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TITLE 4. CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES

BOARD OF GAME AND INLAND FISHERIES

Title of Regulation:  4 VAC 15-380. Watercraft: Motorboat Numbering (amending 4 VAC 15-380-70; adding 4 VAC 15-380-71).

Statutory Authority:  §§ 29.1-501, 29.1-502, 29.1-701, 29.1-701.1 and 29.1-735 of the Code of Virginia.
Public Hearing Date:  October 27, 2005 - 9 a.m.
Public comments may be submitted until October 10, 2005.

(See Notice to the Public preceding 4 VAC 15-20.)

Agency Contact:  Phil Smith, Policy Analyst and Regulatory Coordinator, Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, 4016 West Broad Street, Richmond, VA 23230, telephone (804) 367-1000, FAX (804) 367-0488, or e-mail regcomments@dgif.state.va.us.

Summary:

The proposed amendments (i) create an exception, provided for in 4 VAC 15-380-71, to the requirement that a watercraft certificate of number is invalid when the watercraft is documented or required to be documented and (ii) allow the owner of a federally documented vessel otherwise exempt from Virginia motorboat numbering requirements to nonetheless apply for the issuance of motorboat registration decals, pay the same fees as prescribed in 4 VAC 15-380-120, and receive nontransferable decals that may be affixed to a window or windshield on the sides of the vessel.

4 VAC 15-380-70. When invalid; removal of numbers and surrender of certificate of number and certificate of title.

A. Certificate of number shall be invalid:

1. When the watercraft is documented, or required to be documented, except as provided for in 4 VAC 15-380-71;

2. Sixty days after the watercraft is no longer principally used in the Commonwealth;

3. The owner loses his interest in the vessel through legal process; or

4. The certificate of number is cancelled and recalled by the department pursuant to § 29.1-702 D of the Code of Virginia.

When a certificate of number becomes invalid for any reason the person whose name appears on the certificate as owner shall remove the numbers from the vessel, and, within 15 days, surrender the invalid certificate to the department.

B. Certificate of title shall be invalid when:

1. A duplicate title is issued;

2. A new title is issued;

3. The watercraft is documented or required to be documented;

4. The watercraft is registered or titled in another state or country;

5. The title is altered to the point of significant information on the title being unreadable;

6. It appears proper payment has not been made for the certificate of title; or

7. The department ascertains the title has been issued improperly or erroneously.

When a certificate of title becomes invalid for any reason, the department is authorized to cancel and recall the certificate.  If recalled by the department, the person whose name appears on the certificate as owner shall within 15 days surrender the invalid certificate to the department.  Upon demand of any officer whose duty it is to enforce the game and inland fish laws, the person whose name appears on the certificate as owner shall present any recalled certificate immediately to the officer.

4 VAC 15-380-71. Registration decals issued to documented vessels; exception to display of numbers.

A. The owner of a federally documented vessel otherwise exempt from motorboat numbering requirements pursuant to § 29.1-710 of the Code of Virginia may nonetheless request the issuance of motorboat registration decals.  Upon application and payment of the same fees prescribed in 4 VAC 15-380-120, the department will issue nontransferable decals that may be affixed to a window or windshield on the sides of the vessel.

B. Vessels for which registration decals are requested and issued pursuant to subsection A of this section are not required to display the registration numbers of those decals.
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