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Symbol Key

Roman type indicates existing text of regulations. Italic type indicates new text. Language which has been stricken indicates 
text to be deleted. [Bracketed language] indicates a change from the proposed text of the regulation.


Title of Regulation: 4 VAC 20-1070. Pertaining to Haul Seines (adding 4 VAC 20-1070-10 through 4 VAC 20-1070-50).

Statutory Authority: § 28.2-201 of the Code of Virginia.

Effective Date: August 1, 2003.

Summary:

This regulation establishes gear restrictions and reporting requirements for the commercial haul seine fishery. 

Agency Contact: Deborah Cawthon, Agency Regulatory Coordinator, Virginia Marine Resources Commission, 2600 Washington Ave., 3rd Floor, Newport News, VA 23607, telephone (757) 247-2248, FAX (757) 247-2002 or e-mail dcawthon@mrc.state.va.us.

4 VAC 20-1070-10.  Purpose.

The purposes of this regulation are to (i) establish gear restrictions pertaining to haul seines, (ii) establish restrictions for the operation and fishing of haul seines, and (iii) establish a call-in procedure for haul seine operations using more than one vessel to set a haul seine.

4 VAC 20-1070-20.  Definitions.

The following words and terms when used in this regulation shall have the following meanings unless the context clearly indicates otherwise:

“Haul seine” means a net made of mesh webbing, which may include a pocket and wing net set vertically in the water and pulled by hand or power to capture and confine fish by encirclement.
“Long haul seine” means a net made of mesh webbing that is towed or dragged by two vessels more than a distance of 1.0 nautical miles from the point of its deployment, in an open configuration through the water.

“Pocket” means an enclosure with mesh webbing on its sides and floor that is attached to the bottom with stakes or poles and used to temporarily contain fish or other catch removed from the haul seine.

4 VAC 20-1070-30.  Gear restrictions. 

A. It shall be unlawful for any person to place or set in the water, encircle or enclose any haul seine that exceeds 1,000 yards in length.

B. It shall be unlawful for any person to tie together, set or fish two or more haul seines with a combined total length of netting that exceeds 1,000 yards.

C. It shall be unlawful for any person to tow or drag a haul seine by two vessels so that it operates as a long haul seine. When setting a haul seine with more than one vessel, it shall be unlawful for any person to tow or drag a haul seine more than a distance of 1.0 nautical miles from the point of its deployment in an open configuration through the water.

D. It shall be unlawful for any person to use more than one vessel to move either end of a haul seine net or nets. 

E. It shall be unlawful for any person to remove fish or other catch from the pocket when the pocket is located in waters that are less than three feet in depth.  Measurement of the depth of water containing the pocket may be taken within the pocket or within a distance of 15 feet from the pocket, using a pole-type measuring device graduated into one-foot intervals of measurement. 

4 VAC 20-1070-40.  Reporting requirements.

It shall be unlawful for any person licensed to haul seine and intending to set any haul seine with more than one vessel to fail to contact the Virginia Marine Resources Commission Operations Station’s toll-free line (1-800-541-4646), by 3 p.m., when intending to haul seine within the following 24-hour period to report the specific location and estimated time the haul seine will be set. 

In the event the site is later determined to not be fishable, the haul seine licensee shall contact  the Virginia Marine Resources Commission Operations Station’s toll-free line (1-800-541-4646) immediately and identify the alternate location to be fished and the estimated time the haul seine will be set at this alternate location.

4 VAC 20-1070-50.  Penalty.

A. As set forth in § 28.2-903 of the Code of Virginia, any person violating any provision of this regulation, except as provided in 4 VAC 20-1070-30 C, shall be guilty of a Class 3 misdemeanor, and a second or subsequent violation of any provision of this regulation committed by the same person within 12 months of a prior violation is a Class 1 misdemeanor. A violation of 4 VAC 20-1070-30 C is a Class 1 misdemeanor, as prescribed by § 28.2-314 of the Code of Virginia.

B. In addition to the penalties described in subsection A of this section, any person convicted of a violation of any provision of this chapter may incur a revocation of his Commercial Fisherman Registration License and haul seine license upon review by the commission. 
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