REGULATIONS

For information concerning the different types of regulations, see the Information Page.

Symbol Key

Roman type indicates existing text of regulations. Underscored language indicates proposed new text.
Language that has been stricken indicates proposed text for deletion.  Brackets are used in final regulations to indicate changes from the proposed regulation.

Regulations

TITLE 13. HOUSING

BOARD OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVLOPMENT

Proposed Regulation

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The Board of Housing and Community Development is claiming an exemption from the Administrative Act pursuant to § 2.2-4006 A 13 of the Code of Virginia, which excludes regulations adopted by the Board of Housing and Community Development pursuant to the Statewide Fire Prevention Code (§ 27-94 et seq. of the Code of Virginia) and the Uniform Statewide Building Code (§ 36-97 et seq. of the Code of Virginia), provided the board (i) provides a Notice of Intended Regulatory Action in conformance with the provisions of § 2.2-4007 B, (ii) publishes the proposed regulation and provides an opportunity for oral and written comments as provided in § 2.2-4007 F, and (iii) conducts at least one public hearing as provided in §§ 2.2-4009 and 36-100 of the Code of Virginia prior to the publishing of the proposed regulations. 

* * *

Due to its length, the following regulatory action filed by the Board of Housing and Community Development (13 VAC 5-63) is not being published. However, in accordance with § 2.2-4031 of the Code of Virginia, the summary is being published in lieu of the full text. The full text of the regulation is available for public inspection at the office of the Registrar of Regulations and at the Board of Housing and Community Development (see contact information below) and is accessible on the Virginia Register of Regulations website at http://register.state.va.us/vol23/Welcome.htm.

Title of Regulation:  13 VAC 5-63. Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code (amending 13 VAC 5-63-10, 13 VAC 5-63-20, 13 VAC 5-63-30, 13 VAC 5-63-40, 13 VAC 5-63-120, 13 VAC 5-63-130, 13 VAC 5-63-150, 13 VAC 5-63-190, 13 VAC 5-63-210, 13 VAC 5-63-220, 13 VAC 5-63-230, 13 VAC 5-63-240, 13 VAC 5-63-245, 13 VAC 5-63-250, 13 VAC 5-63-260, 13 VAC 5-63-270, 13 VAC 5-63-280, 13 VAC 5-63-310, 13 VAC 5-63-320, 13 VAC 5-63-330, 13 VAC 5-63-360, 13 VAC 5-63-400, 13 VAC 5-63-430, 13 VAC 5-63-434, 13 VAC 5-63-436, 13 VAC 5-63-437, 13 VAC 5-63-438, 13 VAC 5-63-440, 13 VAC 5-63-450, 13 VAC 5-63-470, 13 VAC 5-63-480, 13 VAC 5-63-500, 13 VAC 5-63-520; adding 13 VAC 5-63-335; repealing 13 VAC 5-63-225, 13 VAC 5-63-265, 13 VAC 5-63-432, 13 VAC 5-63-550).
Statutory Authority:  § 36-98 of the Code of Virginia.
Public Hearing Date:  July 24, 2007 - 10 a.m.
Public comments may be submitted until 5 p.m. on August 11, 2007.

(See Calendar of Events section

for additional information)

Agency Contact:  Vernon Hodge, Technical Services Manager, Board of Housing and Community Development, 501 North Second Street, Richmond, VA 23219, telephone (804) 371-7174, FAX (804) 371-7092, or email vernon.hodge@dhcd.virginia.gov.

Summary:

The amendments to the regulation are categorized into three groups.  The first group is amendments necessary to incorporate the newest editions of the nationally recognized model codes and standards into the regulation.  These changes are located in 13 VAC 5-63-10, 13 VAC 5-63-210 G, 13 VAC 5-63-400 and 13 VAC 5-63-450.  The newest editions of the model codes are the 2006 editions.

The second group of amendments is general clarifications and correlation changes.  These amendments are to more closely match legislative language, to coordinate the application of the regulations with the other building and fire regulations of the board, and to remove provisions in the existing USBC that have been successfully added to the latest model codes through the code changes process of the model code organization, thus eliminating the need for those changes in the USBC.  This group of changes is located in 13 VAC 5-63-20, 13 VAC 5-63-30, 13 VAC 5-63-40, 13 VAC 5-63-210, 13 VAC 5-63-220, 13 VAC 6-63-240, 13 VAC 5-63-245, 13 VAC 5-63-250, 13 VAC 5-63-265, 13 VAC 5-63-270, 13 VAC 5-63-280, 13 VAC 5-63-310, 13 VAC 5-63-320, 13 VAC 5-63-330, 13 VAC 5-63-360, 13 VAC 5-63-400, 13 VAC 5-63-430, 13 VAC 5-63-432, 13 VAC 5-63-434, 13 VAC 5-63-436, 13 VAC 5-63-438, 13 VAC 5-63-450, 13 VAC 5-63-480, 13 VAC 5-63-520 and 13 VAC 5-63-550.

The third group of amendments consists of a number of changes that were considered by committees or by client groups to reach a degree of consensus enabling their inclusion in the proposed regulation.  This group of amendments is summarized by section number as follows:
13 VAC 5-63-30 L limits the instances where building permits can be withheld to the functional design requirements of other departments or agencies.

13 VAC 5-63-130 J establishes minimum criteria for third-party inspector policies of the local building departments.

13 VAC 5-63-150 C requires the building owner to request documentation of the existence of violations after the statute of limitations time period expires.

13 VAC 5-63-190 E and 13 VAC 5-63-500 E change the time frame for filing an appeal of the local building department’s application of the code to 30 days for construction issues and 14 days for maintenance issues.

13 VAC 5-63-210 F permits bed and breakfast-type occupancies having up to 10 occupants total to be classified as a single-family dwelling.

13 VAC 5-63-210 K 22 maintains the standards for concrete and masonry foundation walls for single-family dwellings consistent with the existing provisions instead of using the newest model code provisions.

13 VAC 5-63-210 K 28 establishes new standards for wall bracing in single-family dwelling construction that facilitate ease in application.

13 VAC 5-63-320 B removes a prohibition from the use of plumbing drainage piping in exposed ceiling areas in food service establishments.

13 VAC 5-63-335 establishes standards for the construction of public swimming pools.
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