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TITLE 4. CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES

BOARD OF GAME AND INLAND FISHERIES

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The Board of Game and Inland Fisheries is exempt from the Administrative Process Act pursuant to subdivision A 3 of § 2.2-4002 of the Code of Virginia when promulgating regulations regarding the management of wildlife. The department is required by § 2.2-4031 of the Code of Virginia to publish all proposed and final wildlife management regulations, including length of seasons and bag limits allowed on the wildlife resources within the Commonwealth of Virginia.

Title of Regulation: 4 VAC 15-30. Definitions and Miscellaneous: Importation, Possession, Sale, Etc., of Animals (amending 4 VAC 15-30-50).

Statutory Authority: §§ 29.1-501 and 29.1-502 of the Code of Virginia.
Effective Date: July 1, 2003.
Agency Contact: Phil Smith, Policy Analyst and Regulatory Coordinator, Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, 4010 West Broad Street, Richmond, VA 23230, telephone (804) 367-1000, FAX (804) 367-0488 or e-mail RegComments@dgif.state.va.us.

Summary:

The amendment authorizes persons operating under conditions of a commercial nuisance animal permit to capture, temporarily hold or possess, transport, release, and when necessary humanely euthanize wildlife, under the provisions and conditions established by the department.

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The proposed regulation was adopted as published in 19:15 VA.R. 2225-2226 April 7, 2003, without change. Therefore, pursuant to § 2.2-4031 A of the Code of Virginia, the text of the final regulation is not set out.

VA.R. Doc. No. R03-143; Filed May 14, 2003, 10:43 a.m.

* * * * * * * *

Title of Regulation: 4 VAC 15-40. Game: In General (amending 4 VAC 15-40-230; adding 4 VAC 15-40-282, 4 VAC 15-40-283, and 4 VAC 15-40-284).

Statutory Authority: §§ 29.1-501 and 29.1-502 of the Code of Virginia.
Effective Date: July 1, 2003.
Agency Contact: Phil Smith, Policy Analyst and Regulatory Coordinator, Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, 4010 West Broad Street, Richmond, VA 23230, telephone (804) 367-1000, FAX (804) 367-0488 or e-mail RegComments@dgif.state.va.us.

Summary:

The amendments (i) clarify the ending date when traps may be set in the waters of the Commonwealth and establish a year-round time period for setting traps in waters within the incorporated limits of cities and towns in the Commonwealth and in the counties of Arlington, Chesterfield, Fairfax, Henrico, James City, Loudoun, Prince William, Spotsylvania, Stafford, Roanoke and York, unless prohibited by local ordinances; (ii) prohibit the unauthorized feeding of bear; (iii) prohibit chasing and hunting with dogs, and the training of dogs on any wild animal from a baited place or putting out bait or salt for the purpose of chasing, hunting and training of dogs on any wild animal; (iv) prohibit intentionally crippling or harming game animals for the intent of continuing a hunt or chase, or for the purpose of training dogs; (v) make it unlawful to dislodge an animal from a tree to further a chase or to train dogs; and (vi) prohibit the use of radio tracking equipment, except on dogs, to aid in the chase, harvest or capture of wildlife.

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The proposed regulation was adopted as published in 19:15 VA.R. 2226-2227 April 7, 2003, with the changes identified below. Pursuant to § 2.2-4031 A of the Code of Virginia, the adopted regulation is not published at length; however, the sections that have changed since publication of the proposed are set out.

4 VAC 15‑40‑230. [ No change from proposed. ]

4 VAC 15-40-282. [ No change from proposed. ]
4 VAC 15-40-283. Unlawful to chase, hunt or train from a baited site.

Except as prescribed in subdivision 4 of § 29.1-521 of the Code of Virginia, it shall be unlawful to chase with dogs or hunt with dogs or to attempt to chase or hunt with dogs any wild animal from a baited site or to train dogs on any wild animal from a baited site. Furthermore, it shall be unlawful to place, distribute or maintain bait or salt for any wild animal for the purpose of chasing with dogs, hunting with dogs or the training of dogs. As used in this regulation, bait shall mean any food, grain, or other consumable substance that could serve as a lure or attractant [ ; however, crops grown for normal or accepted agriculture or wildlife management purposes shall not be considered as bait ]. A baited site will be considered to be baited for 30 days following the complete removal of all such bait or salt.

4 VAC 15‑40-284. Intentionally crippling or harming [ nonmigratory game birds and ] game animals prohibited; dislodging an animal from a tree prohibited; and use of [ telemetry radio tracking ] equipment to aid in the chase, harvest, or capture of wildlife prohibited.

A. No person shall intentionally cripple or otherwise harm any [ nonmigratory game bird or ] game animal for the intent of continuing a hunt or chase, or for the purpose of training dogs. Upon treeing, baying, or otherwise containing an animal in a manner that offers the animal no avenue of escape, the person or the hunting party shall either (i) harvest the animal if within a legal take season and by using lawful methods of take or (ii) terminate the chase by retrieving the dogs and allowing the animal freedom to escape for the remainder of the same calendar day.

B. It shall be unlawful to dislodge an animal from a tree for the intent of continuing a hunt or chase, or for the purpose of training dogs.

C. It shall be unlawful to use [ electronic tracking equipment, to include but not be limited to radio collars and telemetry devices radio tracking equipment, except on dogs ], to aid in the chase, harvest or capture of wildlife. No part of this section shall be construed to prohibit the use of [ telemetry to aid with the location or recovery of dogs or for the use in department-authorized wildlife management activities radio tracking equipment for wildlife management activities conducted or authorized by the department or for the location or recovery of dogs ].

