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For information concerning the different types of regulations, see the Information Page.

Symbol Key

Roman type indicates existing text of regulations. Underscored language indicates proposed new text.
Language that has been stricken indicates proposed text for deletion.  Brackets are used in final regulations to indicate changes from the proposed regulation.

Regulations

TITLE 16. LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT

SAFETY AND HEALTH CODES BOARD

Final Regulation

Titles of Regulations:  16 VAC 25-75. General Industry Standard for Telecommunications, General, Approach Distances (adding 16 VAC 25-75-10).

16 VAC 25-90. Federal Identical General Industry Standards (29 CFR Part 1910) (repealing 16 VAC 25-90-1910.268 (b) (7)).

Statutory Authority:  § 40.1-22 of the Code of Virginia; Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970 (P.L. 91-596).
Effective Date:  July 26, 2007.
Agency Contact:  John Crisanti, Policy Analyst Senior, Department of Labor and Industry, Powers Taylor Building, 13 South 13th Street, Richmond, VA 23219, telephone (804) 786-4300, FAX (804) 786-8418, or email john.crisanti@doli.virginia.gov.

Summary:

This regulatory action provides that telecommunications workers be required to protect themselves from both electrical parts upon which they are currently working and from electric wires adjacent to any area in which they are working by repealing language in the current telecommunications standard (29 CFR 1910.268) of the federal identical regulation and replacing it with a more stringent standard patterned on the requirements in the electric power generation, transmission, and distribution standard (29 CFR 1910.269). 

The final regulation clarifies that when an employee is wearing insulating gloves and/or sleeves in accordance with 16 VAC 25-90-1910.269(l)(3), those insulating gloves or insulating gloves and sleeves will only be considered insulation of that part of the employee’s extremities covered by the gloves and/or sleeves.  If other parts of the employee’s body or extremities are exposed to energized parts inside the minimum approach distances, additional protective measures outlined in 16 VAC 25-75-1910.268(b)(7)(i) must be provided. 
The amendment does not affect the minimum approach distances referenced in § 1910.268(b)(7) and contained in Table R-2. 
Summary of Public Comments and Agency's Response: A summary of comments made by the public and the agency's response may be obtained from the promulgating agency or viewed at the office of the Registrar of Regulations.
CHAPTER 75.

GENERAL INDUSTRY STANDARD FOR TELECOMMUNICATIONS, GENERAL, APPROACH DISTANCES.

16 VAC 25-75-10. General; approach distances.

A. No employee shall be permitted to approach or take any conductive object [ without an approved insulating handle ] closer to exposed energized parts than shown in subsection B (Table R-2) of this section unless:

1. The employee is insulated or guarded from the energized parts (insulating gloves or insulating gloves and sleeves worn in accordance with 16 VAC 25-90-1910.269(l)(3) are [ only ] considered insulation of [ that part of  ] the [ employee only with regard to the energized part upon which work is being performed employee's extremities covered by the insulating gloves or insulating gloves and sleeves ]);

2. The energized part is insulated or guarded from him and any other conductive object at a different potential; or

3. The power conductors and equipment are deenergized and grounded.

B. Approach distances to exposed energized overhead power lines and parts.

TABLE R-2.

Approach Distances to Exposed Energized Overhead Power Lines and Parts.
	Voltage range (phase to phase, RMS)
	Approach distance (inches)

	300 V and less
	(1)

	Over 300 V, not over 750V
	12

	Over 750 V not over 2 kV
	18

	Over 2 kV, not over 15 kV
	24

	Over 15 kV, not over 37 kV
	36

	Over 37 kV, not over 87.5 kV
	42

	Over 87.5 kV, not over 121 kV
	48

	Over 121 kV, not over 140kV
	54


(1) Avoid contact.

EDITOR'S NOTE:  The Safety and Health Codes Board is repealing subdivision (b)(7) of 16 VAC 25-90-1910.268.  The portion of the regulation being repealed is set out; the remainder of the section is not set out.

16 VAC 25-90-1910.268. Telecommunications.

* * *

(b) General.

(7) Approach distances to exposed energized overhead power lines and parts.  The employer shall ensure that no employee approaches or takes any conductive object closer to any electrically energized overhead power lines and parts than prescribed in Table R-2, unless:

(i) The employee is insulated or guarded from the energized parts (insulating gloves rated for the voltage involved shall be considered adequate insulation), or

(ii) The energized parts are insulated or guarded from the employee and any other conductive object at a different potential, or

(iii) The power conductors and equipment are deenergized and grounded.

* * *
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