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TITLE 4. CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES

BOARD OF GAME AND INLAND FISHERIES

Title of Regulation:  4 VAC 15-90. Game: Deer (amending 4 VAC 15-90-70, 4 VAC 15-90-80, and 4 VAC 15-90-90; adding 4 VAC 15-90-22, [ 4 VAC 15-90-91, ] 4 VAC 15-90-291 [ and ] , 4 VAC 15-90-292; repealing 4 VAC 15-90-100 through 4 VAC 15-90-121, 4 VAC 15-90-141, 4 VAC 15-90-160, 4 VAC 15-90-170, and 4 VAC 15-90-190 through 4 VAC 15-90-220).

Statutory Authority:  §§ 29.1-501 and 29.1-502 of the Code of Virginia.
Effective Date:  July 1, 2006.
Agency Contact:  Phil Smith, Policy Analyst and Regulatory Coordinator, Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, 4016 West Broad Street, Richmond, VA 23230, telephone (804) 367-1000, FAX (804) 367-0488, or e-mail regcomments@dgif.virginia.gov.

Summary:

The amendments (i) provide an extended deer firearms season in the counties of Fairfax, Loudoun, and Prince William from the Monday following the first Saturday in January to the first Saturday in February and provide further that only antlerless deer may be legal to take during this extended season; (ii) allow either-sex deer hunting during the early and late archery seasons in all of Buchanan, Dickenson, and Wise counties, except for the Public Access Land for Sportsmen (PALS) program land in Dickenson County, which would remain buck only deer hunting during all seasons (archery, muzzleloading, and firearms); (iii) repeal obsolete language regarding crossbow hunting by disabled deer hunters; (iv) change the deadline for localities to notify the department of their intent to participate in archery hunting season from May 1 to April 1; (v) provide the cities and towns within Buchanan, Dickenson and Wise counties the opportunity to participate in the urban archery season by removing them from the exception; (vi) establish the opening date of the late muzzleloading season 18 hunting days prior to the first Saturday in January to standardize for a three-week season length in all years; (vii) remove the early muzzleloading either-sex deer hunting day on public lands in Grayson County making the early muzzleloading season for Grayson County buck only; (viii) allow for full season either-sex deer hunting during the early special muzzleloader season on private lands in Clarke, Frederick and Warren counties while maintaining the one either-sex deer day on national forest lands in Frederick and Warren counties; (ix) allow for full season either-sex deer hunting during the late muzzleloading season in Warren County while maintaining six days of either-sex deer hunting on national forest lands in Warren County; (x) allow for the use of smokeless powder in muzzleloaders during the muzzleloading seasons; (xi) remove the effective dates for the bag limit for deer east of the Blue Ridge Mountains; (xii) require that at least one antlered buck meet a specified antler restriction criteria in Shenandoah County; (xiii) repeal 12 sections that establish the days on which antlerless deer (deer of either sex) may be taken during general firearms deer hunting season and replace them with one new section; (xiv) establish the height and other characteristics of an enclosed or fenced area that prevents or impedes the free egress of deer, as provided for in § 29.1-525.1 of the Code of Virginia, which generally prohibits the construction of enclosures to confine deer or the hunting of deer within a fenced area; (xv) ensure that opening day of the Chesapeake, Suffolk (east) and Virginia Beach October 1 firearms deer season is not an either-sex deer hunting day; and (xvi) make numerous changes in general firearms either-sex deer hunting days in localities statewide.

The proposed regulation was restructured by striking 4 VAC 15-90-292 and moving and renumbering the section to 4 VAC 15-90-91.

4 VAC 15-90-22. Special late antlerless only open season; Fairfax, Loudoun, and Prince William counties.

It shall be lawful to hunt antlerless deer from the Monday following the first Saturday in January through the first Saturday in February, both dates inclusive, in Fairfax, Loudoun and Prince William counties.

4 VAC 15-90-70. Bow and arrow hunting.

A. It shall be lawful to hunt deer during the early special archery season with bow and arrow from the first Saturday in October through the Friday prior to the third Monday in November, both dates inclusive, except where there is a closed general hunting season on deer.

B. In addition to the season provided in subsection A of this section, it shall be lawful to hunt deer during the late special archery season with bow and arrow from the Monday following the close of the general firearms season on deer through the first Saturday in January, both dates inclusive, in all cities, towns, and counties west of the Blue Ridge Mountains (except Clarke County and on non-national forest lands in Frederick County) and in the counties (including the cities and towns within) of Amherst (west of U.S. Route 29), Bedford, Campbell (west of Norfolk Southern Railroad), Franklin, Henry, Nelson (west of Route 151), Patrick and Pittsylvania (west of Norfolk Southern Railroad) and on the Chester F. Phelps Wildlife Management Area and on national forest lands in Frederick County and from December 1 through the first Saturday in January, both dates inclusive, in the cities of Chesapeake, Suffolk (east of the Dismal Swamp line) and Virginia Beach.

C. Deer of either sex may be taken full season during the special archery seasons as provided in subsections A and B of this section (except in Buchanan County and on private lands in the counties of Dickenson and Wise on PALS (Public Access Lands) in Dickenson County where it shall be unlawful to take antlerless deer during the special archery seasons provided for in subsections A and B of this section).

D. It shall be unlawful to carry firearms while hunting with bow and arrow during the special archery seasons.

E. Arrows used for hunting big game must have a minimum width head of 7/8 of an inch and the bow used for such hunting must be capable of casting a broadhead arrow a minimum of 125 yards.

