PROPOSED REGULATIONS

For information concerning Proposed Regulations, see Information Page.

Symbol Key

Roman type indicates existing text of regulations. Italic type indicates proposed new text.
Language which has been stricken indicates proposed text for deletion.

Proposed Regulations

Proposed Regulations


TITLE 4. CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES

BOARD OF GAME AND INLAND FISHERIES

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE:  The Board of Game and Inland Fisheries is exempt from the Administrative Process Act pursuant to subdivision A 3 of § 2.2-4002 of the Code of Virginia when promulgating regulations regarding the management of wildlife.  The department is required by § 2.2-4031 of the Code of Virginia to publish all proposed and final wildlife management regulations, including length of seasons and bag limits allowed on the wildlife resources within the Commonwealth of Virginia.

Titles of Regulations:  4 VAC 15-50. Game: Bear (amending 4 VAC 15-50-81).

4 VAC 15-90. Game: Deer (amending 4 VAC 15-90-231 and 4 VAC 15-90-241).

4 VAC 15-240. Game: Turkey (amending 4 VAC 15-240-81 and 4 VAC 15-240-91).

Statutory Authority:  §§ 29.1-501 and 29.1-502 of the Code of Virginia.
Public Hearing Date:  June 25, 2004 - 9 a.m.
Public comments may be submitted until June 25, 2004.

Notice to the Public:

The Board of Game and Inland Fisheries has ordered to be published, pursuant to §§ 29.1-501 and 29.1-502 of the Code of Virginia, the following proposed amendments to board regulations.  A public comment period on the proposed regulation opened March 25, 2004, and remains open until June 25, 2004.  Comments submitted must be in writing; must be accompanied by the name, address and telephone number of the party offering the comments; should state the regulatory action desired; and should state the justification for the desired action.  Comments should be sent to Phil Smith, Policy Analyst and Regulatory Coordinator, Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, 4016 West Broad Street, Richmond, Virginia 23230, and need to be received no later than June 18, 2004, in order to be assured that the board will have opportunity to review them before taking final action.

A public hearing on the advisability of adopting or amending and adopting the proposed regulation, or any parts thereof, will be held during a meeting of the board to take place at the Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, 4000 West Broad Street, Richmond, Virginia, beginning at 9 a.m. on Friday, June 25, 2004, at which time any interested citizen present shall be heard.  If the board is satisfied that the proposed regulation, or any parts thereof, is advisable, in the form in which published or as amended after receipt of the public's comments, the board may adopt regulation amendments as final at the June 25 meeting.  The regulation or regulation amendment adopted may be either more liberal or more restrictive than that proposed and being advertised under this notice.

Agency Contact:  Phil Smith, Policy Analyst and Regulatory Coordinator, Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, 4016 West Broad St., Richmond, VA 23230, telephone (804) 367-1000, FAX (804) 367-0488, or e-mail RegComments@dgif.state.va.us.

Summary:

The proposed amendments (i) provide for bear, deer or turkey tags to be located any place on the bear, deer or turkey hunting license by removing the requirement that the tags be located on the left margin of the license; (ii) clarify how a bear, deer or turkey tag is to be physically validated or "notched" when being used to check a bear, deer or turkey that has been legally killed; (iii) replace references to "Telecheck” with "automated harvest reporting system"; and (iv) provide for the forfeiture of a deer or turkey carcass to the Commonwealth when any deer or turkey that has not been checked is found in the possession of any person exempt from license requirements or from holding a license authorization number.

4 VAC 15-50-81. Validating tags and checking bear by licensee or permittee.

A. This section is effective July 1, 2004.

B. Any person killing a bear shall, before removing the carcass from the place of kill, validate an appropriate tag on their special license for hunting bear, deer, and turkey or special permit by notching the designated area and completely removing the designated notch adjacent to the tag on the left margin of the license or permit area from the tag.  Place of kill shall be defined as the location where the animal is first reduced to possession.  It shall be unlawful for any person to validate (notch) a bear tag from any special license for hunting bear, deer, and turkey or special permit prior to the killing of a bear.  A bear tag that is mistakenly validated (notched) prior to the killing of a bear must be immediately voided by the licensee or permittee by writing, in ink, the word "VOID" on the line provided adjacent to the notched on the license tag.

C. Upon killing a bear and validating (notching) a license tag or special permit, as provided above, the licensee shall, upon vehicle transport of the carcass or at the conclusion of legal hunting hours, whichever occurs first, and without unnecessary delay, present the carcass and validated (notched) license tag or special permit to an authorized bear checking station or to an appropriate representative of the department in the county or adjoining county in which the bear was killed.  Upon presentation of the carcass and validated (notched) license tag or special permit to the bear checking station, the licensee shall surrender or allow to be removed one premolar tooth from the carcass and have a seal, furnished by the department, permanently attached by the check station operator.  At such time, the person checking the carcass will be given a game check card.  The successful hunter shall then immediately record the game check card number, in ink, on the line provided adjacent to the license tag that was validated (notched) in the field.  The game check card must be kept in possession with the carcass until the carcass is processed.  If the carcass is left unattended, the game check card must be securely attached to the carcass.

