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TITLE 4. CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES

MARINE RESOURCES COMMISSION

Title of Regulation: 4 VAC 20-320. Pertaining to the Taking of Black Drum (amending 4 VAC 20-320-20; adding 4 VAC 20-320-65).

Statutory Authority: §§ 28.201 and 28.2-236 of the Code of Virginia.

Effective Date: May 1, 2005.

Agency Contact: Deborah Cawthon, Agency Regulatory Coordinator, Marine Resources Commission, 2600 Washington Avenue, 3rd Floor, Newport News, VA 23607, telephone (757) 247-2248, FAX (757) 247-2002 or e-mail debbie.cawthon@mrc.virginia.gov.
Summary:

The amendments add definitions of COLREGS Lines and floating gill net and add a section that sets out gill net mesh size and restrictions on the harvesting of black drum.

4 VAC 20-320-20. Definitions.

The following words and terms, when used in this chapter, shall have the following meanings unless the context clearly indicates otherwise.

"Black Drum" means any fish of the species Pogonias cromis.

“COLREGS Line” means the COLREGS Demarcation Lines, as specified in Coastal Pilot, 35th and 36th editions by Lighthouse Press.

"Commercial Harvest" means any black drum taken from the tidal waters of Virginia by any harvesting method, including hook-and-line, and sold.

“Floating gill net” means any gill net that is suspended from the water surface and extends to a depth no more than midway between the water surface and bottom.

4 VAC 20-320-65. Gill net mesh size and tending restrictions:  exemptions.

A. Any registered commercial fisherman who is permitted to harvest black drum in accordance with 4 VAC 20-320-70 A and sets or fishes any gill net east of the COLREGS Line and north of the North Carolina-Virginia border and south of the Maryland-Virginia border in Virginia waters, shall be exempt from the maximum gill net mesh size described in 4 VAC 20-430-65 A and B, during the months of April, May and June, provided that the fisherman sets and fishes only floating gill nets.

B. Any registered commercial fisherman who is permitted to harvest black drum in accordance with 4 VAC 20-320-70 A and sets or fishes any gill net east of the COLREGS Line and north of the North Carolina-Virginia border and south of the Maryland-Virginia border in Virginia waters, shall be exempt from the tending requirements described in 4 VAC 20-430-65 C and D, during the month of June, provided that the fisherman sets and fishes floating gill nets.
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