F. It shall be unlawful to use dogs when hunting with bow and arrow during any special archery season.

G. It shall be lawful for persons with permanent physical disabilities, who are in full compliance with the requirements of 4 VAC 15‑40‑20 B, to hunt deer subject to the provisions of subsections A through H of this section.  For the purpose of the application of subsections A through H to this subsection section, the phrase "bow and arrow" includes crossbow crossbows.

H. It shall be lawful to hunt antlerless deer during the special urban archery season with bow and arrow from the third Saturday in September through the Friday prior to the first Saturday in October, both dates inclusive, and from the Monday following the first Saturday in January through the last Saturday in March, both dates inclusive, within the incorporated limits of any city or town in the Commonwealth (except in the cities of Chesapeake, Suffolk, and Virginia Beach and in the cities and towns in Buchanan, Dickenson and Wise counties) and the counties of Fairfax and York provided that its governing body submits by certified letter to the department prior to May April 1, its intent to participate in the special urban archery season.  Any city, town, or county no longer participating in this season shall submit by certified letter to the department prior to May April 1 notice of its intent not to participate in the special urban archery season.

4 VAC 15-90-80. Muzzleloading gun hunting.

A. It shall be lawful to hunt deer during the early special muzzleloading season with muzzleloading guns from the Saturday prior to the first Monday in November through the Friday prior to the third Monday in November, both dates inclusive, in all cities, towns, and counties where deer hunting with a rifle or muzzleloading gun is permitted east of the Blue Ridge Mountains, except on national forest lands in Amherst, Bedford and Nelson counties and in the cities of Chesapeake, Suffolk (east of the Dismal Swamp Line) and Virginia Beach.  It shall be lawful to hunt deer during the early special muzzleloading season with muzzleloading guns from the Saturday prior to the second Monday in November through the Friday prior to the third Monday in November, both dates inclusive, in all cities, towns, and counties where deer hunting with a rifle or muzzleloading gun is permitted west of the Blue Ridge Mountains and on national forest lands in Amherst, Bedford, and Nelson counties.

B. It shall be lawful to hunt deer during the late special muzzleloading season with muzzleloading guns from the Saturday prior to the third Monday in December through the first Saturday in January, both dates inclusive starting 18 consecutive hunting days immediately prior to and inclusive of the first Saturday in January, in all cities, towns, and counties west of the Blue Ridge Mountains (except Clarke County and on non-national forest lands in Frederick County), and east of the Blue Ridge Mountains in the counties (including the cities and towns within) of Amherst (west of U.S. Route 29), Bedford, Campbell (west of Norfolk Southern Railroad), Franklin, Henry, Nelson (west of Route 151), Patrick and Pittsylvania (west of Norfolk Southern Railroad) and on national forest lands in Frederick County and in the cities of Chesapeake and Virginia Beach.

C. Deer of either sex may be taken during the entire early special muzzleloading season in all cities, towns, and counties east of the Blue Ridge Mountains (except on national forest lands, state forest lands, state park lands except Occoneechee State Park, department‑owned lands and Philpott Reservoir) and on the second Saturday only east of the Blue Ridge Mountains on state forest lands, state park lands except Occoneechee State Park, department‑owned lands and on Philpott Reservoir.  Deer of either sex may be taken during the entire early special muzzleloading season on Occoneechee State Park.  Deer of either sex may be taken during the early special muzzleloading season only on the second Monday in November in all counties west of the Blue Ridge Mountains (except Clarke, Buchanan, Dickenson, Floyd, Grayson, Lee, Russell, Scott, Smyth, Tazewell, Washington, Wise, and on private lands in Frederick, Roanoke County, and Warren counties) and on national forest and department-owned lands in Roanoke County and on national forest lands in Frederick and Warren counties and on national forest lands in Amherst, Bedford, and Nelson counties.  Additionally, deer of either sex may be taken during the entire early special muzzleloading season in Clarke and Floyd County counties and on private lands in Frederick, Roanoke County and Warren counties.

D. Deer of either sex may be taken during the entire late special muzzleloading season in the counties (including the cities and towns within) of Amherst (west of U.S. Route 29 except on national forest lands), Bedford (except on national forest lands), Campbell (west of Norfolk Southern Railroad), Franklin, Henry, Nelson (west of Route 151 except on national forest lands), Patrick, and Pittsylvania (west of Norfolk Southern Railroad). It shall be lawful to hunt deer of either sex during the last six days of the late special muzzleloading season in all counties west of the Blue Ridge Mountains (except Buchanan, Dickenson, Floyd, Grayson, Lee, Russell, Scott, Smyth, Tazewell, Washington, Wise, and on private lands in Roanoke County and Warren counties) and on national forest and department-owned lands in Roanoke County and on national forest lands in Warren County and on national forest lands in Amherst, Bedford, Frederick, and Nelson counties and in the cities of Chesapeake and Virginia Beach.  Provided further it shall be lawful to hunt deer of either sex during the last day only of the late special muzzleloading season in the counties of Grayson, Lee, Russell, Scott, Smyth, Tazewell, and Washington.  Additionally, deer of either-sex may be taken during the entire late special muzzleloading season in Floyd County and on private lands in Roanoke County and Warren counties.

E. Deer of either sex may be taken full season during the special muzzleloading seasons within the incorporated limits of any city or town in the Commonwealth that allows deer hunting except in the counties of Buchanan, Dickenson, and Wise and in the cities of Chesapeake, Suffolk, and Virginia Beach.

F. It shall be unlawful to hunt deer with dogs during any special season for hunting with muzzleloading guns.

G. A muzzleloading gun, for the purpose of this section, means a single shot flintlock or percussion weapon, excluding muzzleloading pistols, .45 caliber or larger, firing a single projectile or sabot (with a .38 caliber or larger projectile) of the same caliber loaded from the muzzle of the weapon and propelled by at least 50 grains of black powder (or black powder equivalent or smokeless powder).