[ D. Any electronic tracking equipment utilized in violation of this section shall be immediately seized by the arresting officer and disposed of upon conviction as ordered by the court. ]

VA.R. Doc. No. R03-144; Filed May 14, 2003, 10:43 a.m.

* * * * * * * *

Title of Regulation: 4 VAC 15-50. Game: Bear (amending 4 VAC 15-50-10, 4 VAC 15-50-20, 4 VAC 15-50-25, 4 VAC 15-50-70, 4 VAC 15-50-80, 4 VAC 15-50-90, 4 VAC 15-50-110, and 4 VAC 15-50-120; adding 4 VAC 15-50-71, 4 VAC 15-50-81, and 4 VAC 15-50-91; repealing 4 VAC 15-50-30).

Statutory Authority: §§ 29.1-501 and 29.1-502 of the Code of Virginia.
Effective Date: July 1, 2003.
Agency Contact: Phil Smith, Policy Analyst and Regulatory Coordinator, Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, 4010 West Broad Street, Richmond, VA 23230, telephone (804) 367-1000, FAX (804) 367-0488 or e-mail RegComments@dgif.state.va.us.

Summary:

The amendments (i) specify certain counties and cities that are excepted out of the general firearms bear season; (ii) establish an open hunting season on bear in 21 counties or portions of counties from the first Monday in December and for 11 consecutive days following; (iii) include the City of Virginia Beach in the open season for hunting bears; (iv) expand bear hunting by repealing the continuous closed season on bear hunting in certain counties; (v) establish a muzzleloading gun season on black bear from the Tuesday prior to the third Monday in November and for three consecutive hunting days following except in specified counties and cities or portions thereof; (vi) prohibit the use of dogs during the bear muzzleloading gun season; (vii) define muzzleloading gun for the purpose of 4 VAC 15-50-71; (viii) prohibit the possession of other firearms during the muzzleloading gun season; (ix) provide that the existing provisions governing the tagging of bear will expire on June 30, 2004, and establish a new system for validating tagging and checking bear beginning July 1, 2004; (x) prohibit the use of dogs for bear hunting in certain counties and cities or portions thereof; and (xi) prohibit bear hound training season (chase) in certain counties and cities or portions thereof.

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The proposed regulation was adopted as published in 19:15 VA.R. 2227-2230 April 7, 2003, with the changes identified below. Pursuant to § 2.2-4031 A of the Code of Virginia, the adopted regulation is not published at length; however, the sections that have changed since publication of the proposed are set out.

4 VAC 15‑50‑10. [ No change from proposed. ]

4 VAC 15-50-20. Open season; Russell County and Clinch Mountain and Hidden Valley Wildlife Management Areas [ certain counties or portions of counties; ] first Monday in December and for 11 consecutive hunting days following [ in certain counties or portions of counties and on the Clinch Mountain and Hidden Valley Wildlife Management Areas ].

It shall be lawful to hunt bear from the first Monday in December and for 11 consecutive hunting days following, both dates inclusive, in Russell County (south and east of U.S. Route 19) and [ on the Clinch Mountain and Hidden Valley Wildlife Management Areas and in ] the counties of Buchanan, Campbell (west of Norfolk Southern Railroad), Carroll, Dickenson, Floyd, Franklin, Grayson, Henry, Lee, Montgomery (south of Interstate 81), Patrick, Pittsylvania (west of Norfolk Southern Railroad), Pulaski (south of Interstate 81), Roanoke (south of Interstate 81), Russell, Scott, Smyth (south of Interstate 81 [ and that part north of Interstate 81 that is west of Route 16) ], Tazewell [ (that part north of Route 19 that is ] west of Route 16), Washington [ (south of Interstate 81 and that part north of Interstate 81 that is west of Route 19) ], Wise, and Wythe (south of Interstate 81).

4 VAC 15‑50‑25. [ No change from proposed. ]

4 VAC 15‑50‑30. [ No change from proposed. ]
4 VAC 15‑50‑70. Bow and arrow hunting.

A. Season. It shall be lawful to hunt bear during the special archery season with bow and arrow from the [ second first ] Saturday in October through the [ Saturday Friday ] prior to the [ second third ] Monday in November, both dates inclusive.

B. Carrying firearms prohibited. It shall be unlawful to carry firearms while hunting with bow and arrow.

C. Requirements for bow and arrow. Arrows used for hunting big game must have a minimum width head of 7/8 of an inch and the bow used for such hunting must be capable of casting a broadhead arrow a minimum of 125 yards.

D. Use of dogs prohibited during bow season. It shall be unlawful to use dogs when hunting with bow and arrow from the [ second first ] Saturday in October through the [ Saturday Friday ] prior to the [ second third ] Monday in November, both dates inclusive.

E. It shall be lawful for persons with permanent physical disabilities, who are in full compliance with the requirements of 4 VAC 15‑40‑20 B, to hunt bear subject to the provisions of subsections A through D of this section. For the purpose of the application of subsections A through D to this subsection the phrase "bow and arrow" includes crossbow.

