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TITLE 11. GAMING

VIRGINIA RACING COMMISSION

Proposed Regulation

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE:  The Virginia Racing Commission is exempt from the Administrative Process Act pursuant to subdivision A 18 of § 2.2-4002 of the Code of Virginia (i) when acting by and through its duly appointed stewards or in matters related to any specific race meeting or (ii) in promulgating technical rules regulating actual live horse racing at race meetings licensed by the commission.

Title of Regulation:  11 VAC 10-100. Horses (amending 11 VAC 10-100-30).

Statutory Authority:  § 59.1-369 of the Code of Virginia.
Public Hearing Date:  N/A -- Public comments may be submitted until 5 p.m. on April 24, 2007.

Agency Contact:  David S. Lermond, Jr., Regulatory Coordinator, Virginia Racing Commission, 10700 Horsemen's Lane, New Kent, VA 23024, telephone (804) 966-7404, FAX (804) 966-7418, or email david.lermond@vrc.virginia.gov.

Summary:

The proposed amendment allows for the use of a microchip implanted in a Thoroughbred horse’s neck to be used instead of a lip tattoo for identification purposes.  This amendment is intended to accommodate horses from Europe and other countries where microchips are now being used for the identification of racehorses.

11 VAC 10-100-30. Lip tattoo requirements.

No horse may start in a race without a legible lip tattoo number being applied by the designated personnel appropriate to the breed of horse. The stewards, in their discretion, may approve a readable microchip approved by The Jockey Club for identification purposes if appropriate. In harness racing, no Standardbred may start in a race without either a legible lip tattoo or a freeze brand number being applied by the designated personnel appropriate.
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