H. It shall be unlawful to have in immediate possession any firearm other than a muzzleloading gun while hunting with a muzzleloading gun in a special muzzleloading season.

4 VAC 15-90-90. Bag limit, bonus deer permits and special antlerless provision for youth hunters [ , and special earn a buck regulation ].

A. The bag limit for deer east of the Blue Ridge Mountains (except on national forest lands in Amherst, Bedford, and Nelson counties) through June 30, 2004, is two per day, four per license year, one of which must be antlerless.  Effective July 1, 2004, The bag limit for deer east of the Blue Ridge Mountains (except on national forest lands in Amherst, Bedford, and Nelson counties) is two per day, six per license year, three of which must be antlerless.

B. The bag limit for deer west of the Blue Ridge Mountains and on national forest lands in Amherst, Bedford, and Nelson counties through June 30, 2004, is one per day, three per license year, one of which must be antlerless.  Effective July 1, 2004, The bag limit for deer west of the Blue Ridge Mountains and on national forest lands in Amherst, Bedford, and Nelson counties is one per day, five per license year, three of which must be antlerless.  Only one antlered buck may be taken during the special early muzzleloading season per hunter.  Only one antlered buck taken in Shenandoah County per license year may have less than four antler points one inch or longer on one side of the antlers.
C. Antlerless deer may be taken only during designated either-sex deer hunting days during the special archery seasons, special muzzleloading seasons, and the general firearms season.

D. Bonus deer permits shall be valid on private land in counties and cities where deer hunting is permitted (except Buchanan, Dickenson, and Wise counties) during the special archery seasons, special muzzleloading seasons, and the general firearms season.  Bonus deer permits shall be valid on public lands, including state parks, state forests, national wildlife refuges, military areas, etc., as authorized by the managing agency.  Unless otherwise posted or authorized in writing for wildlife management areas by the department, or for national forest lands by the U.S. Forest Service, the use of bonus permits is prohibited on department-owned and national forest lands.  Bonus deer permits shall be valid for antlerless deer only.  Deer taken on bonus permits shall count against the daily bag limit but are in addition to the seasonal bag limit.

E. Deer hunters 15 years of age and under, including those exempt from purchasing a hunting license, when in compliance with all applicable laws and license requirements, may take one antlerless deer per license year on days other than designated either-sex deer hunting days during the special muzzleloading seasons or the general firearms season in all counties that have at least one either-sex deer hunting day during the general firearms deer season.
[ 4 VAC 15-90-91. General firearms season either-sex deer hunting days.

A. During the general firearms deer season, deer of either sex may be taken within:

Accomack County: full season.

Albemarle County: the second, third, and fourth Saturdays and the last 24 hunting days.

Alleghany County: the second Saturday and the last two hunting days.

-National forest lands: the second Saturday and the last hunting day.

Amelia County: the second and third Saturdays and the last six hunting days.

Amherst County (east of U.S. Route 29): the second, third, and fourth Saturdays and the last 24 hunting days.

Amherst County (west of U.S. Route 29): full season.

-National forest lands: the second Saturday and the last six hunting days.

Appomattox County: the second and third Saturdays and the last six hunting days.

-Appomattox-Buckingham State Forest: the second Saturday.

Arlington County: full season.

Augusta County: the second Saturday and the last six hunting days.

-National forest and department-owned lands: the second Saturday and the last hunting day.

Bath County: the second Saturday and the last two hunting days.

-National forest and department-owned lands: the second Saturday and the last hunting day.

Bedford County: full season.

-National forest lands: the second Saturday and the last six hunting days.

Bland County: the second Saturday and the last six hunting days.

-National forest lands: the second Saturday and the last two hunting days.

Botetourt County: full season.

-National forest lands: the second Saturday and the last two hunting days.

Brunswick County: the second and third Saturdays and the last six hunting days.

Buchanan County: antlered bucks only – no either-sex days.  Only deer with antlers above the hairline may be taken.

Buckingham County: the second and third Saturdays and the last six hunting days.

-Appomattox-Buckingham State Forest: the second Saturday.

Campbell County (east of Norfolk Southern Railroad): the second, third, and fourth Saturdays and the last 24 hunting days.

Campbell County (west of Norfolk Southern Railroad): full season.

Caroline County:  the second and third Saturdays and the last six hunting days.

Carroll County: full season.

-National forest and department-owned lands: the second Saturday and the last two hunting days.

Charles City County: the second and third Saturdays and the last 12 hunting days.

-Chickahominy WMA: antlered bucks only – no either-sex days.  Only deer with antlers above the hairline may be taken.

Charlotte County: the second and third Saturdays and the last six hunting days.

Chesapeake (City of): the first Saturday following October 1st and the last six hunting days.

Chesterfield County: the second and third Saturdays and the last six hunting days.

Clarke County: full season.

Craig County: the second Saturday and the last six hunting days.

-National forest lands: the second Saturday and the last two hunting days.

Culpeper County: the second, third, and fourth Saturdays and the last 24 hunting days.

-Chester F. Phelps WMA: the second Saturday.

Cumberland County: the second and third Saturdays and the last six hunting days.

-Cumberland State Forest: the second Saturday.

Dickenson County: antlered bucks only – no either-sex days.  Only deer with antlers above the hairline may be taken.

Dinwiddie County: the second and third Saturdays and the last six hunting days.

Essex County: the second and third Saturdays and the last 12 hunting days.

Fairfax County: full season (restricted to certain parcels of land by special permit).

