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STATE BOARD OF SOCIAL SERVICES

Title of Regulation: 22 VAC 40-680. Virginia Energy Assistance Program -- Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) (amending 22 VAC 40-680-20; adding 22 VAC 40-680-63 and 22 VAC 40-680-67).

Statutory Authority: § 63.2-217 of the Code of Virginia.
Effective Date: February 26, 2003.
Summary:

The amendments allow flexibility in adjusting the maximum eligibility income limit for applicants, establish a cooling assistance component within the Virginia Energy Assistance Program, and require mandatory participation in the cooling assistance component by all local departments.

One substantive change is made to the proposed regulation. The eligibility criterion for alien status is changed to comply with changes in the federal law.

Summary of Public Comments and Agency's Response: A summary of comments made by the public and the agency's response may be obtained from the promulgating agency or viewed at the office of the Registrar of Regulations.

Agency Contact: Margaret Friedenberg, Energy Assistance Program Manager, Department of Social Services, 730 East Broad Street, Richmond, VA 23219, telephone (804) 692-1728, FAX (804) 692-1469, or e-mail mjf900@dcse.ss.state.va.us.

CHAPTER 680.
VIRGINIA ENERGY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM -- LOW INCOME HOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (LIHEAP).

PART II.
FUEL ASSISTANCE.

22 VAC 40‑680‑20. Eligibility criteria.

A. The purpose of the fuel assistance component is to provide heating assistance to eligible households to offset the costs of home heating energy that are excessive in relation to household income.

B. Eligibility criteria is are set out in this subsection.

1. Income limits. Maximum income limits shall be at or below 130% of the poverty guidelines not exceed the maximum allowed by federal law. In order to be eligible for fuel assistance, a household's income must be at or below the maximum income limits.

2. Alien status. [ Any alien who has obtained the status of an alien lawfully admitted for temporary residence is ineligible for a period of five years from the date such status was obtained. This shall not apply to a Cuban or Haitian entrant or to an alien who is an aged, blind or disabled individual. An alien who meets a qualified status as defined by the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996 (PRWORA), P.L. 104-193, regardless of when he entered the United States, is eligible to receive assistance and services under the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) if he meets other program requirements. ]

3. Ineligible households. The households that are ineligible to receive fuel assistance are:

a. Subsidized households whose total heating costs are included in their rent.

b. Persons living in institutions.

c. Persons living in temporary shelters or group homes who have no heating expense or who pay a nominal fee to live there.

d. Persons who reside in only one room within a larger dwelling.

e. Subsidized households who are responsible for payment of individual excess fuel usage charges even though heating expenses are included in their rent.

PART IV.
COOLING ASSISTANCE.

22 VAC 40-680-63. Eligibility criteria; benefits.

A. The purpose of the cooling assistance component is to assist low-income households with their cooling needs when other resources cannot meet those needs. Assistance provided through the program must continue or provide cooling services.

B. In order to be eligible for cooling assistance, a household shall:

1. Meet all of the fuel assistance criteria as set forth in 22 VAC 40-680-20;

2. Have at least one vulnerable household member as set forth in 22 VAC 40-680-10;

3. Be unable to meet the emergency requirements through applicant or community resources; and

4. Not have received the cooling assistance maximum benefit during the current year.

C. The benefit amount for each type of assistance offered is the average cost as determined by a statewide survey and the availability of federal block grant funding. Various types of assistance, contingent upon funds available,  [ shall may  ] be provided.

22 VAC 40-680-67. Application period.

Cooling assistance will be offered when sufficient federal funding is available. The application period shall begin on June 15 and end no later than August 15 unless funds are depleted earlier. Applications shall be accepted by all local departments. 

PART IV V.
ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.
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