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TITLE 4. CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES

MARINE RESOURCES COMMISSION

Title of Regulation: 4 VAC 20-1040. Pertaining to Crabbing Licenses (amending 4 VAC 20-1040-20).

Statutory Authority: § 28.2-201 of the Code of Virginia.

Effective Date: May 1, 2004.

Agency Contact: Deborah Cawthon, Agency Regulatory Coordinator, Marine Resources Commission, 2600 Washington Avenue, 3rd Floor, Newport News, VA 23607, telephone (757) 247-2248, FAX (757) 247-2002 or e-mail dcawthon@mrc.state.va.us.
Summary:

The amendments continue the moratorium on crab license sales through 2007. A fisherman eligible for any crabbing license in 2004 will continue to be eligible for that specific crab license through 2007 unless the fisherman fails to register as a commercial fisherman or transfers that license to another person.

4 VAC 20-1040-20. License sales moratorium.

A. Except as provided in subsection B of this section, additional commercial licenses for crab pots, peeler pots, crab scrapes, crab traps, ordinary trot lines, patent trot lines, and crab dip nets for the 2000 crabbing season shall not be sold after May 25, 2000.  Crabbing licenses sold for the 2001, 2002 and 2003 crabbing seasons shall be issued only to those registered commercial fishermen who held the identical valid crabbing license in 2000. For the lawful crabbing seasons of 2004 through 2007, commercial licenses for crab pot, peeler pot, crab scrape, crab trap, ordinary trot line, patent trot line, and dip net shall be sold only to those registered commercial fishermen who have been determined by the commission to be eligible to purchase any of these licenses in 2004.  Any person receiving a crab license by lawful transfer in 2004 through 2007 also establishes his eligibility to purchase that specific license through 2007; however, any person either failing to register as a commercial fisherman in any year or lawfully transferring his crab license to another person shall forfeit his eligibility to purchase that specific crab license through 2007.

B. Commercial licenses for crab pots, peeler pots, crab scrapes, crab traps, ordinary trot lines, patent trot lines, and crab dip nets may be transferred to an immediate family member of the licensee and, in the case of death or incapacitation of the licensee, may be transferred to a registered commercial fisherman.  Crabbing licenses also may be transferred to another registered commercial fisherman if the licensee's boat or vessel and gear used for crabbing are also transferred or sold to the registered commercial fisherman.  All such transfers shall be documented on forms provided by the commission and shall be subject to the approval of the commissioner.

C. The moratorium on the sale of additional commercial licenses for crab pots, peeler pots, crab scrapes, crab traps, ordinary trot lines, patent trot lines, and crab dip nets shall end on May 26, 2004.
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