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TITLE 4. CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES

MARINE RESOURCES COMMISSION

REGISTRAR’S NOTICE: The following regulations filed by the Marine Resources Commission are exempt from the Administrative Process Act in accordance with § 2.2-4006 A 12 of the Code of Virginia; however, the commission is required to publish the full text of final regulations.

Final Regulation

Title of Regulation: 4 VAC 20-430. Pertaining to the Marking and Minimum Mesh Size of Gill Nets (amending 4 VAC 20-430-20; adding 4 VAC 20-430-45).

Statutory Authority: § 28.2-201 of the Code of Virginia.

Effective Date: March 30, 2007.
Agency Contact: Brandy L. Battle, Agency Regulatory Coordinator, Marine Resources Commission, 2600 Washington Avenue, 3rd Floor, Newport News, VA 23607, telephone (757) 247-2248, FAX (757) 247-2002, or email brandy.battle@mrc.virginia.gov.

Summary: 

The amendments (i) specify that maximum recreational anchored gill net lengths shall be 110 feet; (ii) require that the ends of recreational anchored gill nets to be marked with floating buoys of at least 3-1/2" diameter and be of blaze-orange color; and (iii) set designated boundary lines on the James, York and Rappahannock rivers where the 110‑foot restriction and marking requirements apply.
4 VAC 20-430-20. Marking procedures for drift and anchored gill nets.

Except as provided in 4 VAC 20-430-40, 4 VAC 20-430-45, and 4 VAC 20-430-50, it shall be unlawful for any person to place, set or fish any gill net, except when licensed as a fixed fishing device, that is not marked in the following manner:

1. One end of each gill net shall be marked by a flag of square dimensions, which shall measure at least 144 square inches.

2. The end of each gill net opposite the square flag marker shall be marked by either a triangular flag of at least 144 square inches or a floating ball of at least 50 inches circumference.

3. Each flag described in subdivisions 1 and 2 of this section shall be supported on a staff sufficient to maintain the bottom of the flag at least three feet above the surface of the water.

4. The end-marker flags on the same net or flag and floating ball on the same net shall be of identical color.

5. All flag staffs shall be marked with two stripes of two-inch wide reflective material that shall be visible from all sides; all end-marker floating balls shall be marked on three sides with patches of approximately two-inch by two-inch reflective material that shall be visible from all sides above the water line.

4 VAC 20-430-45. Recreational anchored gill net exemptions.

It shall be unlawful for any person to place, set or fish any anchored gill net up to 110 feet in length and licensed for recreational purposes upstream of the designated boundary lines listed below that is not marked in the following manner:

1. Both ends of each gill net shall be marked by a floating buoy of at least 3-1/2" in diameter.

2. Both end-marker buoys shall be of blaze-orange color.

3. Designated boundary lines.

a. James River and its tributaries: a line connecting Hog Point and the downstream point of the mouth of College Creek; 

b. 
York River and its tributaries: the Route 33 bridges; and
c.  Rappahannock River and its tributaries: the Route 360 Bridge.
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