FINAL REGULATIONS

For information concerning Final Regulations, see Information Page.

Symbol Key

Roman type indicates existing text of regulations. Italic type indicates new text. Language which has been stricken indicates 
text to be deleted. [Bracketed language] indicates a change from the proposed text of the regulation.


TITLE 12. HEALTH

STATE BOARD OF HEALTH

Title of Regulation: 12 VAC 5-550. Board of Health Regulations Governing Vital Records (amending 12 VAC 5-550-30, 12 VAC 5-550-70, 12 VAC 5-550-90 through 12 VAC 5-550-120, 12 VAC 5-550-130, 12 VAC 5-550-140, 12 VAC 5-550-150, 12 VAC 5-550-190, 12 VAC 5-550-200, 12 VAC 5-550-210, 12 VAC 5-550-230 through 12 VAC 5-550-260, 12 VAC 5-550-280 through 12 VAC 5-550-330, 12 VAC 5-550-350 through 12 VAC 5-550-410, 12 VAC 5-550-430 through 12 VAC 5-550-470, 12 VAC 5-550-510, and 12 VAC 5-550-520; adding 12 VAC 5-550-5 [ and 12 VAC 5-550-125 ]; repealing 12 VAC 5-550-10 and 12 VAC 5-550-40).

Statutory Authority: §§ 32.1-12 and 32.1-250 of the Code of Virginia.

Effective Date: October 8, 2003.

Agency Contact: Deborah Little-Bowser, State Registrar of Vital Records, Department of Health, 1601 Willow Lawn Drive, Suite 275, Richmond, VA 23220, telephone (804) 662-6200, FAX (804) 786-0648 or e-mail dlittle@vdh.state.va.us.

Summary:

The amendments (i) provide for the electronic reporting of births; (ii) allow delayed reporting of births when warranted; (iii) specify information needed to evidence home births; (iv) establish protections against the unauthorized, unwarranted, and indiscriminate disclosure of vital records; (v) increase the fee for issuance of a vital record and charge an administrative fee when documents are amended or when a delayed birth certificate is requested one year or more after the event; and (vi) allow for administratively amending a mother's name and a given name of a child on a birth certificate with supporting evidence.

A change was made to the proposed regulation allowing parents who have had a fetal death of 20 weeks or more gestation to receive upon request a certificate of birth resulting in a stillbirth.

Summary of Public Comments and Agency's Response:  A summary of comments made by the public and the agency's response may be obtained from the promulgating agency or viewed at the office of the Registrar of Regulations.

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The proposed regulation was adopted as published in 19:6 VA.R. 891-904 December 2, 2002, with the changes identified below. Pursuant to § 2.2-4031 of the Code of Virginia, the adopted regulation is not published at length; however, the sections that have changed since publication of the proposed are set out.

12 VAC 5-550-5 through 12 VAC 5-550-120. [ No change from proposed. ]

[ 12 VAC 5-550-125.  Certificate of birth resulting in a stillbirth.

In accordance with § 32.1-258.1 of the Code of Virginia, a certificate of birth resulting in a stillbirth shall be issued upon request from the parent for a fetal death of 20 weeks or more gestation and payment of the appropriate fee for a vital record. This certificate shall contain the following information; name (optional), mother's maiden name, father's name (if indicated), date of event, and hospital of occurrence.  When no report of spontaneous fetal death is available to establish the event, documentation from the following sources is acceptable: physician or licensed nurse midwife who provided care to the mother, documentation from the medical record maintained at the hospital of occurrence, copy of the report of spontaneous fetal death or documentation from funeral service director (if such services were provided). ]

12 VAC 5‑550‑130 through 12 VAC 5-550-520. [ No change from proposed. ]

FORMS [ No change from proposed. ]
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