Fauquier County: full season.

-G. Richard Thompson WMA: the second Saturday and the last hunting day.

-Chester F. Phelps WMA: the second Saturday.

Floyd County: full season.

Fluvanna County: second and third Saturdays and the last six hunting days.

Franklin County: full season.

-Philpott Reservoir:  the second Saturday and the last six hunting days.

-Turkeycock Mountain WMA: the second Saturday and the last two hunting days.

Frederick County: full season

-National forest lands: the second Saturday and the last hunting day.

Giles County: the second Saturday and the last six hunting days.

-National forest lands: the second Saturday and the last two hunting days.

Gloucester County: the second, third, and fourth Saturdays and the last 24 hunting days.

Goochland County (east of U.S. Route 522): the second and third Saturdays and last 12 hunting days.

Goochland County (west of U.S. Route 522): the second and third Saturdays and last six hunting days.

Grayson County: full season.

-National forest lands and portions of Grayson Highland State Park open to hunting: the second Saturday and the last hunting day.

Greene County: the second, third, and fourth Saturdays and the last 24 hunting days.

Greensville County: full season.

Halifax County: the second and third Saturdays and last 12 hunting days.

Hanover County: the second and third Saturdays and last 12 hunting days.

Henrico County: the second and third Saturdays and last 12 hunting days.

Henry County: full season.

-Fairystone Farms WMA, Fairystone State Park, and Philpott Reservoir: the second Saturday and the last six hunting days.

-Turkeycock Mountain WMA: the second Saturday and the last two hunting days.

Highland County: the second Saturday and the last two hunting days.

-National forest and department-owned lands: the second Saturday and the last hunting day.

Isle of Wight County: full season.

-Ragged Island WMA: antlered bucks only – no either-sex days.  Only deer with antlers above the hairline may be taken.

James City County: the second and third Saturdays and last 12 hunting days.

King and Queen County: the second and third Saturdays and last 12 hunting days.

King George County: the second and third Saturdays and the last six hunting days.

King William County: the second and third Saturdays and the last 12 hunting days.

Lancaster County: the second, third, and fourth Saturdays and the last 24 hunting days.

Lee County: the second Saturday and the last two hunting days.

-National forest lands: antlered bucks only – no either-sex days.  Only deer with antlers above the hairline may be taken.

Loudoun County:  full season.

Louisa County: the second and third Saturdays and the last six hunting days.

Lunenburg County: the second and third Saturdays and the last six hunting days.

Madison County: the second, third, and fourth Saturdays and the last 24 hunting days.

Mathews County: the second and third Saturdays and last 12 hunting days.

Mecklenburg County: the second and third Saturdays and the last six hunting days.

Middlesex County: the second and third Saturdays and last 12 hunting days.

Montgomery County: full season.

-National forest lands: the second Saturday and the last two hunting days.

Nelson County (east of Route 151): the second, third, and fourth Saturdays and the last 24 hunting days.

-James River WMA: the second Saturday and the last six hunting days.

Nelson County (west of Route 151): full season.

-National forest lands: the second Saturday and the last six hunting days.

New Kent County: the second and third Saturdays and last 12 hunting days.

Northampton County: full season.

Northumberland County: the second, third, and fourth Saturdays and the last 24 hunting days.

Nottoway County: the second and third Saturdays and the last six hunting days.

Orange County: the second, third, and fourth Saturdays and the last 24 hunting days.

Page County: the second Saturday and the last two hunting days.

-National forest lands: the second Saturday and the last hunting day.

Patrick County: full season.

-Fairystone Farms WMA, Fairystone State Park, and Philpott Reservoir: the second Saturday and the last six hunting days.

Pittsylvania County (east of Norfolk Southern Railroad): the second and third Saturdays and last 12 hunting days.

-White Oak Mountain WMA: the second Saturday and the last hunting day.

Pittsylvania County (west of Norfolk Southern Railroad): full season.

Powhatan County: the second and third Saturdays and the last six hunting days.

Prince Edward County: the second and third Saturdays and the last six hunting days.

-Prince Edward State Forest: the second Saturday.

Prince George County: the second and third Saturdays and the last six hunting days.

Prince William County: full season.

Pulaski County: the second Saturday and the last six hunting days.

-National forest lands: the second Saturday and the last two hunting days.

Rappahannock County: the second, third, and fourth Saturdays and the last 24 hunting days.

Richmond County: the second, third, and fourth Saturdays and the last 24 hunting days.

Roanoke County: full season.

-National forest and department-owned lands: the second Saturday and the last two hunting days.

Rockbridge County: the second Saturday and the last six hunting days.

-National forest and department-owned lands: the second Saturday and the last hunting day.

Rockingham County: the second Saturday and the last six hunting days.

-National forest lands: the second Saturday and the last hunting day.

Russell County: the second Saturday and the last two hunting days.

-Clinch Mountain WMA and Hidden Valley WMA: the second Saturday and the last hunting day.

Scott County: the second Saturday and the last six hunting days.

-National forest lands: antlered bucks only – no either-sex days.  

Only deer with antlers above the hairline may be taken.

Shenandoah County: full season.

-National forest lands: the second Saturday and the last hunting day.

Smyth County: the second Saturday and the last two hunting days.

-National forest lands, Clinch Mountain WMA, and Hidden Valley WMA: the second Saturday and the last hunting day.

Southampton County: full season.

Spotsylvania County: the second, third, and fourth Saturdays and the last 24 hunting days.

Stafford County: the second, third, and fourth Saturdays and the last 24 hunting days.

Suffolk (City of; east of the Dismal Swamp line): the first and second Saturdays following October 1st and the last six hunting days.