4 VAC 15-50-71. Muzzleloading gun hunting.

A. It shall be lawful to hunt bear during the special muzzleloading season with muzzleloading guns from the Tuesday prior to the third Monday in November and for three consecutive hunting days following, both dates inclusive, except in [ Alleghany, ] Amherst, Augusta ( [ east west ] of Interstate 81 and [ that part east of Interstate 81 that is ] south of Interstate 64), [ Bath, ] Bedford, Bland, Botetourt [ (east of Interstate 81) ], Buchanan, Campbell (west of Norfolk Southern Railroad), Carroll, Craig, Dickenson, Floyd, Franklin, Giles, Grayson, Henry, [ Highland, ] Lee, Montgomery, Nelson, Patrick, Pittsylvania (west of Norfolk Southern Railroad), Pulaski, Roanoke, Rockbridge [ (east of Interstate 81) ], [ Rockingham (west of Interstate 81), ] Russell, Scott, [ Shenandoah (west of Interstate 81), ] Smyth, Tazewell, Washington, Wise and Wythe counties and in the cities of Chesapeake, Suffolk and Virginia Beach.

B. It shall be unlawful to hunt bear with dogs during any special season for hunting with muzzleloading guns.

C. A muzzleloading gun, for the purpose of this section, means a single shot flintlock or percussion weapon, excluding muzzleloading pistols, .45 caliber or larger, firing a single projectile or sabot (with a .38 caliber or larger projectile) of the same caliber loaded from the muzzle of the weapon and propelled by at least 50 grains of black powder (or black powder equivalent).

D. It shall be unlawful to have in immediate possession any firearm other than a muzzleloading gun while hunting with a muzzleloading gun in a special muzzleloading season.

4 VAC 15‑50‑80. [ No change from proposed. ]

4 VAC 15-50-81. [ No change from proposed. ]
4 VAC 15‑50‑90. [ No change from proposed. ]

4 VAC 15-50-91. [ No change from proposed. ]
4 VAC 15‑50‑110. Use of dogs in hunting bear.

A. Generally. It shall be unlawful to use dogs for the hunting of bear during the open season for hunting deer in the counties west of the Blue Ridge Mountains and in the counties of Amherst (west of U.S. Route 29), Bedford, Campbell (west of Norfolk Southern Railroad), and Nelson (west of Route 151) and Pittsylvania (west of Norfolk Southern Railroad); and within the boundaries of the national forests.

B. Special provision for Greene and Madison counties. It shall be unlawful to use dogs for the hunting of bear during the first 12 hunting days of the open season for hunting deer in the counties of Greene and Madison.

C. It shall be unlawful to use dogs for the hunting of bear in the counties of Campbell (west of Norfolk Southern Railroad), Carroll, Floyd, Franklin, Grayson (east of Route 21), Henry, Montgomery (south of Interstate 81), Patrick, Pittsylvania (west of Norfolk Southern Railroad), Pulaski (south of Interstate 81), [ Roanoke (south of a continuous line formed by Route 785, Route 311 and Route 779), ] and Wythe (that part east of Route 21 that is south of Interstate 81).

4 VAC 15‑50‑120. Bear hound training season.

Except as otherwise specifically provided in the sections appearing in this chapter, it shall be lawful to chase black bear with dogs, without capturing or taking, in all counties and cities or in the portions of counties in which bear hunting is permitted except in the counties of Accomack, Amelia, Appomattox, Brunswick, Buckingham, Campbell, Caroline, Carroll, Charles City, Charlotte, Chesterfield, Clarke, Cumberland, Dinwiddie, Essex, Fairfax, Fauquier, Floyd, Fluvanna, Franklin, Frederick, Gloucester, Goochland, Grayson, Greensville, Halifax, Hanover, Henrico, Henry, Isle of Wight, James City, King & Queen, King George, King William, Lancaster, Loudoun, Louisa, Lunenburg, Mathews, Mecklenburg, Middlesex, Montgomery (south of Interstate 81), New Kent, Northampton, Northumberland, Nottoway, Orange, Patrick, Pittsylvania, Powhatan, Prince Edward, Prince George, Prince William, Pulaski (south of Interstate 81), Richmond, [ Roanoke (south of a continuous line formed by Route 785, Route 311 and Route 779), ] Roanoke (south of a continuous line formed by [ Rt. Route ] 785, [ Rt. Route ] 311 and [ Rt. Route ] 779), Smyth (south of Interstate 81), Southampton, Spotsylvania, Stafford, Surry, Sussex, Washington (south of Interstate 81), Westmoreland, Wythe (south of Interstate 81), and York, and in the cities of Hampton, Newport News and Norfolk, from the last Saturday in August through the last Saturday in September. It shall be unlawful to have in immediate possession a firearm, bow or any weapon or device capable of taking a black bear.

VA.R. Doc. No. R03-145; Filed May 14, 2003, 10:43 a.m.

* * * * * * * *

Title of Regulation: 4 VAC 15-60. Game: Beaver (amending 4 VAC 15-60-20).

Statutory Authority: §§ 29.1-501 and 29.1-502 of the Code of Virginia.
Effective Date: July 1, 2003.
Agency Contact: Phil Smith, Policy Analyst and Regulatory Coordinator, Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, 4010 West Broad Street, Richmond, VA 23230, telephone (804) 367-1000, FAX (804) 367-0488 or e-mail RegComments@dgif.state.va.us.

Summary:

The amendment establishes a continuous open trapping season for beaver within incorporated limits of any city or town in the Commonwealth and in the counties of Arlington, Chesterfield, Fairfax, Henrico, James City, Loudoun, Prince William, Spotsylvania, Stafford, Roanoke and York.

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The proposed regulation was adopted as published in 19:15 VA.R. 2230 April 7, 2003, without change. Therefore, pursuant to § 2.2-4031 A of the Code of Virginia, the text of the final regulation is not set out.

