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TITLE 4. CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES

MARINE RESOURCES COMMISSION

REGISTRAR’S NOTICE: The following regulations filed by the Marine Resources Commission are exempt from the Administrative Process Act in accordance with § 2.2-4006 A 12 of the Code of Virginia; however, the commission is required to publish the full text of final regulations.

Title of Regulation: 4 VAC 20-490. Pertaining to Sharks (amending 4 VAC 20-490-40; adding 4 VAC 20-490-35 and 4 VAC 20-490-45).

Statutory Authority: § 28.2-201 of the Code of Virginia.

Effective Date: November 1, 2003.

Agency Contact: Deborah Cawthon, Regulatory Coordinator, Marine Resources Commission, 2600 Washington Avenue, 3rd Floor, Newport News, VA 23607, telephone (757) 247-2248, FAX (757) 247-2002 or e-mail dcawthon@mrc.state.va.us.

Summary:

The amendments (i) establish the harvest and landings quota of 500,000 pounds for spiny dogfish from May 1, 2003, through April 30, 2004; (ii) change the daily catch limit of spiny dogfish from 7,000 pounds to 4,000 pounds; (iii) close the fishing season for spiny dogfish after the 500,000 pound quota has been harvested; (iv) prohibit any seafood buyer from buying any spiny dogfish once the landings quota has been attained; and (v) require seafood dealers to contact the VMRC Interactive-Voice Response System and report the harvester’s name and weight of spiny dogfish harvested within a 24-hour period.

4 VAC 20-490-35. Spiny dogfish quota.

The harvest and landings quota for the commercial spiny dogfish fishery shall be 500,000 pounds from May 1, 2003, through April 30, 2004.

4 VAC 20-490-40. Catch limitations.

A. It shall be unlawful for any person to take or catch by hook and line, rod and reel, or spear and retain possession of more than one shark at any time.

1. Any shark taken after the possession limit has been reached shall be returned to the water immediately.

2. When fishing from any boat or vessel where the entire catch is held in a common hold or container, the possession limit shall be for the boat or vessel and shall be equal to the number of persons on board legally eligible to fish. The captain or operator of the boat or vessel shall be responsible for any boat or vessel possession limit.

B. It shall be unlawful for any commercial fishing vessel to have on board or to land more than 7,500 pounds of shark carcasses per day, except as provided by subsection F of this section. The vessel captain or operator is responsible for compliance with the provisions of this subsection.

C. Except as provided in subsection D of this section, it shall be unlawful for any person to land in Virginia or to possess for commercial purposes any shark less than 58 inches in fork length or any shark carcass less than 31 inches in carcass length.

D. Any person may harvest and land for commercial purposes from Virginia's portion of the Territorial Sea within the three nautical mile line only up to 200 pounds of shark carcasses less than the 31-inch minimum carcass length.

E. It shall be unlawful for any person to take, possess aboard any vessel or land in Virginia any spiny dogfish harvested from federal waters (Exclusive Economic Zone, 3-200 miles) for commercial purposes after it has been announced that the federal quota for spiny dogfish has been taken.

F. It shall be unlawful for any person to take, possess aboard any vessel or land in Virginia more than 7,000 4,000 pounds of spiny dogfish per day for commercial purposes.

G. It shall be unlawful for any person to harvest any spiny dogfish for commercial purposes from state waters after it has been announced that the interstate quota for spiny dogfish has been taken.

H. It shall be unlawful for any person to land in Virginia for commercial purposes any spiny dogfish after it has been announced that the 500,000-pound state quota has been caught.

H. I. All spiny dogfish harvested from state waters or federal waters for commercial purposes must be sold to a federally permitted dealer.

J. It shall be unlawful for any buyer of seafood to receive any spiny dogfish after any commercial harvest or landing quota described in this section has been attained and announced as such.

4 VAC 20-490-45. Reporting requirements.

The dealer shall contact the VMRC Interactive-Voice-Response System (1-800-937-9247) and report the harvester's name and corresponding weight of spiny dogfish landed within 24 hours.
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