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Final Regulations

DEPARTMENT OF GAME AND INLAND FISHERIES

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The Board of Game and Inland Fisheries is exempt from the Administrative Process Act pursuant to § 29.1-701 E of the Code of Virginia, which provides that proposal and adoption of regulations implementing Chapter 7 of Title 29.1 shall take place as described in Article 1 (§ 29.1-500 et seq.) of Chapter 5 of Title 29.1 of the Code of Virginia. The department is required by § 2.2-4031 of the Code of Virginia to publish all proposed and final regulations.

Title of Regulation: 4 VAC 15-370. Watercraft: In General (amending 4 VAC 15-370-50; adding 4 VAC 15-370-51, 4 VAC 15-370-70, and 4 VAC 15-370-80; repealing 4 VAC 15-370-10 and 4 VAC 15-370-30).

Statutory Authority: §§ 29.1-501, 29.1-502, 29.1-701, 29.1-735, and 29.1-744 of the Code of Virginia.
Effective Date: January 1, 2003.
Summary:

The amendments establish rules and procedures for authorizing or canceling waterway regulatory markers, set standards for the appearance and construction of the markers, require watercraft operators to obey the markets, and prohibit activities and actions that may damage or alter approved markers.

Three new sections are added to the regulation to: (i) require those authorized to place markers to maintain the visibility and readability of the marker or remove them and also authorizes the department to remove them or require they be removed at the owner's expense; (ii) authorize the department to issue hull identification numbers and motor serial numbers or their replacements, and make it unlawful to destroy or alter those numbers unless authorized in writing; and (iii) define the penalty for a violation of the regulation. In future regulatory action, the department will adopt new watercraft safety equipment and operating requirements and is currently repealing the section that adopted federal regulations and laws related to those issues. The department is repealing the section requiring at least one white light for motorboats anchored or drifting.

Agency Contact: Phil Smith, Policy Analyst and Regulatory Coordinator, 4010 West Broad Street, Richmond VA, 23230, telephone (804) 367-1000, FAX (804) 367-0488 or e-mail regcomments@dgif.state.va.us.

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The proposed regulation was adopted as published in 19:1 VA.R. 36-38 September 23, 2002, without change. Therefore, pursuant to § 2.2-4031 A of the Code of Virginia, the text of the final regulation is not set out.

VA.R. Doc. No. R03-13; Filed October 30, 2002, 11:15 a.m.

* * * * * * * *

Title of Regulation: 4 VAC 15-380. Watercraft: Motorboat Numbering (amending 4 VAC 15-380-30, 4 VAC 15-380-40, 4 VAC 15-380-50, and 4 VAC 15-380-70; adding 4 VAC 15-380-80 through 4 VAC 15-380-130; repealing 4 VAC 15-380-10, 4 VAC 15-380-20, and 4 VAC 15-380-60).

Statutory Authority: §§ 29.1-501, 29.1-502, 29.1-701, and 29.1-735 of the Code of Virginia and Item 392 of the 2002 Appropriation Act.
Effective Date: January 1, 2003.
Summary:

The amendments:

1. Eliminate specific requirements for what information must be on an application for a certificate of number and title;

2. Provide a better numbering example in the regulation section that specifies the format of the registration numbers that must be affixed to watercraft;

3. Authorize the use of a backing plate for the display of numbers when the hull or superstructure is so configured that numbers would not be easily visible or the numbers would not remain securely attached;

4. Remove a requirement that notifications of a change in status of a registered or titled vessel or owner must be made on a form provided by the department: notification in writing, including electronic media and facsimile, will be acceptable;

5. Eliminate the requirement for application for a duplicate certificate of number to be on a form provided by the department, the fee for the duplicate, and a restriction that not more than one certificate of number may be in existence at any one time: the fee for duplicate certificates will be established in 4 VAC 15-380-120;

6. Authorize the department to cancel and recall watercraft titles when necessary, and require the owners to surrender recalled titles upon demand;

7. Establish that the effective date of cancellations of registrations or titles is the day the request was processed or up to 15 days prior to that day provided sufficient evidence is provided that the owner lost interest in the watercraft within those 15 days;

8. Authorize game wardens to inspect watercraft for which an application for certificate of registration or title has been received by the department;

9. Clarify that the reduced registration rates when an owner registers 10 or more watercraft apply only when 10 watercraft are actively registered;

10. Clarify that lifeboats exempted from registration requirements differ from tenders in that they are used exclusively as lifesaving devices during times of emergency;

11. Establish fees for certificates of registration; and

12. Define the penalty for violation of this regulation.

Agency Contact: Phil Smith, Policy Analyst and Regulatory Coordinator, 4010 West Broad Street, Richmond VA, 23230, telephone (804) 367-1000, FAX (804) 367-0488 or e-mail regcomments@dgif.state.va.us.