D. It shall be unlawful for any person to destroy the identity (sex) of any bear killed unless and until the license tag or special permit is validated (notched) and checked as required by this section.  Successful bear hunters are allowed to dismember the carcass to pack it out from the place of kill, after an appropriate license tag has been validated (notched) as required above, as long as the sex of the animal remains identifiable and all the parts of the carcass are present when the bear is checked at an authorized bear checking station.  Any bear found in the possession of any person without a validated (notched) license tag or documentation that the bear has been checked at an authorized bear checking station as required by this section shall be forfeited to the Commonwealth to be disposed of as provided by law.

4 VAC 15-90-231. Validating tags and checking deer by licensee or permittee.

A. This section is effective July 1, 2004.

B. Any person killing a deer shall, before removing the carcass from the place of kill, validate an appropriate tag on his special license for hunting bear, deer, and turkey, bonus deer permit, or special permit by notching the designated area and completely removing the designated notch adjacent to the tag on the left margin of the license or permit area from the tag.  Place of kill shall be defined as the location where the animal is first reduced to possession.  It shall be unlawful for any person to validate (notch) a deer tag from any special license for hunting bear, deer, and turkey, bonus deer permit, or special permit prior to the killing of a deer.  A deer tag that is mistakenly validated (notched) prior to the killing of a deer must be immediately voided by the licensee or permittee by writing, in ink, the word "VOID" on the line provided adjacent to the notched on the license tag.

C. Upon killing a deer and validating (notching) a license tag, bonus deer permit or special permit, as provided above, the licensee or permittee shall, upon vehicle transport of the carcass or at the conclusion of legal hunting hours, whichever occurs first, and without unnecessary delay, present the carcass and validated (notched) license tag, bonus deer permit or special permit to an authorized checking station or to an appropriate representative of the department in the county or adjoining county in which the deer was killed or report the kill through the department's toll‑free Telecheck automated harvest reporting system.  At such time, the person checking or reporting the carcass will be given a game check card furnished by the department or a Telecheck confirmation number from the automated reporting system.  The successful hunter shall then immediately record the game check card number or Telecheck confirmation number, in ink, on the line provided adjacent to on the license tag that was validated (notched) in the field.  If checked at a big game check station, the game check card must be kept in possession with the carcass until the carcass is processed.  If the carcass is left unattended, the game check card must be securely attached to the carcass.  If the kill is reported using Telecheck the automated harvest reporting system, no check card is required as long as the hunter who killed the animal is in possession of the carcass.  If the Telecheck automated harvest reported carcass is left unattended or transferred to the possession of another individual, written documentation including the successful hunter's full name, the date the animal was killed, and the Telecheck confirmation number must be created and kept in possession with the carcass until the carcass is processed.  If the carcass is left unattended, this written documentation must be securely attached to the carcass.

D. It shall be unlawful for any person to destroy the identity of the sex of any deer killed unless and until the license tag, bonus deer permit or special permit is validated (notched) and checked as required by this section.  Successful deer hunters are allowed to dismember the carcass to pack it out from the place of kill, after an appropriate license tag has been validated (notched) as required above, as long as they do not destroy the identity of the sex and all the parts of the carcass are present when the deer is checked at a big game check station or reported through the Telecheck automated harvest reporting system.  Any deer found in the possession of any person without a validated (notched) license tag or documentation that the deer has been checked (via a big game check station or Telecheck the automated harvest reporting system) as required by this section shall be forfeited to the Commonwealth to be disposed of as provided by law.

4 VAC 15-90-241. Checking deer by persons exempt from license requirement or holding a license authorization number.

A. This section is effective July 1, 2004.

B. Upon killing a deer, any person exempt from license requirement as prescribed in § 29.1-301 of the Code of Virginia, or issued a complimentary license as prescribed in § 29.1-339, or the holder of a permanent license issued pursuant to § 29.1-301 E, or the holder of a Virginia license authorization number issued by a telephone or electronic media agent pursuant to § 29.1-327 B shall, upon vehicle transport of the carcass or at the conclusion of legal hunting hours, whichever occurs first, and without unnecessary delay, present the carcass to an authorized checking station or to any appropriate representative of the department in the county or adjoining county in which the deer was killed or report the kill through the department's toll-free Telecheck automated harvest reporting system.  At such time, the person checking or reporting the carcass shall be given a game check card furnished by the department or a Telecheck confirmation number from the automated reporting system.  If checked at a big game check station, the game check card must be kept in possession with the carcass until the carcass is processed.  If the carcass is left unattended, the game check card must be securely attached to the carcass.  If the kill is reported using the Telecheck automated harvest reporting system, the successful hunter shall immediately create written documentation including the successful hunter's full name, the date the animal was killed, and the Telecheck confirmation number.  This written documentation must be kept in possession with the carcass until the carcass is processed.  If the Telecheck automated harvest reported carcass is transferred to the possession of another individual, the written documentation must be transferred with the carcass to the individual and kept in possession with the carcass until the carcass is processed.  If the carcass is left unattended, this written documentation must be securely attached to the carcass.

