EMERGENCY REGULATIONS


TITLE 4. CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES

MARINE RESOURCES COMMISSION

Title of Regulation: 4 VAC 20-430. Pertaining to the Marking and Minimum Mesh Size of Gill Nets (amending 4 VAC 20-430-10 and 4 VAC 20-430-15; adding 4 VAC 20-430-65).

Statutory Authority: §§ 28.2-201, 28.2-210 and 28.2-236 of the Code of Virginia.

Effective Dates: April 1, 2005 through April 30, 2005.

Agency Contact: Deborah Cawthon, Agency Regulatory Coordinator, Marine Resources Commission, 2600 Washington Avenue, 3rd Floor, Newport News, VA 23607, telephone (757) 247-2248, FAX (757) 247-2002 or e-mail debbie.cawthon@mrc.virginia.gov.
Summary:

This emergency regulation (i) establishes marking requirements for gill nets to increase their visibility and identification; (ii) establishes various minimum and maximum mesh sizes and tending requirements for gill nets to aid in the conservation of fish, sea turtle and bottlenose dolphin stocks; and (iii) incorporates the definition of COLREGS Line as specified in Coastal Pilot, 35th and 36th editions by Lighthouse Press.

4 VAC 20-430-10. Purpose.

The purpose of this emergency chapter is to minimize gear conflicts between gill net fishermen and conflicts with recreational boaters caused by poor visibility of gill nets, and to conserve stocks of fish by establishing a minimum mesh size for gill nets, and conserve and protect sea turtles and bottlenose dolphins by establishing maximum mesh sizes for gill nets.

4 VAC 20-430-15. Definitions.

The following words and terms when used in this chapter shall have the following meaning, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise:

"COLREGS Line" means the COLREGS Demarcation lines, as specified in Coastal Pilot, 35th and 36th editions by Lighthouse Press.

"River herring" means any fish of the species Alosa aestivalis or Alosa pseudoharengus.

4 VAC 20-430-65. Maximum mesh size and tending requirements.

A. It shall be unlawful for any person to place, set or fish any gill net with a stretched mesh of greater than or equal to 7 inches, in Virginia waters, east of the COLREGS Line and north of the North Carolina-Virginia border and south of Wachapreague Inlet (37o34.6’ N), from April 1 through January 14, except as described in 4 VAC 20-320-65 and 4 VAC 20-252-135.

B. It shall be unlawful for any person to place, set or fish any gill net with a stretched mesh of greater than or equal to 7 inches, in Virginia waters, east of the COLREGS Line and north of Wachapreague Inlet (37o34.6’ N) and south of Chincoteague (37o56.0’), from April 16 through January 14, except as described in 4 VAC 20-320-65 and 4 VAC 20-252-135.

C. It shall be unlawful for any person to place, set or fish any anchored gill net with a stretched mesh of greater than or equal to 7 inches, east of the COLREGS Line and north of the North Carolina-Virginia border and south of the Maryland-Virginia border, in Virginia waters, from sunset to sunrise during June 1 through October 31, unless that fisherman remains within 0.5 nautical miles of the closest portion of each anchored gill net, except as described in 4 VAC 20-320-65.

D. Any anchored gill net, with a stretched mesh of greater than or equal to 7 inches, set east of the COLREGS Line and north of the North Carolina-Virginia border, in Virginia waters, and south of the Maryland-Virginia border and fished from sunset to sunrise during June 1 through October 31, must be brought back to port with the vessel, except as described in 4 VAC 20-320-65.

E. It shall be unlawful for any person to place, set or fish any gill net with a stretched mesh of greater than or equal to 7 inches, east of the COLREGS Line and north of the North Carolina-Virginia border and south of the Maryland-Virginia border, in Virginia waters, from sunset to sunrise during November 1 through December 31, except as described in 4 VAC 20-252-135.

F. Any gill net, with a stretched mesh of greater than or equal to 7 inches, set east of the COLREGS Line and north of the North Carolina-Virginia border and south of the Maryland-Virginia border, in Virginia waters, and fished from sunset to sunrise during November 1 through December 31, must be brought back to port with the vessel, except as described in 4 VAC 20-252-135.

G. Mesh measurement is defined as the inside stretched distance between two knots on opposite sides of the same mesh.
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