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TITLE 4. CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES

MARINE RESOURCES COMMISSION

REGISTRAR’S NOTICE:  The following regulations filed by the Marine Resources Commission are exempt from the Administrative Process Act in accordance with § 2.2-4006 A 12 of the Code of Virginia; however, the commission is required to publish the full text of final regulations.

Title of Regulation: 4 VAC 20-150. Pertaining to the Dredging of Conchs (Also Known as Whelks) (amending 4 VAC 20-150-70).

Statutory Authority: § 28.2-201 of the Code of Virginia.

Effective Date: June 28, 2006.

Agency Contact: Betty Warren, Marine Resources Commission, 2600 Washington Avenue, 3rd Floor, Newport News, VA 23607, telephone (757) 247-2069, FAX (757) 247-2002 or e-mail betty.warren@mrc.virginia.gov.
Summary:

The amendments add horseshoe crabs to the list of species that may be harvested from defined areas Number 2 and 4 and repeal the prohibitions on harvest and possession of horseshoe crabs from May 1 to June 7 in defined areas Number 3 and 5.

4 VAC 20-150-70. Limitation of catch.

A. In Area Number 2 and Area Number 4, conchs only conchs and horseshoe crabs may shall be taken, harvested or possessed. All other shellfish, crustaceans, finfish, and other marine life caught during dredging shall be returned immediately to the water. Possession of such for a time longer than is necessary to return to the water will be in violation of this chapter.

B. In Area Number 3 and Area Number 5, it shall be unlawful to harvest, take or possess horseshoe crabs from May 1 through June 7. Possession of horseshoe crabs for a time longer than is necessary to return them to the water will be in violation of this chapter.
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