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TITLE 12. HEALTH

STATE BOARD OF HEALTH

Title of Regulation: 12 VAC 5-200. Regulations Governing Eligibility Standards and Charges for Health Care Services to Individuals (amending 12 VAC 5-200-10).

Statutory Authority: § 32.1-11 of the Code of Virginia.

Effective Date: August 13, 2003.

Summary:

The amendments allow discountd charges for persons receiving health care in local health departments who have incomes equal to or greater than 200% but less than 250% of the federal poverty level (with adjustments for Northern Virginia).

Agency Contact: Douglas R. Harris, Adjudication Officer, Department of Health, 1500 East Main Street, Suite 227, Richmond, VA 23219, telephone (804) 786-3554, FAX (804) 786-6776 or e-mail dharris@vdh.state.va.us.

12 VAC 5-200-10. Definitions.

The following words and terms, when used in this chapter have the following meanings unless the context clearly indicates otherwise:


"Applicant" means the person requesting health care services for himself or on whose behalf a request is made.

"Board" means the State Board of Health. The Board of Health is the policy board of the state Department of Health.

"Child" means any biological or adopted child, and any child placed for adoption or foster care unless otherwise treated as a separate unit by these regulations.

"Commissioner" means the Commissioner of Health. The commissioner is the chief executive officer of the state Department of Health. The commissioner has the authority to act for the Board of Health when it is not in session.

"Department" means the state Department of Health and includes central office, health districts, and local health departments.

"Eligibility determination" means the process of obtaining required information regarding family size, income, and other related data in order to establish charges to the applicant.

"Family" or "family unit" means the applicant and other such household members who together constitute one economic unit. The economic unit shall include the constellation of persons among whom legal responsibilities of support exist; or an individual, even if otherwise within such a constellation, if he independently receives subsistence funds in his own right. The economic unit shall count in its income any contributions to the unit from persons not necessarily living with the constellation.

Parent includes a biological, adoptive, or step parent.

A woman who is pregnant may be counted as a multiple beneficiary when the pregnancy has been verified by a physician or a nurse practitioner working under the supervision of a physician.

A husband and wife who have been separated and are not living together, and who are not dependent on each other for support shall be considered separate family units.

"Flat rate charges" means charges for specified services which are to be charged to all clients regardless of income and with no eligibility determination.

"Gross income" means total cash receipts before taxes from all sources. These include money wages and salaries before any deductions, but do not include food or rent in lieu of wages. These receipts include net receipts from nonfarm or farm self-employment (e.g., receipts from own business or farm expenses) income, plus any depreciation shown on income tax forms. They include regular payments from social security or railroad retirement, unemployment and workers' compensation, strike benefits from union funds, veterans' benefits, training stipends, alimony, child support, and military family allotments or other regular support from an absent family member or someone not living in the household; private pensions, government employee pensions (including military retirement pay), and regular insurance or annuity payments; and income from dividends, interest, net rental income, net royalties, or periodic receipts from estates or trusts, lump sum settlements, and net gambling or lottery winnings.

"Gross income" does not include the value of food stamps, WIC checks, fuel assistance payments, housing assistance, money borrowed, tax refunds, gifts, withdrawal of bank deposits from earned income, earnings of minor children, money received from the sale of property, general relief from the Department of Social Services, or college or university scholarships, grants, fellowships, and assistantships.

"Income scales" means scales based on individual or family gross income. They shall be based on the official poverty guidelines updated annually by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services in accordance with §§ 652 and 6763(2) of the Omnibus Reconciliation Act of 1981 (Public Law 97-35). There shall be two income scales: one for Northern Virginia and one for the remainder of the Commonwealth as follows:

Income Level A - those clients with incomes up to and including 100% of the poverty income guidelines will qualify as Income Level A clients, except for Northern Virginia where the Income Level A will be up to and including 110% of the federal poverty income guidelines will qualify as Income Level A clients.

Income Level B - those clients with incomes above 100% and no more than 110% of the poverty guidelines will qualify as Income Level B clients , except for Northern Virginia where the Income Level B will be above 110% and no more than 133.3% of the federal poverty income guidelines.

Income Level C - those clients with incomes above 110% and no more than 133.3% of the poverty income guidelines will qualify as Income Level C clients, except for Northern Virginia where the Income Level C will be above 133.3% and no more than 166.6% of the federal poverty income guidelines.

Income Level D - those clients with incomes above 133.3% and no more than 166.6% of the poverty income guidelines will qualify as Income Level D clients, except for Northern Virginia where the Income Level D will be above 166.6% and no more than 200% of the federal poverty income guidelines.

Income Level E - those clients with incomes above 166.6% and less than 200% of the poverty income guidelines will qualify as Income Level E clients, except for Northern Virginia where the Income Level E will be above 200% and less than 233.3% of the federal poverty income guidelines.

Income Level F - those clients with incomes equal to or above 200% and less than 250% of the poverty level income guidelines will qualify as Income Level F clients, except for Northern Virginia where all clients with incomes Income Level F will be equal to or above 233.3% and less than 266.6% of the federal poverty income guidelines will qualify as Income Level F clients.

Income Level G - those clients with incomes equal to or above 250% of the poverty level guidelines will qualify as Income Level G clients, except for Northern Virginia where income level G will be equal to or above 266.6% of the federal poverty income guidelines. 

"Legally responsible" means the biological or adoptive parent(s), or those parents whose parentage has been admitted by affidavit or by order of the court.

"Medically indigent" means applicants whose individual or family gross income is defined at Income Level A.

"Minor" means a person less than 18 years of age whose parents are responsible for his care. A minor will be considered a separate family unit when married or not living with any relative or deemed an adult.

A minor shall be deemed an adult for the purposes of consenting to:

1. Medical or health services needed to determine the presence of or to treat venereal disease or any infectious or contagious disease which the State Board of Health requires to be reported.

2. Medical and health services required for birth control, pregnancy, or family planning except for the purposes of sexual sterilization.

"Nonchargeable services" means the health services which the department has determined will be provided without charge and without an eligibility determination to all citizens regardless of income. There is no charge for WIC services, but WIC services do require an eligibility determination.

"Northern Virginia" means the area which includes the cities of Alexandria, Fairfax, Falls Church, Manassas, Manassas Park, and the counties of Arlington, Fairfax, Loudoun, and Prince William.

VA.R. Doc. No. R03-230; Filed June 11, 2003, 4:24 p.m.
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