EMERGENCY REGULATIONS


TITLE 18. PROFESSIONAL AND OCCUPATIONAL LICENSING

BOARD OF NURSING

Title of Regulation:  18 VAC 90-30. Regulations Governing the Licensure of Nurse Practitioners (amending 18 VAC 90-30-120).

Statutory Authority:  §§ 54.1-2400 and 54.1-2957 of the Code of Virginia.

Effective Dates:  July 15, 2004, through July 14, 2005.
Agency Contact:  Elaine J. Yeatts, Senior Policy Analyst, Department of Health Professions, 6603 West Broad Street, Richmond, VA 23230-1712, telephone (804) 662-9918, FAX (804) 662-9114, or e-mail elaine.yeatts@dhp.virginia.gov.
Preamble:

The adoption of an emergency regulation by the Boards of Nursing and Medicine is required to comply with the third enactment clause of Chapter 855 of the 2004 Acts of Assembly, which states “That the Board of Medicine and Board of Nursing shall amend regulations governing the licensure of nurse practitioners to be effective within 280 days of enactment of this act. Such amendments shall require inclusion of the nurse practitioner's authority for signatures, certifications, stamps, verifications, affidavits and endorsements in the written protocol between the supervising physician and the nurse practitioner.”  The law was enacted on April 14, 2004, the day HB 855 was signed by the Governor.

Subsection C is added to 18 VAC 90-30-120, which establishes the criteria for practice by a nurse practitioner.  The new rule will require that the written protocol between the supervising physician and the nurse practitioner must include the nurse practitioner's authority for signatures, certifications, stamps, verifications, affidavits and endorsements provided the signing of documents is (i) in accordance with the specialty license of the nurse practitioner and with the scope of practice of the supervising physician; (ii) permitted by § 54.1-2957.02 or applicable sections of the Code of Virginia; and (iii) not in conflict with federal law or regulation.

18 VAC 90-30-120. Practice of licensed nurse practitioners.

A. A licensed nurse practitioner shall be authorized to engage in practices constituting the practice of medicine in collaboration with and under the medical direction and supervision of a licensed physician.

B. The practice of licensed nurse practitioners shall be based on specialty education preparation as a nurse practitioner in accordance with standards of the applicable certifying organization and written protocols as defined in 18 VAC 90-30-10.

C. The written protocol shall include the nurse practitioner's authority for signatures, certifications, stamps, verifications, affidavits and endorsements provided it is:

1. In accordance with the specialty license of the nurse practitioner and with the scope of practice of the supervising physician;

2. Permitted by § 54.1-2957.02 or applicable sections of the Code of Virginia; and

3. Not in conflict with federal law or regulation.

C. D. A certified registered nurse anesthetist shall practice in accordance with the functions and standards defined by the American Association of Nurse Anesthetists (Guidelines and Standards for Nurse Anesthesia Practice, Revised 1998) and under the medical direction and supervision of a doctor of medicine or a doctor of osteopathy or the medical direction and supervision of a dentist in accordance with rules and regulations promulgated by the Board of Dentistry.

D. E. A certified nurse midwife shall practice in accordance with the Standards for the Practice of Nurse-Midwifery (Revised 1993) defined by the American College of Nurse-Midwives.

/s/ Mark R. Warner

Governor
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