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BOARD OF MEDICINE

Title of Regulation: 18 VAC 85-110. Regulations Governing the Practice of Licensed Acupuncturists (amending 18 VAC 85-110-10, 18 VAC 85-110-50, 18 VAC 85-110-60, 18 VAC 85-110-80, 18 VAC 85-110-150, 18 VAC 85-110-155, and 18 VAC 85-110-160; repealing 18 VAC 85-110-30 and 18 VAC 85-110-70).

Statutory Authority: §§ 54.1-2400 and 54.1-2956.9 of the Code of Virginia.
Effective Date: February 26, 2003.
Summary:

The amendments (i) require acupuncture programs in which applicants are enrolled on or after July 1, 1999, to be accredited by the National Certification Commission for Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine (NCCAOM); (ii) establish educational requirements, which mirror the current educational requirements of the NCCAOM, for applicants enrolled in a program on or after July 1, 1999; (iii) change the licensure requirements for individuals who attend acupuncture school in a foreign country; (iv) remove the prohibition of part-time study of more than five years; (v) eliminate a requirement that individuals wishing to reactivate their inactive license provide information on any practice and licensure in other jurisdictions for the period in which the license was inactive; and (vi) make several clarifying changes.

Amendments to the proposed regulation clarify that the applicant trained in an unapproved educational program, whether foreign or U.S., must have a credential evaluation service verify that there is equivalency in education as required by the board.

Summary of Public Comments and Agency's Response: No public comments were received by the promulgating agency.

Agency Contact: Elaine J. Yeatts, Agency Regulatory Coordinator, Department of Health Professions, 6603 W. Broad Street, Richmond, VA 23230, telephone (804) 662-9918, FAX (804) 662-9114 or e-mail elaine.yeatts@dhp.state.va.us.

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The proposed regulation was adopted as published in 19:1 VA.R. 89-93 September 23, 2002, with the additional changes shown below. Therefore, pursuant to § 2.2-4031 A of the Code of Virginia, the text of the final regulation is not set out length; however, the changes from the proposed regulation are printed below.
18 VAC 85-110-10. [ No change from proposed. ]

18 VAC 85-110-30. [ No change from proposed. ]
18 VAC 85-110-50. [ No change from proposed. ]

18 VAC 85-110-60. Requirements of graduates of nonapproved educational programs in acupuncture.

A. An applicant who has completed an educational course of study in a school or college that is not approved or accredited by ACAOM or any other board-approved accrediting agency shall:

1. Submit evidence of successful completion of not less than two years of acupuncture study a transcript from his educational course of study in acupuncture to a [ foreign ] credential evaluation service approved by the board to determine equivalency in education and training to that required [ for certification by the NCCAOM in 18 VAC 85-110-50 ].

2. Have not less than four years of practice in the previous seven years as a licensed acupuncturist in another jurisdiction without evidence of disciplinary action.

3. 2. Meet the examination requirements as prescribed in 18 VAC 85-110-80 and 18 VAC 85-110-90.

B. All documents submitted to the board which are not in English must be translated into English and certified by the embassy of the issuing government.

18 VAC 85-110-70 through 18 VAC 85-110-160. [ No change from proposed. ]

NOTICE: The forms used in administering 18 VAC 85-110, Regulations Governing the Practice of Licensed Acupuncturists, are not being published due to the number of pages; however, the name of each form is listed below. The forms are available for public inspection at the Board of Medicine, 6603 W. Broad Street, Richmond, Virginia, or at the office of the Registrar of Regulations, General Assembly Building, 2nd Floor, Richmond, Virginia.
FORMS

[ Instructions for Completing the Application for Licensed Acupuncturist, American Graduates for Graduates of Approved Institutions (rev. 8/99 12/02).

Instructions for Completing the Application for Licensed Acupuncturist, Non-American Graduates for Graduates of Nonapproved Educational Programs (rev. 8/99 12/02).

Application for a License to Practice as an Acupuncturist (rev. 7/98 12/02).

Form #A, Claims History Sheet (rev. 1/98 12/02).

Form #B, Activity Questionnaire (rev. 1/98 12/02).

Form #C, Clearance from Other State Boards (rev. 1/98 12/02).

Form #L, Certification of Professional Education (rev. 12/02).

Verification of NCCAOM Certification (rev. 7/98 12/02).

Renewal Notice and Application, 0121 (rev. 2/00 12/02).

Recommendation for Examination by a Physician (eff. 12/01). ]

VA.R. Doc. No. R02-141; Filed January 7, 2003, 11:44 a.m.
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