VA.R. Doc. No. R03-146; Filed May 14, 2003, 10:42 a.m.

* * * * * * * *

Title of Regulation: 4 VAC 15-90. Game: Deer (amending 4 VAC 15-90-10, 4 VAC 15-90-20, 4 VAC 15-90-21, 4 VAC 15-90-70, 4 VAC 15-90-80, 4 VAC 15-90-90, 4 VAC 15-90-100, 4 VAC 15-90-110, 4 VAC 15-120, 4 VAC 15-90-141, 4 VAC 15-90-160, 4 VAC 15-90-170, 4 VAC 15-90-190, 4 VAC 15-90-195, 4 VAC 15-90-200, 4 VAC 15-90-210, 4 VAC 15-90-220, 4 VAC 15-90-230, and 4 VAC 15-90-240; adding 4 VAC 15-90-121, 4 VAC 15-90-231, and 4 VAC 15-90-241).

Statutory Authority: §§ 29.1-501 and 29.1-502 of the Code of Virginia.
Effective Date: July 1, 2003.
Agency Contact: Phil Smith, Policy Analyst and Regulatory Coordinator, 4010 West Broad Street, Richmond, VA 23230, telephone (804) 367-1000, FAX (804) 367-0488 or e-mail RegComments@dgif.state.va.us.

Summary:

The amendments (i) move opening day for muzzleloader and general firearms deer seasons to Saturday; (ii) increase the bag limit on July 1, 2004, from four to six and antlerless only tags from one to three east of Blue Ridge and from three to five and antlerless only tags from one to three west; (iii) expand urban archery season to the Monday following the close of deer season through the last Saturday in March; (iv) extend two week firearms season to four weeks in Franklin and Henry counties; (v) extend two week firearms season to seven weeks in Amherst, Nelson and Pittsylvania counties west of the dog line; (vi) allow the taking of antlerless deer during the entire muzzleloader and general firearms seasons in all cities and towns (with a few exceptions) that allow hunting; (vii) establish full season either sex deer hunting during the entire muzzleloader season in Floyd County and on private lands in Roanoke County; (viii) provide the late muzzleloader season in Virginia Beach; (ix) increase the number of either sex deer hunting days on private lands in 34 counties and on public lands in 24 counties; (x) reduce the number of either sex deer hunting days in two counties.

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The proposed regulation was adopted as published in 19:15 VA.R. 2230-2236 April 7, 2003, with the changes identified below. Pursuant to § 2.2-4031 A of the Code of Virginia, the adopted regulation is not published at length; however, the sections that have changed since publication of the proposed are set out.

4 VAC 15‑90‑10. [ No change from proposed. ]

4 VAC 15‑90‑20. Two‑week open season; cities, towns, and counties west of Blue Ridge Mountains and certain cities, towns, and counties or parts thereof east of Blue Ridge Mountains.

It shall be lawful to hunt deer on the Saturday prior to the third Monday in November and for 11 12 consecutive hunting days following in the cities, towns and counties west of the Blue Ridge Mountains (except Clarke [ County and Floyd counties ] and on non‑national forest lands in Frederick County, and on the Radford Army Ammunition Plant in Pulaski County), and in the [county counties ] (including cities and towns within) of [ Amherst (west of U.S. Route 29), ] Bedford [ , Campbell (west of Norfolk Southern Railroad except in the City of Lynchburg), ] Franklin, Henry, [ Nelson (west of Route 151) ] and Pittsylvania (west of Norfolk Southern Railroad), and on the Chester F. Phelps Wildlife Management Area, Fairystone Farms Wildlife Management Area, Fairystone State Park, and Philpott Reservoir.

4 VAC 15‑90‑21. Four‑week open season in Patrick County; certain cities, towns, and counties or parts thereof [ east of the Blue Ridge Mountains ].

It shall be lawful to hunt deer on the Saturday prior to the third Monday in November and for 23 24 consecutive hunting days following in Patrick County (except on Fairystone Farms Wildlife Management Area, Fairystone State Park, and Philpott Reservoir) the counties (including the cities and towns within) of [ Floyd, ] Franklin, Henry, [ and ] Patrick [ and Pittsylvania (west of Norfolk Southern Railroad) ].

4 VAC 15‑90‑70. Bow and arrow hunting.

A. Early special archery. It shall be lawful to hunt deer during the early special archery season with bow and arrow from the first Saturday in October through the Saturday Friday prior to the third Monday in November, both dates inclusive, except where there is a closed general hunting season on deer.

B. Late special archery season west of Blue Ridge Mountains and certain cities and counties east of Blue Ridge Mountains. In addition to the season provided in subsection A of this section, it shall be lawful to hunt deer during the late special archery season with bow and arrow from the Monday following the close of the general firearms season on deer [ west of the Blue Ridge Mountains ] through the first Saturday in January, both dates inclusive, in all cities, towns, and counties west of the Blue Ridge Mountains (except Clarke County and on non‑national forest lands in Frederick County) and in the counties of (including the cities and towns within) of Amherst (west of U.S. Route 29), Bedford, Campbell (west of Norfolk Southern Railroad), Franklin, Henry, Nelson (west of Route 151), Patrick and Pittsylvania (west of Norfolk Southern Railroad) and on the Chester F. Phelps Wildlife Management Area and on national forest lands in Frederick County and from December 1 through the first Saturday in January, both dates inclusive, in the cities of Chesapeake, Suffolk (east of the Dismal Swamp line) and Virginia Beach.

