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TITLE 18. PROFESSIONAL AND OCCUPATIONAL LICENSING

BOARD OF FUNERAL DIRECTORS AND EMBALMERS

Title of Regulation: 18 VAC 65-20. Regulations of the Board of Funeral Directors and Embalmers (amending 18 VAC 65-20-70, 18 VAC 65-20-130, 18 VAC 65-20-140, and 18 VAC 65-20-500; adding 18 VAC 65-20-151, 18 VAC 65-20-152, 18 VAC 65-20-153, and 18 VAC 65-20-154; repealing 18 VAC 65-20-150).

Statutory Authority: §§ 54.1-2400 and 54.1-2816.1 of the Code of Virginia.
Effective Date: July 2, 2003.
Agency Contact: Elaine J. Yeatts, Agency Regulatory Coordinator, Department of Health Professions, 6603 W. Broad Street, Richmond, VA 23230, telephone (804) 662-9918, FAX (804) 662-9114 or e-mail elaine.yeatts@dhp.state.va.us.
Summary:

The amendments establish continuing education requirements for funeral service licensees, funeral directors and funeral embalmers in compliance with Chapter 270 of the 2002 Acts of Assembly. The proposed amendments (i) require each licensee to take a minimum of five hours of continuing education provided by a board-approved continuing education provider, (ii) set forth approved continuing education providers and criteria for approval of continuing education providers, and (iii) provide for extensions or waivers of the requirements.

Summary of Public Comments and Agency's Response: A summary of comments made by the public and the agency's response may be obtained from the promulgating agency or viewed at the office of the Registrar of Regulations.

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The proposed regulation was adopted as published in 19:8 VA.R. 1169-1177 December 30, 2002, with the additional changes shown below. Therefore, pursuant to § 2.2-4031 A of the Code of Virginia, the text of the final regulation is not set out at length; however, the changes from the proposed regulation are printed below.

18 VAC 65‑20‑70. [ No change from proposed. ]

18 VAC 65‑20‑130. [ No change from proposed. ]

18 VAC 65‑20‑140. [ No change from proposed. ]

18 VAC 65‑20‑150. [ No change from proposed. ]
18 VAC 65-20-151. [ No change from proposed. ]
18 VAC 65-20-152. Continuing education providers.

A. Unless disqualified by action of the board, courses offered by the following providers are approved for continuing education credit:

1. Local, state or federal government agencies;

2. Regionally accredited colleges and universities; or

3. Board-recognized national, regional, state and local associations or organizations as follows:

a. National Funeral Directors Association and state chapters;

b. National Funeral Directors and Morticians Association and state chapters;

c. [ Association of ] Independent Funeral Homes [ Association ] of Virginia;

d. Cremation Association of North America;

e. American Board of Funeral Service Education;

f. International Conference of Funeral Service Examining Boards; [ and ]

g. [ Virginia Morticians Association; and

h. ] Other similar associations or organizations as approved by action of the board.

B. Course providers not listed in subsection A of this section may apply for approval by the board as continuing education providers.

1. To be considered for board approval, a continuing education provider shall submit 60 days prior to offering a continuing education course:

a. Documentation of an instructional plan and course objectives for continuing education courses that meet the criteria set forth in 18 VAC 65-20-151 B;

b. A syllabus of the course or courses to be offered with the credentials of the course instructors, a description of each session, including number of continuing education hours; and

c. The continuing education provider fee set forth under 18 VAC 65-20-70.

2. Board approval of continuing education providers under this subsection shall expire on July 1 of each year and may be renewed upon resubmission of documentation on courses and instructors and the provider fee as required by the board.

3. Continued approval of a continuing education provider may be granted without submission of the provider fee if the provider submits a statement that courses and instructors offered for the coming year will not change from the previous year. If there will be additions or alterations to the continuing education offerings of a provider, resubmission of documentation and a provider fee is required.

C. Continuing education providers approved under subsection A or B or this section shall:

1. Maintain and provide to the board upon request documentation of the course titles and objectives and of licensee attendance and completion of courses for a period of three years;

2. Monitor attendance at classroom or similar educational experiences for compliance with law and regulations; and

3. Provide a certificate of completion for licensees who successfully complete a course.

18 VAC 65-20-153. [ No change from proposed. ]
18 VAC 65-20-154. [ No change from proposed. ]
18 VAC 65‑20‑500. [ No change from proposed. ]

FORMS. [ No change from proposed. ]
VA.R. Doc. No. R02-73; Filed May 12, 2003, 10:12 a.m.
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