Suffolk (City of; west of the Dismal Swamp line): the second and third Saturdays and the last 12 hunting days.

Surry County: full season.

-Carlisle Tract of the Hog Island WMA: antlered bucks only – no either-sex days.  Only deer with antlers above the hairline may be taken.

Sussex County: full season.

Tazewell County: the second Saturday and the last two hunting days.

-National forest lands, Clinch Mountain WMA, and Hidden Valley WMA: the second Saturday and the last hunting day.

Virginia Beach (City of): the first Saturday following October 1 and the last six hunting days.

Warren County: full season.

-National forest lands: the second Saturday and the last hunting day.

Washington County: the second Saturday and the last two hunting days.

-National forest lands, Clinch Mountain WMA, and Hidden Valley WMA: the second Saturday and the last hunting day.

Westmoreland County: the second and third Saturdays and last 12 hunting days.

Wise County: antlered bucks only – no either-sex days.  Only deer with antlers above the hairline may be taken.

Wythe County: the second Saturday and the last six hunting days.

-National forest lands: the second Saturday and the last two hunting days.

York County: full season.

B. Except as provided in the subsection A of this section, deer of either sex may be taken full season during the general firearms deer season within the incorporated limits of any city or town, state park, national wildlife refuge, or military installation that allows deer hunting. ]
4 VAC 15-90-100. General firearms season either‑sex deer hunting days; Saturday following third Monday in November and last two hunting days. (Repealed.)
During the general firearms season, deer of either sex may be taken on the Saturday immediately following the third Monday in November and the last two hunting days only, in the counties of Lee (except on national forest lands), Page (except on national forest lands), Russell (except on Clinch Mountain Wildlife Management Area and Hidden Valley Wildlife Management Area), Scott (except on national forest lands), Smyth (except on national forest lands and Clinch Mountain Wildlife Management Area and Hidden Valley Wildlife Management Area), Tazewell (except on national forest lands and Clinch Mountain Wildlife Management Area and Hidden Valley Wildlife Management Area), Washington (except on national forest lands and Clinch Mountain Wildlife Management Area and Hidden Valley Wildlife Management Area), and on Fairystone Farms Wildlife Management Area, Fairystone State Park, Philpott Reservoir, and Turkeycock Mountain Wildlife Management Area and on national forest and department‑owned lands in Alleghany, Augusta, Bath, Bland, Botetourt, Carroll, Craig, Giles, Highland, Montgomery, Pulaski, Roanoke, Rockbridge, and Wythe.

4 VAC 15-90-110. General firearms season either-sex deer hunting days; Saturday following third Monday in November and last hunting day. (Repealed.)
During the general firearms season, deer of either sex may be taken on the Saturday immediately following the third Monday in November and the last hunting day on the G. Richard Thompson Wildlife Management Area and White Oak Mountain Wildlife Management Area and on national forest lands in Frederick, Grayson, Page, Rockingham, Shenandoah, Smyth, Tazewell, Washington, and Warren counties and on the Clinch Mountain Wildlife Management Area and Hidden Valley Wildlife Management Area and on portions of Grayson Highlands State Park open to hunting.

4 VAC 15-90-120. General firearms season eithersex deer hunting days; last six hunting days. (Repealed.)
During the general firearms season, deer of either sex may be taken on the last six hunting days in the cities of Chesapeake (except on Dismal Swamp National Wildlife Refuge and Fentress Naval Auxiliary Landing Field on the Northwest Naval Security Group), and Virginia Beach (except on Back Bay National Wildlife Refuge, Dam Neck Amphibious Training Base, Naval Air Station Oceana, False Cape State Park, and Fentress Naval Auxiliary Landing Field).

4 VAC 15-90-121. General firearms season either-sex deer hunting days; first two Saturdays and last six hunting days. (Repealed.)
During the general firearms season as prescribed by 4 VAC 15‑90‑30, deer of either sex may be taken on the first two Saturdays and on the last six hunting days in the City of Suffolk east of the Dismal Swamp line (except on the Dismal Swamp National Wildlife Refuge).

4 VAC 15-90-141. General firearms season either-sex deer hunting days; first two Saturdays following third Monday in November and last two hunting days. (Repealed.)
During the general firearms season, deer of either sex may be taken on the first two Saturdays immediately following the third Monday in November and on the last two hunting days, in the counties of Amelia, Appomattox (except on Appomattox‑Buckingham State Forest), Brunswick, Buckingham (except on Appomattox‑Buckingham State Forest), Charlotte, Cumberland (except on Cumberland State Forest), Dinwiddie, Fluvanna, Goochland (west of U.S. Route 522), Lunenburg, Mecklenburg, Nottoway, Powhatan, Prince Edward (except on Prince Edward State Forest), and Prince George (except on Fort Lee).