C. Either‑sex deer hunting days. Deer of either sex may be taken full season during the special archery seasons as provided in subsections A and B of this section (except in Buchanan County and on private lands in the counties of Dickenson and Wise where it shall be unlawful to take antlerless deer during the special archery seasons provided for in subsections A and B of this section).

D. Carrying firearms prohibited. It shall be unlawful to carry firearms while hunting with bow and arrow during the special archery seasons.

E. Requirements for bow and arrow. Arrows used for hunting big game must have a minimum width head of 7/8 of an inch and the bow used for such hunting must be capable of casting a broadhead arrow a minimum of 125 yards.

F. Use of dogs prohibited during bow season. It shall be unlawful to use dogs when hunting with bow and arrow [ from the first Saturday in October through the Saturday prior to the third Monday in November, both dates inclusive during any special archery season ].

G. It shall be lawful for persons with permanent physical disabilities, who are in full compliance with the requirements of 4 VAC 15‑40‑20 B, to hunt deer subject to the provisions of subsections A through [ G H ] of this section. For the purpose of the application of subsections A through [ G H ] to this subsection, the phrase "bow and arrow" includes crossbow.

H. Early special urban archery season. It shall be lawful to hunt antlerless deer during the special urban archery season with bow and arrow from the third Saturday in September through the Friday prior to the first Saturday in October, both dates inclusive, and from the Monday following the first Saturday in January through the last Saturday in March, both dates inclusive, within the incorporated limits of any city or town in the Commonwealth (except in the cities of Chesapeake, Suffolk, and Virginia Beach and in the cities and towns in Buchanan, Dickenson and Wise counties) and the counties of Fairfax and York provided that its governing body submits by certified letter to the department prior to May 1, annually, its intent to participate in the early special urban archery season. The early special urban archery season will take effect in the 2002‑2003 hunting season. Any city, town, or county no longer participating in this season shall submit by certified letter to the department prior to May 1 notice of its intent not to participate in the special urban archery season.
4 VAC 15‑90‑80. [ No change from proposed. ]

4 VAC 15‑90‑90. [ No change from proposed. ]

4 VAC 15‑90‑100. General firearms season either‑sex deer hunting days; Saturday following third Monday in November and last two hunting days.

During the general firearms season, deer of either sex may be taken on the Saturday immediately following the third Monday in November and the last two hunting days only, in the counties of (including cities within) Alleghany (except on national forest lands), Augusta (except on national forest and department‑owned lands), Bath (except on national forest lands), Bland (except on national forest lands), Carroll (except on national forest and department‑owned lands), Craig (except on national forest lands), Giles (except on national forest lands), Highland (except on national forest and department‑owned lands), Page (except on national forest lands), Pulaski (except on national forest lands and the Radford Army Ammunition Plant), Rockbridge (except on national forest and department‑owned lands), and Wythe (except on national forest lands) Lee (except on national forest lands), Page (except on national forest lands), Russell (except on Clinch Mountain Wildlife Management Area and Hidden Valley Wildlife Management Area), [ Scott (except on national forest lands), ] Smyth (except on national forest lands and Clinch Mountain Wildlife Management Area and Hidden Valley Wildlife Management Area), Tazewell (except on national forest lands and Clinch Mountain Wildlife Management Area and Hidden Valley Wildlife Management Area), Washington (except on national forest lands and Clinch Mountain Wildlife Management Area and Hidden Valley Wildlife Management Area), and on Fairystone Farms Wildlife Management Area, Fairystone State Park, Philpott Reservoir, and Turkeycock Mountain Wildlife Management Area and on national forest and department-owned lands in Alleghany, Augusta, Bath, Bland, Botetourt, Carroll, Craig, Giles, Highland, Montgomery, Pulaski, Roanoke, Rockbridge, and Wythe.

4 VAC 15‑90‑110. [ No change from proposed. ]

4 VAC 15‑90‑120. [ No change from proposed. ]

4 VAC 15-90-121. [ No change from proposed. ]

4 VAC 15‑90‑141. [ No change from proposed. ]

4 VAC 15‑90‑160. [ No change from proposed. ]

4 VAC 15‑90‑170. [ No change from proposed. ]

4 VAC 15‑90‑190. General firearms season either‑sex deer hunting days; first Saturday immediately following third Monday in November and last six days.

During the general firearms season, deer of either sex may be taken on the first Saturday immediately following the third Monday in November and the last six hunting days, in the counties of (including cities within) Botetourt (except on national forest lands), Grayson (except on national forest lands and portions of Grayson Highland State Park open to hunting), Middlesex, Mathews, Montgomery Alleghany (except on national forest lands), Augusta (except on national forest and department-owned lands), Bath (except on national forest and department-owned lands), Bland (except on national forest lands), Carroll (except on national forest and department-owned lands), Craig (except on national forest lands), Giles (except on national forest lands), Highland (except on national forest and department-owned lands), Pulaski (except on national forest lands and the Radford Army Ammunition Plant), Rockbridge (except on national forest and department-owned lands), Rockingham (except on national forest lands), [ Scott (except on national forest lands), ] Shenandoah (except on national forest lands), and Wythe (except on national forest lands), and on the James River Wildlife Management Area, and on national forest lands in Amherst, Bedford, and Nelson counties.

4 VAC 15‑90‑195. General firearms season either‑sex deer hunting days; first two Saturdays immediately following third Monday in November and last six hunting days.