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The proposed regulation was adopted as published in 19:1 VA.R. 38-40 September 23, 2002, without change. Therefore, pursuant to § 2.2-4031 A of the Code of Virginia, the text of the final regulation is not set out.

VA.R. Doc. No. R03-14; Filed October 30, 2002, 11:15 a.m.

* * * * * * * *

Title of Regulation: 4 VAC 15-390. Watercraft: Safe and Reasonable Operation of Vessels (amending 4 VAC 15-390-10, 4 VAC 15-390-20, 4 VAC 15-390-30, 4 VAC 15-390-50, 4 VAC 15-390-70, 4 VAC 15-390-90, 4 VAC 15-390-100, 4 VAC 15-390-110, and 4 VAC 15-390-130; adding 4 VAC 15-390-11, 4 VAC 15-390-140, 4 VAC 15-390-150, and 4 VAC 15-390-160).

Statutory Authority: §§ 29.1-501, 29.1-502, 29.1-701, and 29.1-735 of the Code of Virginia.
Effective Date: January 1, 2003.
Summary:

The amendments (i) apply boating safety operation requirements currently applied to public waters to the private waters, and consolidate the "operation in narrow channels" portion of this regulation; (ii) establish uniform definitions for words and terms used in this chapter and define the terms "right" and "left" as substitutes for the terms "starboard" and "port"; (iii) direct motorboat operators approaching another vessel head-on to alter course to the right so the boats pass on the left side of each vessel unless sufficient separation exists that the boats may safely pass on the right side of each vessel; (iv) provide direction to motorboat operators approaching another vessel in a crossing situation; (v) conform the regulation dealing with right-of-way of various vessels to Inland Navigation Rules 12 and 18 of the U.S. Coast Guard; (vi) require the operators of all vessels to maintain a proper lookout by sight, sound and all other available means; (vii) require (a) watercraft operators to maintain a safe speed when their vision is obscured, (b) the avoidance of certain course alterations when another vessel is detected by radar alone, and (c) safe speed operation when a fog signal is heard; (viii) direct watercraft operators when navigating in narrow channels to keep to the right to the extent practicable, and if in the channel, to not interfere with larger vessels that can safely navigate only in the channel; (ix) authorize the operator of the stand-on vessel to take actions necessary to avoid immediate danger of a collision without relieving the operator of the give-way vessel of his obligations to keep out of the way of the stand-on vessel; (x) provide the meanings of standard horn and whistle signals for communications between vessels and require use of only these standard horn and whistle signals should the vessel operators choose this method of communication; (xi) clarify in regulation the reckless operation associated with allowing passengers to ride or sit on the gunwales, bow, or transom of a watercraft while it is under power; (xii) make it unlawful to operate a watercraft in excess of a speed that would allow the operator to take proper and effective action to avoid a collision or stop as needed; and (xiii) clearly define the penalty for violation of any provision of this chapter.

Agency Contact: Phil Smith, Policy Analyst and Regulatory Coordinator, 4010 West Broad Street, Richmond VA, 23230, telephone (804) 367-1000, FAX (804) 367-0488 or e-mail regcomments@dgif.state.va.us.

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The proposed regulation was adopted as published in 19:1 VA.R. 40-44 September 23, 2002, without change. Therefore, pursuant to § 2.2-4031 A of the Code of Virginia, the text of the final regulation is not set out.

VA.R. Doc. No. R03-15; Filed October 30, 2002, 11:16 a.m.

* * * * * * * *

Title of Regulation: 4 VAC 15-400. Watercraft: Accident and Casualty Reporting (amending 4 VAC 15-400-20 and 4 VAC 15-400-30; adding 4 VAC 15-400-50).