4 VAC 15-90-160. General firearms season either-sex deer hunting days; full season. (Repealed.)

A. During the general firearms season, deer of either sex may be taken full season, in the counties of Accomack, Amherst (west of U.S. Route 29, except on national forest lands), Arlington, Bedford (except on national forest lands), Botetourt (except on national forest lands), Campbell (west of Norfolk Southern Railroad and in the City of Lynchburg only on private lands for which a special permit has been issued by the chief of police), Clarke, Fairfax (restricted to certain parcels of land by special permit), Fauquier (except on the G. Richard Thompson and Chester F. Phelps Wildlife Management Areas), Floyd, Franklin (except Philpott Reservoir and Turkeycock Mountain Wildlife Management Area), Frederick (except on national forest lands), Grayson (except on national forest lands and portions of Grayson Highland State Park open to hunting), Henry (except on Fairystone Farms Wildlife Management Area, Fairystone State Park, Philpott Reservoir, and Turkeycock Mountain Wildlife Management Area), Loudoun, Montgomery (except on national forest lands), Nelson (west of Route 151, except on national forest lands), Northampton, Patrick (except on Fairystone Farms Wildlife Management Area, Fairystone State Park and Philpott Reservoir), Pittsylvania (west of Norfolk Southern Railroad), Prince William, Roanoke (except on national forest and department‑owned lands), Warren (except on national forest lands), York, and in the cities of Hampton, Newport News, Richmond, the Town of Chincoteague, and on Back Bay National Wildlife Refuge, Fort A.P. Hill, Caledon Natural Area, Camp Peary, Cheatham Annex, Chincoteague National Wildlife Refuge, Chippokes State Park, Dahlgren Surface Warfare Center Base, Dam Neck Amphibious Training Base, Dismal Swamp National Wildlife Refuge, Eastern Shore of Virginia National Wildlife Refuge, False Cape State Park, Fentress Naval Auxiliary Landing Field, Fisherman's Island National Wildlife Refuge, Fort Belvoir, Fort Eustis, Fort Lee, Harry Diamond Laboratory, Langley Air Force Base, NASA Langley Research Center, Naval Air Station Oceana, Northwest Naval Security Group, Pocahontas State Park, Presquile National Wildlife Refuge, Quantico Marine Corps Reservation, Radford Army Ammunition Plant, Sky Meadows State Park, York River State Park, Yorktown Naval Weapons Station.

B. Except as otherwise provided in other sections of this chapter, deer of either sex may be taken full season during the general firearms deer season within the incorporated limits of any city or town in the Commonwealth that allows deer hunting.

4 VAC 15-90-170. General firearms season either-sex deer hunting days; Saturday following third Monday in November. (Repealed.)
During the general firearms season, deer of either sex may be taken the Saturday immediately following the third Monday in November on the Buckingham‑Appomattox State Forest, Cumberland State Forest and Prince Edward State Forest.

4 VAC 15-90-190. General firearms season either-sex deer hunting days; first Saturday immediately following third Monday in November and last six days. (Repealed.)
During the general firearms season, deer of either sex may be taken on the first Saturday immediately following the third Monday in November and the last six hunting days, in the counties of Alleghany (except on national forest lands), Augusta (except on national forest and department‑owned lands), Bath (except on national forest and department‑owned lands), Bland (except on national forest lands), Carroll (except on national forest and department‑owned lands), Craig (except on national forest lands), Giles (except on national forest lands), Highland (except on national forest and department‑owned lands), Pulaski (except on national forest lands and the Radford Army Ammunition Plant), Rockbridge (except on national forest and department‑owned lands), Rockingham (except on national forest lands), Shenandoah (except on national forest lands), and Wythe (except on national forest lands), and on the James River Wildlife Management Area, and on national forest lands in Amherst, Bedford, and Nelson counties.

4 VAC 15-90-195. General firearms season either-sex deer hunting days; first two Saturdays immediately following third Monday in November and last six hunting days. (Repealed.)
During the general firearms season, deer of either sex may be taken on the first two Saturdays immediately following the third Monday in November and on the last six hunting days, in the counties of Caroline (except Fort A.P. Hill), Charles City (except on Chickahominy Wildlife Management Area), Chesterfield (except on Pocahontas State Park and Presquile NWR), Essex, King George (except Caledon Natural Area and Dahlgren Surface Warfare Center), King and Queen, King William, Louisa, Mathews, Middlesex, New Kent, and Westmoreland.
4 VAC 15-90-200. General firearms season either-sex deer hunting days; first three Saturdays following third Monday in November and last 24 hunting days. (Repealed.)

During the general firearms season, deer of either sex may be taken on the first three Saturdays immediately following the third Monday in November and on the last 24 hunting days, in the counties of Albemarle, Greensville, Isle of Wight (except on Ragged Island Wildlife Management Area), Southampton, Surry (except on the Carlisle Tract of the Hog Island Wildlife Management Area), and Sussex.

4 VAC 15-90-210. General firearms season either-sex deer hunting days; first two Saturdays immediately following third Monday in November and last 12 hunting days. (Repealed.)
During the general firearms season, deer of either sex may be taken on the first two Saturdays immediately following the third Monday in November and on the last 12 hunting days, in the counties of Amherst (east of U.S. Route 29), Campbell (east of Norfolk Southern Railroad except City of Lynchburg), Culpeper (except on Chester F. Phelps Wildlife Management Area), Gloucester, Goochland (east of U.S. Route 522), Greene, Halifax, Hanover, Henrico (except Presquile National Wildlife Refuge), James City (except York River State Park), Lancaster, Madison, Nelson (east of Route 151 except James River Wildlife Management Area), Northumberland, Orange, Pittsylvania (east of Norfolk Southern Railroad except White Oak Mountain Wildlife Management Area), Rappahannock, Richmond, Spotsylvania, Stafford (except on Quantico Marine Reservation), and in the City of Suffolk (west of the Dismal Swamp line).

4 VAC 15-90-220. General firearms season; bucks only. (Repealed.)
During the general firearms season, only deer with antlers visible above the hairline may be taken in the counties of (including the cities and towns within) Buchanan, Dickenson, and Wise and on national forest lands in Lee and Scott and on the Chester F. Phelps Wildlife Management Area, Chickahominy Wildlife Management Area, Ragged Island Wildlife Management Area, and on the Carlisle Tract of Hog Island Wildlife Management Area.

