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BOARD OF GAME AND INLAND FISHERIES

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The Board of Game and Inland Fisheries is exempt from the Administrative Process Act pursuant to subdivision A 3 of § 2.2-4002 of the Code of Virginia when promulgating regulations regarding the management of wildlife. The department is required by § 2.2-4031 of the Code of Virginia to publish all proposed and final wildlife management regulations, including length of seasons and bag limits allowed on the wildlife resources within the Commonwealth of Virginia.

Title of Regulation: 4 VAC 15-260. Game: Waterfowl and Waterfowl Blinds (amending 4 VAC 15-260-120).

Statutory Authority: §§ 29.1-501 and 29.1-502 of the Code of Virginia.
Public Hearing Date: May 1, 2003 - 9 a.m.
Public comments may be submitted until May 1, 2003 

(See Notice to the Public preceding 4 VAC 15-30)

Agency Contact: Phil Smith, Policy Analyst and Regulatory Coordinator, 4010 West Broad Street, Richmond, VA 23230, telephone (804) 367-1000, FAX (804) 367-0488 or e-mail RegComments@dgif.state.va.us.

Summary:

The proposed amendments (i) remove the reference to old-squaw ducks and replace it with long-tailed ducks; (ii) open the Pocomoke Sound during the special sea duck season; (iii) clarify that the hunting of waterfowl species other than sea ducks is permitted within 800 yards of any shore, island or emergent vegetation (during the special sea duck season) if a season for such species is open.

4 VAC 15‑260‑120. Special sea duck season area.

Whenever federal migratory waterfowl regulations permit a special season for taking scoter, eider and long-tailed (formerly old‑squaw) ducks within an area designated as a special sea duck hunting area under regulations adopted by the board, such special sea duck hunting area shall be designated and delineated as follows:

Those waters at a distance greater than 800 yards from any shore, island or emergent vegetation in the following area: The ocean waters of the City of Virginia Beach below the Chesapeake Bay Bridge Tunnel, seaward of U.S. Route 60 and of Back Bay and its tributaries, the tidal waters of Northampton and Accomack counties, and the Chesapeake Bay and each of its tributaries up to the first highway bridge, but exclusive of that portion of the Chesapeake Bay known generally as Pocomoke Sound bounded by a line beginning on the western shore of Smiths Island and extending southeastward to the southwest shore of the hook of Tangier Island, and thence extending easterly to the southern tip of Parkers Marsh at the mouth of Onancock Creek. The highways with bridges making up the boundary are: Route No. 644 and No. 200 in Northumberland County, Route No. 3 from Kilmarnock in Lancaster County to Middlesex County, Route No. 3 in Middlesex and Mathews counties, Route No. 3 and No. 17 in Gloucester County to York County, Route No. 17 in York County, and Route No. 17 and Interstate No. 64 in Newport News and Hampton. Hunting of waterfowl within 800 yards of any shore, island or emergent vegetation is prohibited during special sea duck season. Back Bay and its tributaries are not included in the special sea duck hunting area.
VA.R. Doc. No. R03-154; Filed March 19, 2003, 11:38 a.m.
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