During the general firearms season, deer of either sex may be taken on the first two Saturdays immediately following the third Monday in November and on the last six hunting days, in the counties of (including the cities within) Caroline (except Fort A.P. Hill), Charles City (except on Chickahominy Wildlife Management Area), Chesterfield (except on Pocahontas State Park and Presquile NWR), [ Essex, ] King George (except Caledon Natural Area and Dahlgren Surface Warfare Center), King and Queen, King William, Louisa, Mathews, Middlesex, New Kent, Richmond, and Westmoreland.

4 VAC 15‑90‑200. [ No change from proposed. ]

4 VAC 15‑90‑210. General firearms season either‑sex deer hunting days; first two Saturdays immediately following third Monday in November and last 12 hunting days.

During the general firearms season, deer of either sex may be taken on the first two Saturdays immediately following the third Monday in November and on the last 12 hunting days, in the counties of (including the cities within) Albemarle, Amherst (east of U.S. Route 29), Campbell (east of Norfolk Southern Railroad except City of Lynchburg), Culpeper (except on Chester F. Phelps Wildlife Management Area), Fauquier (except on the G. Richard Thompson and Chester F. Phelps Wildlife Management Areas, Sky Meadows State Park and Quantico Marine Reservation) [ Essex, ] Gloucester, Goochland (east of U.S. Route 522), Greene, Halifax, Hanover, Henrico (except Presquile National Wildlife Refuge), James City (except York River State Park), Lancaster, Madison, Nelson (east of Route 151 except James River Wildlife Management Area), Northumberland, Orange, Pittsylvania (east of Norfolk Southern Railroad except White Oak Mountain Wildlife Management Area), Rappahannock, Richmond, Spotsylvania, Stafford (except on Quantico Marine Reservation), and in the City of Suffolk (west of the Dismal Swamp line).

4 VAC 15‑90‑220. [ No change from proposed. ]

4 VAC 15‑90‑230. [ No change from proposed. ]

4 VAC 15-90-231. [ No change from proposed. ]

4 VAC 15‑90‑240. [ No change from proposed. ]

4 VAC 15-90-241. Checking deer by persons exempt from license requirement or holding a license authorization number.

A. This section is effective July 1, 2004.

B. Upon killing a deer, any person exempt from license requirement as prescribed in § 29.1-301 of the Code of Virginia, or issued a complimentary license as prescribed in § 29.1-339, or the holder of a permanent license issued pursuant to § 29.1-301 E, or the holder of a Virginia license authorization number issued by a telephone or electronic media agent pursuant to § 29.1-327 B shall, upon vehicle transport of the carcass or at the conclusion of legal hunting hours, whichever occurs first, and without unnecessary delay, present the carcass to an authorized checking station or to any appropriate representative of the department in the county or adjoining county in which the deer was killed or report the kill through the department’s toll-free Telecheck system. At such time, the person checking or reporting the carcass shall be given a game check card furnished by the department or a Telecheck confirmation number. If checked at a big game check station, the game check card must be kept in possession with the carcass until the carcass is processed. If the carcass is left unattended, the game check card must be securely attached to the carcass. If the kill is reported using the Telecheck reporting system, [ no check card is required as long as the hunter who killed the animal is in possession of the carcass. If the Telecheck-reported carcass is left unattended or transferred to the possession of another individual, written documentation including the successful hunter’s full name, the date the animal was killed, and the Telecheck confirmation number must be created and kept in possession with the carcass until the carcass is processed. If the carcass is left unattended, this written documentation must be securely attached to the carcass the successful hunter shall immediately create written documentation including the successful hunter's full name, the date the animal was killed, and the Telecheck confirmation number. This written documentation must be kept in possession with the carcass until the carcass is processed. If the Telecheck-reported carcass is transferred to the possession of another individual, the written documentation must be transferred with the carcass to the individual and kept in possession with the carcass until the carcass is processed. If the carcass is left unattended, this written documentation must be securely attached to the carcass ].

C. It shall be unlawful for any person to destroy the identity (sex) of any deer killed until the deer is checked as required by this section. Successful deer hunters are allowed to dismember the carcass to pack it out from the place of kill as long at they do not destroy the identity of the sex and all the parts of the carcass are present when the deer is checked at a big game check station or reported through the Telecheck system.
VA.R. Doc. No. R03-147; Filed May 14, 2003, 10:42 a.m.

* * * * * * * *

Title of Regulation: 4 VAC 15-140. Game: Muskrat (amending 4 VAC 15-140-20; repealing 4 VAC 15-140-40).

Statutory Authority: §§ 29.1-501 and 29.1-502 of the Code of Virginia.
Effective Date: July 1, 2003.
Agency Contact: Phil Smith, Policy Analyst and Regulatory Coordinator, Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, 4010 West Broad Street, Richmond, VA 23230, telephone (804) 367-1000, FAX (804) 367-0488 or e-mail RegComments@dgif.state.va.us.

Summary:

The amendments (i) establish a continuous open trapping season for muskrat within incorporated limits of any city or town in the Commonwealth and in certain specified counties and (ii) repeal the restriction on the setting of traps on a stob, float or floating device for capturing muskrat.

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The proposed regulation was adopted as published in 19:15 VA.R. 2237 April 7, 2003, without change. Therefore, pursuant to § 2.2-4031 A of the Code of Virginia, the text of the final regulation is not set out.

VA.R. Doc. No. R03-148; Filed May 14, 2003, 10:41 a.m.

* * * * * * * *

Title of Regulation: 4 VAC 15-160. Game: Opossum (amending 4 VAC 15-160-10 and 4 VAC 15-160-31; repealing 4 VAC 15-160-20).