4 VAC 15-90-291. Enclosed or fenced areas that prevent or impede the free egress of deer.

A. Pursuant to § 29.1-525.1 A and B of the Code of Virginia, an enclosed or fenced area having any of the following attributes shall be deemed to prevent or impede the free egress of deer:

1. A fence greater than 61 inches high anywhere along its entire length;

2. A fence greater than 61 inches high that incorporates any topographic or other physical barrier that prevents or impedes the free egress of deer;

3. A fence or other barrier 61 inches or less in height having any attribute that prevents or impedes the free egress of deer, including but not limited to being slanted, doubled, offset, or electrified; or

4. A fence or other barrier, having any of the attributes described in subdivision 1, 2, or 3 of this section that does not have a permanent gap of at least 40 linear feet per every 660 linear feet (1/8 mile) along the fence or barrier, including an additional permanent gap of at least 40 linear feet at every inside angle in the fence or barrier of less than 120 degrees.  For the purposes of this section, a gap is defined as an interruption in the fence or barrier devoid of any impediment.

B. This subsection shall not apply to enclosures and lands exempted under § 29.1-525.1 C and D of the Code of Virginia.
[ C. The director or his designee may grant exceptions for an enclosed or fenced area having any of the above attributes where necessary for bona fide agricultural livestock operations. ]
4 VAC 15-90-292. [ General firearms season either-sex deer hunting days. Reserved. ]
A. During the general firearms deer season, deer of either sex may be taken within:

Accomack County: full season.

Albemarle County: the second, third, and fourth Saturdays and the last 24 hunting days.

Alleghany County: the second Saturday and the last two hunting days.

-National forest lands: the second Saturday and the last hunting day.

Amelia County: the second and third Saturdays and the last six hunting days.

Amherst County (east of U.S. Route 29): the second, third, and fourth Saturdays and the last 24 hunting days.

Amherst County (west of U.S. Route 29): full season.

-National forest lands: the second Saturday and the last six hunting days.

Appomattox County: the second and third Saturdays and the last six hunting days.

-Appomattox-Buckingham State Forest: the second Saturday.

Arlington County: full season.

Augusta County: the second Saturday and the last six hunting days.

-National forest and department-owned lands: the second Saturday and the last hunting day.

Bath County: the second Saturday and the last two hunting days.

-National forest and department-owned lands: the second Saturday and the last hunting day.

Bedford County: full season.

-National forest lands: the second Saturday and the last six hunting days.

Bland County: the second Saturday and the last six hunting days.

-National forest lands: the second Saturday and the last two hunting days.

Botetourt County: full season.

-National forest lands: the second Saturday and the last two hunting days.

Brunswick County: the second and third Saturdays and the last six hunting days.

Buchanan County: antlered bucks only – no either-sex days.  Only deer with antlers above the hairline may be taken.

Buckingham County: the second and third Saturdays and the last six hunting days.

-Appomattox-Buckingham State Forest: the second Saturday.

Campbell County (east of Norfolk Southern Railroad): the second, third, and fourth Saturdays and the last 24 hunting days.

Campbell County (west of Norfolk Southern Railroad): full season.

Caroline County:  the second and third Saturdays and the last six hunting days.

Carroll County: full season.

-National forest and department-owned lands: the second Saturday and the last two hunting days.

Charles City County: the second and third Saturdays and the last 12 hunting days.

-Chickahominy WMA: antlered bucks only – no either-sex days.  Only deer with antlers above the hairline may be taken.

Charlotte County: the second and third Saturdays and the last six hunting days.

Chesapeake (City of): the first Saturday following October 1st and the last six hunting days.

Chesterfield County: the second and third Saturdays and the last six hunting days.

Clarke County: full season.

Craig County: the second Saturday and the last six hunting days.

-National forest lands: the second Saturday and the last two hunting days.

Culpeper County: the second, third, and fourth Saturdays and the last 24 hunting days.

-Chester F. Phelps WMA: the second Saturday.

Cumberland County: the second and third Saturdays and the last six hunting days.

-Cumberland State Forest: the second Saturday.

Dickenson County: antlered bucks only – no either-sex days.  Only deer with antlers above the hairline may be taken.

Dinwiddie County: the second and third Saturdays and the last six hunting days.

Essex County: the second and third Saturdays and the last 12 hunting days.

Fairfax County: full season (restricted to certain parcels of land by special permit).

Fauquier County: full season.

-G. Richard Thompson WMA: the second Saturday and the last hunting day.

-Chester F. Phelps WMA: the second Saturday.

Floyd County: full season.

Fluvanna County: second and third Saturdays and the last six hunting days.

Franklin County: full season.

-Philpott Reservoir:  the second Saturday and the last six hunting days.

-Turkeycock Mountain WMA: the second Saturday and the last two hunting days.

Frederick County: full season

-National forest lands: the second Saturday and the last hunting day.

Giles County: the second Saturday and the last six hunting days.

-National forest lands: the second Saturday and the last two hunting days.

Gloucester County: the second, third, and fourth Saturdays and the last 24 hunting days.

Goochland County (east of U.S. Route 522): the second and third Saturdays and last 12 hunting days.

Goochland County (west of U.S. Route 522): the second and third Saturdays and last six hunting days.

Grayson County: full season.

-National forest lands and portions of Grayson Highland State Park open to hunting: the second Saturday and the last hunting day.

Greene County: the second, third, and fourth Saturdays and the last 24 hunting days.

Greensville County: full season.

Halifax County: the second and third Saturdays and last 12 hunting days.

Hanover County: the second and third Saturdays and last 12 hunting days.

Henrico County: the second and third Saturdays and last 12 hunting days.

Henry County: full season.