Statutory Authority: §§ 29.1-501, 29.1-502, 29.1-701, and 29.1-735 of the Code of Virginia.
Effective Date: January 1, 2003.
Summary:

The amendments (i) require immediate notification of a game warden or the Richmond Headquarters of the Department of Game and Inland Fisheries of all reportable accidents; (ii) conform the regulation to the dollar loss threshold as established by the United States Coast Guard for reportable boating accidents; and (iii) clearly define the penalty for violation of any provision of this chapter.

Agency Contact: Phil Smith, Policy Analyst and Regulatory Coordinator, 4010 West Broad Street, Richmond VA, 23230, telephone (804) 367-1000, FAX (804) 367-0488 or e-mail regcomments@dgif.state.va.us.

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The proposed regulation was adopted as published in 19:1 VA.R. 44 September 23, 2002, without change. Therefore, pursuant to § 2.2-4031 A of the Code of Virginia, the text of the final regulation is not set out.

VA.R. Doc. No. R03-16; Filed October 30, 2002, 11:17 a.m.

* * * * * * * *

Title of Regulation: 4 VAC 15-420. Watercraft: Navigation Lights and Shapes (adding 4 VAC 15-420-10 through 4 VAC 15-420-120).

Statutory Authority: §§ 29.1-501, 29.1-502, 29.1-701, and 29.1-735 of the Code of Virginia.
Effective Date: January 1, 2003.
Summary:

The final action establishes a new regulation by adapting the federal rules for inland waters navigation lights and shapes to Virginia and establishing the applicability of those rules in relation to the weather, sunrise and sunset.

Agency Contact: Phil Smith, Policy Analyst and Regulatory Coordinator, 4010 West Broad Street, Richmond VA, 23230, telephone (804) 367-1000, FAX (804) 367-0488 or e-mail regcomments@dgif.state.va.us.

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The proposed regulation was adopted as published in 19:1 VA.R. 45-49 September 23, 2002, without change. Therefore, pursuant to § 2.2-4031 A of the Code of Virginia, the text of the final regulation is not set out.

VA.R. Doc. No. R03-17; Filed October 30, 2002, 11:18 a.m.

* * * * * * * *

Title of Regulation: 4 VAC 15-430. Watercraft: Safety Equipment Requirements (adding 4 VAC 15-430-10 through 4 VAC 15-430-220).

Statutory Authority: §§ 29.1-501, 29.1-502, 29.1-701, and 29.1-735 of the Code of Virginia.
Effective Date: January 1, 2003.
Summary:

The final action establishes safety equipment requirements and conforms to federal rules governing watercraft equipment requirements for vessels on inland waters.

Agency Contact: Phil Smith, Policy Analyst and Regulatory Coordinator, 4010 West Broad Street, Richmond VA, 23230, telephone (804) 367-1000, FAX (804) 367-0488 or e-mail regcomments@dgif.state.va.us.

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The proposed regulation was adopted as published in 19:1 VA.R. 49-54 September 23, 2002, without change. Therefore, pursuant to § 2.2-4031 A of the Code of Virginia, the text of the final regulation is not set out.

VA.R. Doc. No. R03-18; Filed October 30, 2002, 11:18 a.m.

* * * * * * * *

Title of Regulation: 4 VAC 15-440. Watercraft: Commercial Vessel Safety Equipment Requirements (adding 4 VAC 15-440-10 through 4 VAC 15-440-60).

Statutory Authority: §§ 29.1-501, 29.1-502, 29.1-701, and 29.1-735 of the Code of Virginia.
Effective Date: January 1, 2003.
Summary:

The final action establishes safety equipment requirements for commercial vessels and conforms to federal rules governing watercraft equipment requirements for vessels on the waters of the United States.

Agency Contact: Phil Smith, Policy Analyst and Regulatory Coordinator, 4010 West Broad Street, Richmond VA, 23230, telephone (804) 367-1000, FAX (804) 367-0488 or e-mail regcomments@dgif.state.va.us.

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The proposed regulation was adopted as published in 19:1 VA.R. 54-55 September 23, 2002, without change. Therefore, pursuant to § 2.2-4031 A of the Code of Virginia, the text of the final regulation is not set out.

VA.R. Doc. No. R03-19; Filed October 30, 2002, 11:19 a.m.
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