C. It shall be unlawful for any person to destroy the identity (sex) of any deer killed until the deer is checked as required by this section.  Successful deer hunters are allowed to dismember the carcass to pack it out from the place of kill as long at they do not destroy the identity of the sex and all the parts of the carcass are present when the deer is checked at a big game check station or reported through the Telecheck automated harvest reporting system.  Any deer that has not been checked (via a big game check station or the automated harvest reporting system) as required by this section found in the possession of any person exempt from license requirements or holding a license authorization number shall be forfeited to the Commonwealth to be disposed of as provided by law.

4 VAC 15-240-81. Validating tags and checking turkey by licensee.

A. This section is effective July 1, 2004.

B. Any person killing a turkey shall, before removing the carcass from the place of kill, validate an appropriate tag on his special license for hunting bear, deer and turkey by notching the designated area and completely removing the designated notch adjacent to the tag on the left margin of the license area from the tag.  Place of kill shall be defined as the location where the animal is first reduced to possession.  It shall be unlawful for any person to validate (notch) a turkey tag from any special license for hunting bear, deer, and turkey prior to the killing of a turkey.  A turkey tag that is mistakenly validated (notched) prior to the killing of a turkey must be immediately voided by the licensee by writing, in ink, the word "VOID" on the line provided adjacent to the notched license on the tag.

C. Upon killing a turkey and validating (notching) a license tag, as provided above, the licensee shall, upon vehicle transport of the carcass or at the conclusion of legal hunting hours, whichever occurs first, and without unnecessary delay, present the carcass and validated (notched) license tag to an authorized checking station or to an appropriate representative of the department in the county or adjoining county in which the turkey was killed or report their spring kill (as provided by 4 VAC 15-240-40) through the department's toll-free Telecheck automated harvest reporting system.  At such time, the person checking or reporting the carcass will be given a game check card furnished by the department or a Telecheck confirmation number from the automated harvest reporting system.  The successful hunter shall then immediately record the game check card number or Telecheck confirmation number, in ink, on the line provided adjacent to on the license tag that was validated (notched) in the field.  If checked at a big game check station, the game check card must be kept in possession with the carcass until the carcass is processed.  If the carcass is left unattended, the game check card must be securely attached to the carcass.  If a spring-season kill is reported using Telecheck the automated harvest reporting system, no check card is required as long as the hunter who killed the animal is in possession of the carcass.  If the Telecheck automated harvest reported spring carcass is left unattended or transferred to the possession of another individual, written documentation including the successful hunter's full name, the date the animal was killed, and the Telecheck confirmation number must be created and kept in possession with the carcass until the carcass is processed.  If the carcass is left unattended, this written documentation must be securely attached to the carcass.

D. It shall be unlawful for any person to destroy the identity of the sex of any turkey killed unless and until the license tag is validated (notched) and checked as required by this section.  Any turkey found in the possession of any person without a validated (notched) license tag or documentation that the turkey has been checked (via a big game check station or Telecheck the automated harvest reporting system) as required by this section shall be forfeited to the Commonwealth to be disposed of as provided by law.

4 VAC 15-240-91. Checking turkey by persons exempt from license requirement or holding a license authorization number.

A. This section is effective July 1, 2004.

B. Upon killing a turkey, any person exempt from the license requirement as described in § 29.1-301 of the Code of Virginia, or issued a complimentary license as prescribed in § 29.1-339, or the holder of a permanent license issued pursuant to § 29.1-301 E, or the holder of a Virginia license authorization number issued by a telephone or electronic media agent pursuant to § 29.1-327 B shall, upon vehicle transport of the carcass or at the conclusion of legal hunting hours, whichever comes first, and without unnecessary delay, present the carcass to an authorized checking station or to any appropriate representative of the department in the county or adjoining county in which the turkey was killed or report their spring kill (as provided by 4 VAC 15-240-40) through the department's toll-free Telecheck automated harvest reporting system.  At such time, the person checking or reporting the carcass shall be given a game check card furnished by the department or a Telecheck confirmation number from the automated harvest reporting system.  If checked at a big game check station, the game check card must be kept in possession with the carcass until the carcass is processed.  If the carcass is left unattended, the game check card must be securely attached to the carcass.  If a spring-season kill is reported using the Telecheck automated harvest reporting system, the successful hunter shall immediately create written documentation including the successful hunter's full name, the date the animal was killed, and the Telecheck confirmation number.  This written documentation must be kept in possession with the carcass until the carcass is processed.  If the Telecheck automated harvest reported carcass is transferred to the possession of another individual, the written documentation must be transferred with the carcass to the individual and kept in possession with the carcass until the carcass is processed.  If the carcass is left unattended, this written documentation must be securely attached to the carcass.

C. It shall be unlawful for any person to destroy the identity of the sex of any turkey killed until the turkey is checked as required by this section.  Any turkey that has not been checked (via a big game check station or the automated harvest reporting system) as required by this section found in the possession of any person exempt from license requirements or holding a license authorization number shall be forfeited to the Commonwealth to be disposed of as provided by law.
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