-Fairystone Farms WMA, Fairystone State Park, and Philpott Reservoir: the second Saturday and the last six hunting days.

-Turkeycock Mountain WMA: the second Saturday and the last two hunting days.

Highland County: the second Saturday and the last two hunting days.

-National forest and department-owned lands: the second Saturday and the last hunting day.

Isle of Wight County: full season.

-Ragged Island WMA: antlered bucks only – no either-sex days.  Only deer with antlers above the hairline may be taken.

James City County: the second and third Saturdays and last 12 hunting days.

King and Queen County: the second and third Saturdays and last 12 hunting days.

King George County: the second and third Saturdays and the last six hunting days.

King William County: the second and third Saturdays and the last 12 hunting days.

Lancaster County: the second, third, and fourth Saturdays and the last 24 hunting days.

Lee County: the second Saturday and the last two hunting days.

-National forest lands: antlered bucks only – no either-sex days.  Only deer with antlers above the hairline may be taken.

Loudoun County:  full season.

Louisa County: the second and third Saturdays and the last six hunting days.

Lunenburg County: the second and third Saturdays and the last six hunting days.

Madison County: the second, third, and fourth Saturdays and the last 24 hunting days.

Mathews County: the second and third Saturdays and last 12 hunting days.

Mecklenburg County: the second and third Saturdays and the last six hunting days.

Middlesex County: the second and third Saturdays and last 12 hunting days.

Montgomery County: full season.

-National forest lands: the second Saturday and the last two hunting days.

Nelson County (east of Route 151): the second, third, and fourth Saturdays and the last 24 hunting days.

-James River WMA: the second Saturday and the last six hunting days.

Nelson County (west of Route 151): full season.

-National forest lands: the second Saturday and the last six hunting days.

New Kent County: the second and third Saturdays and last 12 hunting days.

Northampton County: full season.

Northumberland County: the second, third, and fourth Saturdays and the last 24 hunting days.

Nottoway County: the second and third Saturdays and the last six hunting days.

Orange County: the second, third, and fourth Saturdays and the last 24 hunting days.

Page County: the second Saturday and the last two hunting days.

-National forest lands: the second Saturday and the last hunting day.

Patrick County: full season.

-Fairystone Farms WMA, Fairystone State Park, and Philpott Reservoir: the second Saturday and the last six hunting days.

Pittsylvania County (east of Norfolk Southern Railroad): the second and third Saturdays and last 12 hunting days.

-White Oak Mountain WMA: the second Saturday and the last hunting day.

Pittsylvania County (west of Norfolk Southern Railroad): full season.

Powhatan County: the second and third Saturdays and the last six hunting days.

Prince Edward County: the second and third Saturdays and the last six hunting days.

-Prince Edward State Forest: the second Saturday.

Prince George County: the second and third Saturdays and the last six hunting days.

Prince William County: full season.

Pulaski County: the second Saturday and the last six hunting days.

-National forest lands: the second Saturday and the last two hunting days.

Rappahannock County: the second, third, and fourth Saturdays and the last 24 hunting days.

Richmond County: the second, third, and fourth Saturdays and the last 24 hunting days.

Roanoke County: full season.

-National forest and department-owned lands: the second Saturday and the last two hunting days.

Rockbridge County: the second Saturday and the last six hunting days.

-National forest and department-owned lands: the second Saturday and the last hunting day.

Rockingham County: the second Saturday and the last six hunting days.

-National forest lands: the second Saturday and the last hunting day.

Russell County: the second Saturday and the last two hunting days.

-Clinch Mountain WMA and Hidden Valley WMA: the second Saturday and the last hunting day.

Scott County: the second Saturday and the last six hunting days.

-National forest lands: antlered bucks only – no either-sex days.  

Only deer with antlers above the hairline may be taken.

Shenandoah County: full season.

-National forest lands: the second Saturday and the last hunting day.

Smyth County: the second Saturday and the last two hunting days.

-National forest lands, Clinch Mountain WMA, and Hidden Valley WMA: the second Saturday and the last hunting day.

Southampton County: full season.

Spotsylvania County: the second, third, and fourth Saturdays and the last 24 hunting days.

Stafford County: the second, third, and fourth Saturdays and the last 24 hunting days.

Suffolk (City of; east of the Dismal Swamp line): the first and second Saturdays following October 1st and the last six hunting days.

Suffolk (City of; west of the Dismal Swamp line): the second and third Saturdays and the last 12 hunting days.

Surry County: full season.

-Carlisle Tract of the Hog Island WMA: antlered bucks only – no either-sex days.  Only deer with antlers above the hairline may be taken.

Sussex County: full season.

Tazewell County: the second Saturday and the last two hunting days.

-National forest lands, Clinch Mountain WMA, and Hidden Valley WMA: the second Saturday and the last hunting day.

Virginia Beach (City of): the first Saturday following October 1 and the last six hunting days.

Warren County: full season.

-National forest lands: the second Saturday and the last hunting day.

Washington County: the second Saturday and the last two hunting days.

-National forest lands, Clinch Mountain WMA, and Hidden Valley WMA: the second Saturday and the last hunting day.

Westmoreland County: the second and third Saturdays and last 12 hunting days.

Wise County: antlered bucks only – no either-sex days.  Only deer with antlers above the hairline may be taken.

Wythe County: the second Saturday and the last six hunting days.

-National forest lands: the second Saturday and the last two hunting days.

York County: full season.

B. Except as provided in the subsection A of this section, deer of either sex may be taken full season during the general firearms deer season within the incorporated limits of any city or town, state park, national wildlife refuge, or military installation that allows deer hunting. ]
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