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BOARD OF GAME AND INLAND FISHERIES

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The Board of Game and Inland Fisheries is exempt from the Administrative Process Act pursuant to subdivision A 3 of § 2.2-4002 of the Code of Virginia when promulgating regulations regarding the management of wildlife. The department is required by § 2.2-4031 of the Code of Virginia to publish all proposed and final wildlife management regulations, including length of seasons and bag limits allowed on the wildlife resources within the Commonwealth of Virginia.

Title of Regulations: 4 VAC 15-20. Definitions and Miscellaneous: In General (amending 4 VAC 15-20-160).

Statutory Authority: §§ 29.1-501 and 29.1-502 of the Code of Virginia.

Effective Date: October 23, 2002.

Summary:

The amendment removes the mute swan from the list of wildlife species designated as nuisance species in Virginia. The amendment puts the state regulation in compliance with a federal court ruling and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service notification that mute swans are afforded protection under the federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act.

Agency Contact: Phil Smith, Policy Analyst and Regulatory Coordinator, Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, 4010 W. Broad Street, Richmond, VA 23230, telephone (804) 367-1000, FAX (804) 367-0488 or e-mail regcomments@dgif.state.va.us.

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The proposed regulation was adopted as published in 18:24 VA.R. 3195 August 12, 2002, without change. Therefore, pursuant to § 2.2-4031 A of the Code of Virginia, the text of the final regulation is not set out.

VA.R. Doc. No. R02-305; Filed September 4, 2002, 11:17 a.m.
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