REGULATIONS

For information concerning the different types of regulations, see the Information Page.

Symbol Key

Roman type indicates existing text of regulations. Underscored language indicates proposed new text.
Language that has been stricken indicates proposed text for deletion.  Brackets are used in final regulations to indicate changes from the proposed regulation.

Regulations

TITLE 4. CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES

BOARD OF GAME AND INLAND FISHERIES

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The Board of Game and Inland Fisheries is exempt from the Administrative Process Act pursuant to § 2.2-4002 A 3 of the Code of Virginia when promulgating regulations regarding the management of wildlife.

Proposed Regulation

Title of Regulation: 4 VAC 15-20. Definitions and Miscellaneous: In General TC "4 VAC 15-20. Definitions and Miscellaneous: In General (Proposed)" \f C \l "2"  (adding 4 VAC 15-20-220).

Statutory Authority: §§ 29.1-103, 29.1-103.1, 29.1-501 and 29.1-502 of the Code of Virginia.

Public Hearing Date:  December 12, 2006 - 9 a.m.
Public comments may be submitted until November 23, 2006.

Agency Contact: Phil Smith, Policy Analyst and Regulatory Coordinator, Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, 4016 West Broad Street, Richmond, VA 23230, telephone (804) 367-1000, FAX (804) 367-0488 or email regcomments@dgif.state.va.us.

Notice to the Public: The Board of Game and Inland Fisheries has ordered to be published, pursuant to §§ 29.1-501 and 29.1-502 of the Code of Virginia, the following proposed amendment to board regulations.  A public comment period on the proposed regulation opened October 24, 2006, and remains open until November 23, 2006.  Comments submitted must be in writing; must be accompanied by the name, address and telephone number of the party offering the comments; should state the regulatory action desired; and should state the justification for the desired action.  Comments should be submitted online at www.dgif.virginia.gov, emailed to regcomments@dgif.virginia.gov, or sent to Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, Phil Smith, Policy Analyst and Regulatory Coordinator, 4016 West Broad Street, Richmond, Virginia 23230.

A public hearing on the advisability of adopting or amending and adopting the proposed regulation, or any parts thereof, will be held during a meeting of the board to take place at the Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, 4000 West Broad Street, Richmond, Virginia, beginning at 9 a.m. on Tuesday, December 12, 2006, at which time any interested citizen present shall be heard.  If the board is satisfied that the proposed regulation, or any parts thereof, is advisable, in the form in which published or as amended after receipt of the public's comments, the board may adopt regulation amendments as final at the December 12 meeting.  The regulation or regulation amendment adopted may be either more liberal or more restrictive than that proposed and being advertised under this notice.
Summary:

The proposed amendment authorizes the director to take measures to prevent, control or eradicate the spread of diseases in the Commonwealth whenever (i) such diseases threaten wildlife; (ii) a disease in wildlife has implications for human, domestic or agricultural animal health; or (iii) a disease is confirmed in wildlife held in captivity that threatens wildlife, human, domestic or agricultural animal health.

4 VAC 15-20-220. Definitions and miscellaneous: In general.  Disease prevention, control and eradication in wildlife.

A. Whenever a disease threatens wildlife in the Commonwealth, the director is authorized to undertake measures to prevent, control or eradicate the spread of such disease including, but not limited to, the delineation of wildlife disease management, surveillance, and quarantine areas, the reduction of selected wildlife populations, the restriction in the movement of wildlife or parts thereof, the prohibition of feeding of wildlife or use of animal-based products such as attractants, the prohibition of rehabilitation and release of selected wildlife species and the manipulation or modification of environmental conditions. Further, the director is authorized to require mandatory checking and disease testing of selected wildlife species and to modify or establish hunting and trapping seasons and bag limits, as necessary, to prevent, control or eradicate the spread of disease in wildlife.

B. Whenever a disease in wildlife or the planned disease response has implications for human, domestic or agricultural animal health in the Commonwealth, the director, in consultation with the state and/or public health veterinarian as appropriate, is authorized to undertake measures as described in subsection A to prevent, control or eradicate the spread of such disease in wildlife.

C. Whenever a disease is confirmed in wildlife held in captivity that threatens wildlife, human, domestic or agricultural animal health, the director, in consultation with the state and/or public health veterinarian as appropriate, is authorized to quarantine or dispose of such animals, including measures such as population reduction, depopulation and exportation, modification and decontamination of the captive facility as necessary, and revocation of permits or modification of permit conditions, as to prevent further disease transmission. The department may indemnify the owner or owners, at fair-market value, for privately owned wildlife removed. The department may seek reimbursement of costs for depopulation, modification to, or decontamination of the facility from the landowner and/or owner or owners of the facility.

D. It shall be unlawful for any person to willfully impede the department or its designee in its execution of the aforementioned measures to prevent, control, or eradicate disease in wildlife.

VA.R. Doc. No. R07-24; Filed October 25, 2006, 11:22 a.m.
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