Statutory Authority: §§ 29.1-501 and 29.1-502 of the Code of Virginia.
Effective Date: July 1, 2003.
Agency Contact: Phil Smith, Policy Analyst and Regulatory Coordinator, Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, 4010 West Broad Street, Richmond, VA 23230, telephone (804) 367-1000, FAX (804) 367-0488 or e-mail RegComments@dgif.state.va.us.

Summary:

The amendments (i) provide for a uniform statewide hunting season of opossum by rescinding the references to the excepted areas and (ii) establish a continuous open trapping season for opossum within incorporated limits of any city or town in the Commonwealth and in certain specified counties.

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The proposed regulation was adopted as published in 19:15 VA.R. 2237 April 7, 2003, without change. Therefore, pursuant to § 2.2-4031 A of the Code of Virginia, the text of the final regulation is not set out.

VA.R. Doc. No. R03-149; Filed May 14, 2003, 10:41 a.m.

* * * * * * *

Title of Regulation: 4 VAC 15-200. Game: Rabbit and Hare (amending 4 VAC 15-200-10).

Statutory Authority: §§ 29.1-501 and 29.1-502 of the Code of Virginia.
Effective Date: July 1, 2003.
Agency Contact: Phil Smith, Policy Analyst and Regulatory Coordinator, Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, 4010 West Broad Street, Richmond, VA 23230, telephone (804) 367-1000, FAX (804) 367-0488 or e-mail RegComments@dgif.state.va.us.

Summary:

The amendment extends the rabbit season by two weeks by changing the closing date from January 31 to February 14.


REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The proposed regulation was adopted as published in 19:15 VA.R. 2237 April 7, 2003, without change. Therefore, pursuant to § 2.2-4031 A of the Code of Virginia, the text of the final regulation is not set out.

VA.R. Doc. No. R03-150; Filed May 14, 2003, 10:41 a.m.

* * * * * * * *

Title of Regulation: 4 VAC 15-210. Game: Raccoon (amending 4 VAC 15-210-30 and 4 VAC 15-210-51; repealing 4 VAC 15-210-40).

Statutory Authority: §§ 29.1-501 and 29.1-502 of the Code of Virginia.
Effective Date: July 1, 2003.
Agency Contact: Phil Smith, Policy Analyst and Regulatory Coordinator, Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, 4010 West Broad Street, Richmond, VA 23230, telephone (804) 367-1000, FAX (804) 367-0488 or e-mail RegComments@dgif.state.va.us.

Summary:

The amendments (i) provide for a uniform statewide hunting season of raccoon by rescinding the references to the excepted areas and (ii) establish a continuous open trapping season for raccoon within incorporated limits of any city or town in the Commonwealth and in certain specified counties.

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The proposed regulation was adopted as published in 19:15 VA.R. 2238 April 7, 2003, without change. Therefore, pursuant to § 2.2-4031 A of the Code of Virginia, the text of the final regulation is not set out.

VA.R. Doc. No. R03-151; Filed May 14, 2003, 10:40 a.m.

* * * * * * * *

Title of Regulation: 4 VAC 15-230. Game: Squirrel (amending 4 VAC 15-230-20 and 4 VAC 15-230-60; repealing 4 VAC 15-230-30 and 4 VAC 15-230-70).

Statutory Authority: §§ 29.1-501 and 29.1-502 of the Code of Virginia.
Effective Date: July 1, 2003.
Agency Contact: Phil Smith, Policy Analyst and Regulatory Coordinator, Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, 4010 West Broad Street, Richmond, VA 23230, telephone (804) 367-1000, FAX (804) 367-0488 or e-mail RegComments@dgif.state.va.us.

Summary:

The amendments (i) expand and make uniform statewide the gray and red squirrel season, and (ii) include and exclude certain localities regarding the fox squirrel season while providing for a uniform open season date.


REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The proposed regulation was adopted as published in 19:15 VA.R. 2238 April 7, 2003, without change. Therefore, pursuant to § 2.2-4031 A of the Code of Virginia, the text of the final regulation is not set out.

VA.R. Doc. No. R03-152; Filed May 14, 2003, 10:40 a.m.

* * * * * * * *

Title of Regulation: 4 VAC 15-240. Game: Turkey (amending 4 VAC 15-240-31, 4 VAC 15-240-40, 4 VAC 15-240-50, 4 VAC 15-240-80, and 4 VAC 15-240-90; adding 4 VAC 15-240-81 and 4 VAC 15-240-91).

Statutory Authority: §§ 29.1-501 and 29.1-502 of the Code of Virginia.
Effective Date: July 1, 2003.
Agency Contact: Phil Smith, Policy Analyst and Regulatory Coordinator, Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, 4010 West Broad Street, Richmond, VA 23230, telephone (804) 367-1000, FAX (804) 367-0488 or e-mail RegComments@dgif.state.va.us.

Summary:

The amendments (i) expand the fall turkey hunting season in certain counties and add a county, (ii) create a youth turkey hunting opportunity, and (iii) make changes regarding the tagging and checking of turkeys.

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The proposed regulation was adopted as published in 19:15 VA.R. 2239-2240 April 7, 2003, with the changes identified below. Pursuant to § 2.2-4031 A of the Code of Virginia, the adopted regulation is not published at length; however, the sections that have changed since publication of the proposed are set out.

