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TITLE 4. CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES

MARINE RESOURCES COMMISSION

REGISTRAR’S NOTICE:  The following regulations filed by the Marine Resources Commission are exempt from the Administrative Process Act in accordance with § 2.2-4006 A 12 of the Code of Virginia; however, the commission is required to publish the full text of final regulations.

Title of Regulation: 4 VAC 20-950. Pertaining to Black Sea Bass (amending 4 VAC 20-950-47).

Statutory Authority: § 28.2-201 of the Code of Virginia.

Effective Date: July 1, 2003.

Agency Contact: Deborah Cawthon, Regulatory Coordinator, Marine Resources Commission, 2600 Washington Avenue, 3rd Floor, Newport News, VA 23607, telephone (757) 247-2248, FAX (757) 247-2002 or e-mail dcawthon@mrc.state.va.us.

Summary:

The amendment adjusts the quota for commercial harvesting of black sea bass. The directed commercial fishery quota is reduced from 619,703 pounds to 558,334 pounds, and the bycatch commercial fishery quota is reduced from 46,697 to 42,073 pounds.

4 VAC 20-950-47. Commercial harvest quotas.

A. The 2003 directed commercial fishery black sea bass quota is 619,703 558,334 pounds.  When it has been announced that the directed fishery quota has been projected as reached and the directed fishery has been closed, it shall be unlawful for any directed commercial black sea bass fishery permittee to possess aboard any vessel or land in Virginia any black sea bass.

B. The 2003 bycatch commercial fishery black sea bass quota is 46,697 42,073. When it has been announced that the bycatch fishery quota has been projected as reached and the bycatch fishery has been closed, it shall be unlawful for any bycatch commercial black sea bass fishery permittee to possess aboard any vessel or land in Virginia any black sea bass.  In the event the bycatch fishery quota is exceeded, the amount the quota is exceeded shall be deducted from the following year's bycatch fishing quota.

VA.R. Doc. No. R03-256; Filed July 1, 2003, 3:38  p.m.
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