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TITLE 12. HEALTH

STATE BOARD OF HEALTH

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The following regulatory action is exempt from the Administrative Process Act in accordance with § 2.2-4006 A 4 a of the Code of Virginia, which excludes regulations that are necessary to conform to changes in Virginia statutory law or the appropriation act where no agency discretion is involved.  The State Board of Health will receive, consider and respond to petitions by any interested person at any time with respect to reconsideration or revision.

Title of Regulation: 12 VAC 5-120. Regulations for Testing Children for Elevated Blood-Lead Levels (amending 12 VAC 5-120-50).

Statutory Authority: § 32.1-46.1 of the Code of Virginia.

Effective Date: August 13, 2003.

Summary:

The amendment changes a key provision from providing that children "should" be tested to children "shall" be tested for elevated blood-lead levels under the specified conditions. The amendment conforms the regulation with Chapter 463 of the 2003 Acts of Assembly.

Agency Contact: Susan Tlusty, Department of Health, 1500 East Main Street, Richmond, VA 23219, telephone (804) 371-0478, FAX (804) 692-0184 or e-mail stlusty@vdh.state.va.us.

12 VAC 5-120-50. Risk factors requiring testing.

A health care provider should shall test any child for elevated blood-lead level, or have such a child tested, if the provider determines, in the exercise of medical discretion, that such testing is warranted, and that the child meets one or more of the following criteria:

1. Eligible for or receiving benefits from Medicaid or the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and Children (WIC);

2. Living in a high-risk zip code area;

3. Living in or regularly visiting a house or child care facility built before 1950;

4. Living in or regularly visiting a house, apartment, dwelling or other structure, or a child care facility built before 1978, with peeling or chipping paint or with recent (within the last six months), ongoing, or planned renovations;

5. Living in or regularly visiting a house, apartment, dwelling or other structure in which one or more persons have elevated blood-lead levels;

6. Living with an adult whose job or hobby involves exposure to lead as described in Preventing Lead Poisoning in Young Children (CDC, 1991);

7. Living near an active lead smelter, battery recycling plant, or other industry likely to release lead;

8. The child's parent or guardian requests the child's blood be tested due to any suspected exposure;  or

9. A health care provider recommends the child's blood be tested due to any suspected exposure.

The Department of Health will maintain a list of high-risk zip code areas in Virginia.

VA.R. Doc. No. R03-239; Filed June 24, 2003, 10:59 a.m.
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