appropriate personnel for qualifying races to keep a charted line for each Standardbred in each qualifying race, an electronic timing device shall be in operation, and a photo-finish camera shall be in operation;

2. The licensee shall schedule as many qualifying races on as many days as is deemed appropriate for the horse supply, and the licensee shall maintain the racing surface in condition so that all Standardbreds have a reasonable opportunity to meet the qualifying time;

3. A Standardbred must race in a qualifying race if it has one race over a fast track that is not in the qualifying time as agreed upon by the licensee and the representative of the horsemen or on gait;

4. A Standardbred coming off the Veterinarian’s List must race in a qualifying race, and the stewards, in their discretion, may require the horse to race in one or more qualifying races to establish its fitness for racing; and

5. The stewards, in their discretion, may authorize the collection of blood, urine or other samples of body substances from Standardbreds after competing in qualifying races.

11 VAC 10‑150-200. Time trials.

For Standardbreds, time trials are permitted with the permission of the licensee and the commission provided that (i) the horse is subject to post-race testing; (ii) an electronic timing device is utilized; (iii) if the horse is accompanied by prompters, the prompters shall not precede the horse; and (iv) the stewards are present.

VA.R. Doc. No. R02-196; Filed May 31, 2002, 2:37 p.m.
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