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BOARD OF GAME AND INLAND FISHERIES

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The Board of Game and Inland Fisheries is exempt from the Administrative Process Act pursuant to subdivision A 3 of § 2.2-4002 of the Code of Virginia when promulgating regulations regarding the management of wildlife. The department is required by § 2.2-4031 of the Code of Virginia to publish all proposed and final wildlife management regulations, including length of seasons and bag limits allowed on the wildlife resources within the Commonwealth of Virginia.

Title of Regulation: 4 VAC 15-210. Game: Raccoon (amending 4 VAC 15-210-30 and 4 VAC 15-210-51; repealing 4 VAC 15-210-40).

Statutory Authority: §§ 29.1-501 and 29.1-502 of the Code of Virginia.
Public Hearing Date: May 1, 2003 - 9 a.m.
Public comments may be submitted until May 1, 2003 

(See Notice to the Public preceding 4 VAC 15-30)

Agency Contact: Phil Smith, Policy Analyst and Regulatory Coordinator, 4010 West Broad Street, Richmond, VA 23230, telephone (804) 367-1000, FAX (804) 367-0488 or e-mail RegComments@dgif.state.va.us.

Summary:

The proposed amendments (i) provide for a uniform statewide hunting season of raccoon by rescinding the references to the excepted areas and (ii) establish a continuous open trapping season for raccoon within incorporated limits of any city or town in the Commonwealth and in certain specified counties.

4 VAC 15‑210‑30. Open season for hunting; counties east of the Blue Ridge Mountains.

Except as otherwise provided by local legislation and with the specific exceptions provided in the sections appearing in this chapter, It shall be lawful to take raccoon by hunting in all counties east of the Blue Ridge Mountains (except on national forest lands east of the Blue Ridge Mountains) from October 15 through March 10, both dates inclusive.

4 VAC 15‑210‑40. Open season for hunting; counties west of the Blue Ridge Mountains and national forest lands east of the Blue Ridge Mountains. (Repealed.)

It shall be lawful to take raccoon by hunting in all counties west of the Blue Ridge Mountains and on national forest lands east of the Blue Ridge Mountains from October 15 through January 31, both dates inclusive.

4 VAC 15‑210‑51. Open season for trapping; generally.

Except as otherwise specifically provided in the sections appearing in this chapter, It shall be lawful to trap raccoon from November 15 through the last day of February, both dates inclusive, except there shall be a continuous open season to trap raccoon within the incorporated limits of any city or town in the Commonwealth and in the counties of Arlington, Chesterfield, Fairfax, Henrico, James City, Loudoun, Prince William, Spotsylvania, Stafford, Roanoke and York.
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