4 VAC 15‑240‑31. [ No change from proposed. ]

4 VAC 15‑240‑40. Open season; spring season for bearded turkeys.

A. Except as otherwise provided in this section, it shall be lawful to hunt bearded turkeys only from the second Saturday in April and for 30 consecutive hunting days following, both dates inclusive, from 1/2 hour before sunrise to 12:00 noon prevailing time during the first 19 hunting days and from 1/2 hour before sunrise to [ 6 p.m. sunset ] during the last 12 hunting days of the spring season.

B. Turkey hunters 15 years of age and under may hunt on the first Saturday in April from 1/2 hour before sunrise to 12:00 noon prevailing time, when in compliance with applicable license requirements and when accompanied and directly supervised by an adult who has a valid Virginia hunting license on his person or an adult that is exempt from purchasing a hunting license. Adult hunters accompanying youth hunters on this day may assist with calling but they shall not carry or discharge weapons.

C. Bearded turkeys may be hunted by calling.

D. It shall be unlawful to use dogs or organized drives for the purpose of hunting.

E. It shall be unlawful to use or have in possession any shot larger than number 2 fine shot when hunting turkeys with a shotgun.

4 VAC 15‑240‑50. [ No change from proposed. ]

4 VAC 15‑240‑80. [ No change from proposed. ]

4 VAC 15-240-81. [ No change from proposed. ]

4 VAC 15‑240‑90. [ No change from proposed. ]

4 VAC 15-240-91. Checking turkey by persons exempt from license requirement or holding a license authorization number.

A. This section is effective July 1, 2004.

B. Upon killing a turkey, any person exempt from the license requirement as described in § 29.1-301 of the Code of Virginia, or issued a complimentary license as prescribed in § 29.1-339, or the holder of a permanent license issued pursuant to § 29.1-301 E, or the holder of a Virginia license authorization number issued by a telephone or electronic media agent pursuant to § 29.1-327 B shall, upon vehicle transport of the carcass or at the conclusion of legal hunting hours, whichever comes first, and without unnecessary delay, present the carcass to an authorized checking station or to any appropriate representative of the department in the county or adjoining county in which the turkey was killed or report their spring kill (as provided by 4 VAC 15-240-40) through the department’s toll-free Telecheck system. At such time, the person checking or reporting the carcass shall be given a game check card furnished by the department or a Telecheck confirmation number. If checked at a big game check station, the game check card must be kept in possession with the carcass until the carcass is processed. If the carcass is left unattended, the game check card must be securely attached to the carcass. If a spring-season kill is reported using the Telecheck reporting system, [ no check card is required as long as the hunter who killed the animal is in possession of the carcass. If the Telecheck-reported spring carcass is left unattended or transferred to the possession of another individual, written documentation including the successful hunter’s full name, the date the animal was killed, and the Telecheck confirmation number must be created and kept in possession with the carcass until the carcass is processed. If the carcass is left unattended, this written documentation must be securely attached to the carcass the successful hunter shall immediately create written documentation including the successful hunter’s full name, the date the animal was killed, and the Telecheck confirmation number. This written documentation must be kept in possession with the carcass until the carcass is processed. If the Telecheck-reported carcass is transferred to the possession of another individual, the written documentation must be transferred with the carcass to the individual and kept in possession with the carcass until the carcass is processed. If the carcass is left unattended, this written documentation must be securely attached to the carcass ]. 
C. It shall be unlawful for any person to destroy the identity of the sex of any turkey killed until the turkey is checked as required by this section.

VA.R. Doc. No. R03-153; Filed May 14, 2003, 10:30 a.m.

* * * * * * * *

Title of Regulation: 4 VAC 15-260. Game: Waterfowl and Waterfowl Blinds (amending 4 VAC 15-260-120).

Statutory Authority: §§ 29.1-501 and 29.1-502 of the Code of Virginia.
Effective Date: July 1, 2003.
Agency Contact: Phil Smith, Policy Analyst and Regulatory Coordinator, Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, 4010 West Broad Street, Richmond, VA 23230, telephone (804) 367-1000, FAX (804) 367-0488 or e-mail RegComments@dgif.state.va.us.

Summary:

The amendments (i) remove the reference to old-squaw ducks and replace it with long-tailed ducks; (ii) open the Pocomoke Sound during the special sea duck season; (iii) clarify that the hunting of sea ducks is permitted in designated waters at a distance greater than 800 yards of any shore, island or emergent vegetation during the special sea duck season.

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The proposed regulation was adopted as published in 19:15 VA.R. 2240-2241 April 7, 2003, without change. Therefore, pursuant to § 2.2-4031 A of the Code of Virginia, the text of the final regulation is not set out.

VA.R. Doc. No. R03-154; Filed May 14, 2003, 10:39

* * * * * * * *

Title of Regulation: 4 VAC 15-290. Game: Permits (amending 4 VAC 15-290-115).

Statutory Authority: §§ 29.1-501 and 29.1-502 of the Code of Virginia.
Effective Date: July 1, 2003.
Agency Contact: Phil Smith, Policy Analyst and Regulatory Coordinator, Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, 4010 West Broad Street, Richmond, VA 23230, telephone (804) 367-1000, FAX (804) 367-0488 or e-mail RegComments@dgif.state.va.us.

Summary:

The amendment allows the department to authorize permitted foxhound field trials held within foxhound training enclosures and raccoon hound field trials at any time.

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The proposed regulation was adopted as published in 19:15 VA.R. 2241 April 7, 2003, without change. Therefore, pursuant to § 2.2-4031 A of the Code of Virginia, the text of the final regulation is not set out.

VA.R. Doc. No. R03-155; Filed May 14, 2003, 10:39 a.m.
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