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VIRGINIA RACING COMMISSION

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The following regulations filed by the Virginia Racing Commission are exempt from the Administrative Process Act pursuant to subdivision A 20 of § 2.2-4002 of the Code of Virginia, which exempts the commission (i) when acting by and through its duly appointed stewards or in matters related to any specific race meeting or (ii) in promulgating technical rules regulating actual live horse racing at race meetings licensed by the commission.

Title of Regulation: 11 VAC 10‑160. Regulations Pertaining to Horse Racing with Pari-Mutuel Wagering: Steeplechase Racing (amending 11 VAC 10‑160-10, 11 VAC 10‑160-20, and 11 VAC 10‑160-120 through 11 VAC 10‑160-150; repealing 11 VAC 10‑160-90).

Statutory Authority: § 59.1-369 of the Code of Virginia.

Summary:

The amendments prohibit assistance at the start and substitute the preferred term "steeplechase" for "jump."

Agency Contact: William H. Anderson, Director of Policy and Planning, Virginia Racing Commission, 10700 Horsemen's Road, New Kent, VA 23124, telephone (804) 966-7404, FAX (804) 966-7418 or e-mail Anderson@vrc.state.va.us.

CHAPTER 160.
REGULATIONS PERTAINING TO HORSE RACING WITH PARI-MUTUEL WAGERING: CONDUCT OF JUMP STEEPLECHASE RACING.

11 VAC 10‑160-10. Definitions.

The following words and terms, when used in this chapter, shall have he the following meanings, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise:

"Field" means the spaces between the fences, the space between the starting point and the first fence, and the space between the last fence and the finish.

"Jump Steeplechase racing" means horse racing conducted over a surface including obstacles.

11 VAC 10‑160-20. Generally.

The provisions of 11 VAC 10‑140-10 et seq., Conduct of Flat Racing, shall apply equally to the conduct of jump steeplechase racing, except where this chapter specifies otherwise.

11 VAC 10‑160-90. Assistance at the start. (Repealed.)

A trainer or assistant trainer, with the permission of the stewards, may "get behind" a horse at the start for the purpose of encouraging it to break.

11 VAC 10‑160-120. Fences.

Any course and obstacles over which jump steeplechase races are to be conducted must conform to the standards established by the National Steeplechase Association. The following shall be a general guideline, when conditions permit:

1. There shall be at least five fences in every mile;

2. Wings shall be a minimum of 20 feet long and a minimum of 6 feet at their highest point; and

3. Beacons shall be a minimum of 4 feet in height.

11 VAC 10‑160-130. NSA (National Steeplechase Association) licenses.

A trainer shall not be permitted to train horses for jump steeplechase races unless he possesses the appropriate permit from the commission and a trainer's license from the National Steeplechase Association. A jockey shall not be permitted to ride horses in jump steeplechase races unless possessing he possesses the appropriate permit from the commission and a jockey's license from the National Steeplechase Association.

11 VAC 10‑160-140. Minimum age.

No horse shall be entered or shall start in a jump steeplechase race unless it is at least three years old.

11 VAC 10‑160-150. Use of spurs.

Spurs may be used in jump steeplechase races, provided that they are of a type that will prod but not cut. All spurs must be approved by the stewards.
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