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Regulations

TITLE 11. GAMING

VIRGINIA RACING COMMISSION

Final Regulation

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE:  The Virginia Racing Commission is exempt from the Administrative Process Act pursuant to subdivision A 18 of § 2.2-4002 of the Code of Virginia (i) when acting by and through its duly appointed stewards or in matters related to any specific race meeting or (ii) in promulgating technical rules regulating actual live horse racing at race meetings licensed by the commission.

Title of Regulation:  11 VAC 10-150. Harness Racing (adding 11 VAC 10-150-12 and 11 VAC 10-150-15).

Statutory Authority:  § 59.1-369 of the Code of Virginia.
Effective Date:  May 31, 2007.

Agency Contact:  David S. Lermond, Jr., Regulatory Coordinator, Virginia Racing Commission, 10700 Horsemen's Lane, New Kent, VA 23024, telephone (804) 966-7404, FAX (804) 966-7418, or email david.lermond@vrc.virginia.gov.

Summary:

The amendments add requirements for the use of safety equipment for the drivers of Standardbred horses.  The use of the specified equipment will be required whether drivers are driving in an actual race or exercising a horse in the morning.

The specifications for the safety equipment were taken from the Model Rules of Racing, which were written by the Association of Racing Commissioners International.

11 VAC 10-150-12. Safety helmets.

A protective helmet, meeting the 2000 Standard for Protective Headgear (Snell Memorial Foundation), meeting Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard No. 218 (49 CFR 571.218), or that is ASTM/SEI certified, securely fastened under the chin, must be worn at all times on association grounds when:

1. Racing, parading, or warming up a horse prior to racing; or

2. Jogging, training, or exercising a horse at any time.

11 VAC 10-150-15. Safety vests.

A. A safety vest shall be worn when:

1. Racing, parading or warming up a horse prior to racing; or

2. Jogging, training or exercising a horse at any time.

B. A safety vest shall:

1. Cover the torso, front and back, from the collar bone to the hip bone;

2. Be of uniform material and thickness over the whole of the vest except for localized:

a. Variation due to pattern, for example, quilting;

b. Thinner areas to aid fit, for example, under the arms, at fastenings and at edges; and

c. Thicker areas in regard to particularly sensitive areas of the body, for example, the spine; and

3. Equal or exceed a minimum shock absorbance rating of five according to the specifications established by the British Equestrian Trade Association (BETA), which are as follows:

a. Use a critical height apparatus to measure the maximum deceleration on impact of a striker consisting of a spherical idententer weighing 5.9 (+/-0.05) kilograms with a diameter of 215 (+/- 2) millimeters,

b. Condition the vest and the striker for a minimum of three hours at 23˚ (+/-2º) Centigrade,
c. With the vest lying on a smooth, flat massive concrete base with the inside of the vest facing the striker and positioned so that the striker will impact on an area of typical thickness, not reinforced by additional material, raise and release the striker starting at a height of 0.2 meter and increasing the height by increments of 0.2 meter to a height that will result in a deceleration of over 300 gravity units (1G=9.81 ms-1) as measured by recording the signal from an accelerometer through the impact from the time before the striker impacts the vest until the accelerometer returns to the same level as before the impact,
d. Record the gravity units measured at each height increment on a line graph that has the gravity units in ascending order as the vertical axis and the release height in meters in ascending meters as the horizontal access,
e. Plot the height in meters at which the deceleration reached 300 gravity units, and

f. Multiply the height obtained in subdivision 3 e of this subsection by 10 to calculate the shock absorbance rating.
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