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Final Regulations

TITLE 18. PROFESSIONAL AND OCCUPATIONAL LICENSING

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE:  The following regulation filed by the Department of Health Professions is exempt from the Administrative Process Act in accordance with § 2.204002 B 18 of the Code of Virginia, which exempts regulations for the implementation of the Health Practitioners’ Intervention Program, Chapter 25.1 (§ 54.1-2515 et seq.) of Title 54.1 of the Code of Virginia.

Title of Regulation: 18 VAC 76-10. Regulations Governing the Health Practitioners' Intervention Program for the Department of Health Professions (amending 18 VAC 76-10-20 and 18 VAC 76-10-65).
Statutory Authority: §§ 54.1-2505 and 54.1-2516 of the Code of Virginia.

Effective Date: June 19, 2006.

Agency Contact: Peggy Call, Program Coordinator, Department of Health Professions, 6603 West Broad Street, 5th Floor, Richmond, VA 23230-1712, telephone (804) 662-9424, FAX (804) 662-9114 or e-mail peggy.call@dhp.virginia.gov.

Summary:

The amendments set expectations of the Program Committee for attendance and notice of absence and provide clear grounds for dismissal of nonparticipating members by adding a requirement for any member who is unable to attend a scheduled meeting to give notice to the program coordinator as soon as practical but no later than 48 hours prior to that scheduled meeting, except in cases of an emergency. An amendment further establishes grounds for removal by providing that failure of any member to attend two successive meetings without reasonable excuse or failure to give notice shall constitute grounds for removal. The amendments are necessary to provide a standard for member attendance and notification to avoid situations in which the committee is unable to convene a quorum. The amendments also allow the chairperson to act on the committee's behalf when a scheduled meeting is canceled due to failure to convene a quorum.

18 VAC 76-10-20. Organization of committee.

A. Except for the initial appointments, members shall be appointed for a term of four years and shall be eligible for reappointment for one additional four-year term. A member who is appointed to fill a vacancy for the remainder of an unexpired term shall be eligible for two full four-year terms. Terms of appointment shall begin on July 1 of each calendar year.

B. The initial appointees to the committee shall begin their terms on July 1, 1997, and shall be appointed as follows:

1. Two members shall serve for a term of one year, two members shall serve for a term of two years, and two members shall serve for a term of three years. All of the above shall be eligible for reappointment to two four-year terms.

2. One member shall serve for a term of four years and shall be eligible for reappointment to one four-year term.

C. Members of the committee shall not be current members of a health regulatory board within the department.

D. The committee shall elect a chairman and vice chairman for a one-year term ending June 30 of each calendar year.

E. The committee shall meet not less than once every two months and shall conduct all business according to Robert's Rules of Order.  Four members shall constitute a quorum.  The committee may adopt bylaws to govern its operations as it deems necessary to conduct its business and as consistent with law and regulations.

F. Except in the event of an emergency, any member who is unable to attend a scheduled meeting shall give notice to the program coordinator as soon as practical but no later than 48 hours prior to that scheduled meeting.

F. G. The director shall have the authority to remove a member and shall report such removal to the Board of Health Professions at its next scheduled meeting. Failure of any member to attend two successive meetings without reasonable excuse or failure to give notice as required in subsection F of this section shall constitute grounds for removal.

G. H. By December 31 of each calendar year, each health regulatory board within the department shall designate, in accordance with § 54.1-2400 (8) of the Code of Virginia, a liaison to the committee for a term of one year. Likewise, each board shall select an alternate to serve in the absence of the liaison.

18 VAC 76-10-65. Authority of the chairperson of the committee.

The chairperson of the committee, following consultation with and briefing by the program coordinator, shall have the authority to act, including immediately vacating a stay, in cases where a program participant has been granted a stay or has been placed on probation, or both, by order of a health regulatory board and information has been received that a program participant no longer satisfies the conditions of § 54.1-2516 C of the Code of Virginia. Further, the chairperson may act on behalf of the committee when a scheduled meeting is canceled due to failure to convene a quorum. 
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