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Roman type indicates existing text of regulations. Italic type indicates new text. Language which has been stricken indicates 
text to be deleted. [Bracketed language] indicates a change from the proposed text of the regulation.


REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: Due to its length, the following proposed regulatory action filed by the Department of Housing and Community Development is not being published. However, in accordance with § 2.2-4031 of the Code of Virginia, the summary is being published in lieu of the full text. The full text of the regulation is available for public inspection at the office of the Registrar of Regulations and at the Department of Housing and Community Development (see contact information below) and is accessible on the Virginia Register of Regulations website at http://register.state.va.us/vol19/welcome.htm.

Titles of Regulations: 13 VAC 5-61. Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code (REPEAL) (repealing 13 VAC 5-61-11 through 13 VAC 5-61-460).

13 VAC 5-62. Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code (adding 13 VAC 5-62-10 through 13 VAC 5-62-480).

Statutory Authority: § 36-98 of the Code of Virginia.

Effective Date: October 1, 2003.

Agency Contact: Stephen W. Calhoun, Regulatory Coordinator, Department of Housing and Community Development, 501 North 2nd Street, Richmond, VA 23219, telephone (804) 371-7015, FAX (804) 371-7090 or e-mail scalhoun@dhcd.state.va.us. Copies of the regulation may be obtained from the Department of Housing and Community Development.  There will be a $.10 charge per page for copies.

Summary:

The amendments to this regulation (i) update the referenced model codes and standards; (ii) add that the USBC applies to amusement devices; (iii) add that officials and assistants may be held responsible for failure to discharge any duty required by law; (iv) add that the official must notify the Department of Housing and Community Development of the employment of assistants; (v) change from three years to one and a half years the time allowed for a person to become certified; (vi) add that fire apparatus access road requirements be identified to the owner prior to the issuance of a building permit; (vii) add that when the fuel source is changed, the chimney be certified safe; (viii) amend the time limits for certain reviews and issuance of building permits; and (ix) add annual testing of certain plumbing devices.

Based on public comment received on the proposed regulation, there were numerous changes made to the proposed regulation. The final regulation reestablishes requirements from previous USBC editions relative to certification requirements, swimming pools, wind zones for roofing and siding permit exceptions, floor material permit exceptions, approval of third party plan review, radon-resistant construction, design wind loads, riser height in residential and correctional facility stairs, fire extinguishers, lead-based paint requirements and other technical provisions.  Several amendments were made to reduce the impact of regulations on regulated entities. Additionally, amendments were made to implement minimum requirements for the health, safety and welfare related to the issuance of notices of violation for unsafe buildings, permit requirements for alarm and door locking system wiring, the fire separation distance between houses, and abandoned home heating oil tanks. There also were provisions added or amended to clarify existing requirements and to allow the regulation to comport with new state legislation, including legislation enacted during 2003 that set forth requirements for rodent infestation, rubbish and garbage accumulation and occupancy limitations.

Summary of Public Comments and Agency's Response: A summary of comments made by the public and the agency's response may be obtained from the promulgating agency or viewed at the office of the Registrar of Regulations.
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