REGULATIONS

For information concerning the different types of regulations, see the Information Page.

Symbol Key

Roman type indicates existing text of regulations. Underscored language indicates proposed new text.
Language that has been stricken indicates proposed text for deletion.  Brackets are used in final regulations to indicate changes from the proposed regulation.

Regulations

TITLE 4. CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES

BOARD OF GAME AND INLAND FISHERIES

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The Board of Game and Inland Fisheries is exempt from the Administrative Process Act pursuant to subdivision A 3 of §2.2-4002 of the Code of Virginia when promulgating regulations regarding the management of wildlife. The board is required by §2.2-4031 of the Code of Virginia to publish all proposed and final wildlife management regulations, including length of seasons and bag limits allowed on the wildlife resources within the Commonwealth of Virginia.

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC

The Board of Game and Inland Fisheries has ordered to be published, pursuant to §§29.1-501 and 29.1-502 of the Code of Virginia, the following proposed amendments to board regulations. A public comment period on the proposed regulations opened July 24, 2007, and remains open until September 24, 2007. Comments submitted must be in writing; must be accompanied by the name, address and telephone number of the party offering the comments; should state the regulatory action desired; and should state the justification for the desired action. Comments may be submitted online at www.dgif.virginia.gov, mailed to the Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, Attn: Policy Analyst and Regulatory Coordinator, 4016 West Broad Street, Richmond, Virginia 23230, or emailed to regcomments@dgif.virginia.gov.

A public hearing on the advisability of adopting or amending and adopting the proposed regulations, or any parts thereof, will be held during a meeting of the board to take place at the Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, 4000 West Broad Street, Richmond, Virginia, beginning at 9 a.m. on Tuesday, October 16, 2007, at which time any interested citizen present shall be heard. If the board is satisfied that the proposed regulation, or any parts thereof, is advisable, in the form in which published or as amended after receipt of the public's comments, the board may adopt regulation amendments as final at the October 16 meeting.  The regulations or regulation amendments adopted may be either more liberal or more restrictive than those proposed and being advertised under this notice.

Proposed Regulation

Title of Regulation: 4VAC15-240. Game: Turkey (amending 4VAC15-240-20, 4VAC15-240-31, 4VAC15-240-40, 4VAC15-240-50; adding 4VAC15-240-11, 4VAC15-240-51).
Statutory Authority: §§29.1-103, 29.1-501 and 29.1-502 of the Code of Virginia.

Public Hearing Information:
October 16, 2007 - 9 a.m. - Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, 4000 West Broad Street, Richmond, VA

Public Comments: Public comments may be submitted until September 24, 2007.

Summary:
The proposed amendments shift the late segment of the six-week fall turkey season in most counties east of the Blue Ridge Mountains so that it begins on the Monday nearest December 2 and ends on the last Saturday in December and add the City of Suffolk, Accomack County, and Northampton County to the two-week and Thanksgiving Day fall turkey season
The proposed amendments also (i) shift the late segment of the four-week fall turkey season so that it begins on the Monday nearest December 2 and continues for 11 hunting days following; (ii) change the ending of legal shooting hours during the spring youth hunt day from 12 noon to sunset; (iii) remove Accomack and Northampton counties and the City of Suffolk from the continuous closed fall season regulation; and (iv) provide a youth fall turkey hunt day on the third Saturday in October for youth 15 years of age and under.
4VAC15-240-11. Open season; certain counties and areas; Saturday prior to the last Monday in October and for 11 hunting days following, on Thanksgiving Day, and on the Monday closest to December 2 through the last Saturday in December, both dates inclusive.

Except as otherwise specifically provided in the sections appearing in this chapter, it shall be lawful to hunt turkeys in counties, cities and towns east of the Blue Ridge Mountains except Amherst (west of U.S. Route 29), Bedford, Campbell (west of Norfolk Southern Railroad), Franklin, Henry, Nelson (west of Route 151), Patrick and Pittsylvania (west of Norfolk Southern Railroad) from the Saturday prior to the last Monday in October and for 11 consecutive hunting days following, on Thanksgiving Day, and on the Monday nearest December 2 through the last Saturday in December, both dates inclusive. 

4VAC15-240-20. Open season; certain counties and areas; Saturday prior to the last Monday in October and for 11 hunting days following, and on Thanksgiving Day. 

It shall be lawful to hunt turkeys on the Saturday prior to the last Monday in October and for 11 consecutive hunting days following, and on Thanksgiving Day in the counties of Accomack, Buchanan, Isle of Wight, Northampton, Prince George, Southampton, Surry, and Sussex and the City of Suffolk. 

4VAC15-240-31. Open season; certain counties and areas; Saturday prior to the last Monday in October and for 11 hunting days following, on Thanksgiving Day, and on the Monday closest to December 9 2 and for 11 hunting days following. 

It shall be lawful to hunt turkeys on the Saturday prior to the last Monday in October and for 11 consecutive hunting days following, on Thanksgiving Day, and on the Monday closest to December 9 2 and for 11 hunting days following in the counties of Charles City, Gloucester, James City, King George, Lancaster, Mathews, Middlesex, New Kent, Northumberland, Richmond, Westmoreland, and York (except on Camp Peary).

4VAC15-240-40. Open season; spring season for bearded turkeys. 

A. Except as otherwise provided in this section, it shall be lawful to hunt bearded turkeys from the second Saturday in April and for 30 consecutive hunting days following, both dates inclusive, from 1/2 hour before sunrise to 12:00 noon prevailing time during the first 19 hunting days and from 1/2 hour before sunrise to sunset during the last 12 hunting days of the spring season. 

B. Turkey hunters 15 years of age and under may hunt on the first Saturday in April from 1/2 hour before sunrise to 12:00 noon prevailing time sunset, when in compliance with applicable license requirements and when accompanied and directly supervised by an adult who has a valid Virginia hunting license on his person or an adult that is exempt from purchasing a hunting license. Adult hunters accompanying youth hunters on this day may assist with calling but they shall not carry or discharge weapons 

C. Bearded turkeys may be hunted by calling. 

D. It shall be unlawful to use dogs or organized drives for the purpose of hunting. 

E. It shall be unlawful to use or have in possession any shot larger than number 2 fine shot when hunting turkeys with a shotgun. 

4VAC15-240-50. Continuous closed season in certain counties, cities and areas. 

There shall be continuous closed turkey season, except where a special spring season for bearded turkeys is provided for in 4VAC15-240-40, in the counties county of Accomack, Arlington, and Northampton; and in the cities of Chesapeake, Hampton, Newport News, Suffolk, and Virginia Beach. 

4VAC15-240-51. Youth fall turkey hunt.

In counties, cities, and areas with a fall turkey season, hunters 15 years of age and under may hunt turkey on the third Saturday in October when in compliance with applicable license requirements and when accompanied and directly supervised by an adult who has a valid Virginia hunting license on his person or is exempt from purchasing a hunting license. Adult hunters accompanying youth hunters on this day may assist with calling turkey but they shall not carry or discharge weapons.
VA.R. Doc. No. R07-807; Filed August 1, 2007, 10:30 a.m.
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