REGULATIONS

For information concerning the different types of regulations, see the Information Page.

Symbol Key

Roman type indicates existing text of regulations. Underscored language indicates proposed new text.
Language that has been stricken indicates proposed text for deletion.  Brackets are used in final regulations to indicate changes from the proposed regulation.

Regulations

TITLE 4. CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES

BOARD OF GAME AND INLAND FISHERIES

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The Board of Game and Inland Fisheries is exempt from the Administrative Process Act pursuant to subdivision A 3 of §2.2-4002 of the Code of Virginia when promulgating regulations regarding the management of wildlife. The board is required by §2.2-4031 of the Code of Virginia to publish all proposed and final wildlife management regulations, including length of seasons and bag limits allowed on the wildlife resources within the Commonwealth of Virginia.

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC

The Board of Game and Inland Fisheries has ordered to be published, pursuant to §§29.1-501 and 29.1-502 of the Code of Virginia, the following proposed amendments to board regulations. A public comment period on the proposed regulations opened July 24, 2007, and remains open until September 24, 2007. Comments submitted must be in writing; must be accompanied by the name, address and telephone number of the party offering the comments; should state the regulatory action desired; and should state the justification for the desired action. Comments may be submitted online at www.dgif.virginia.gov, mailed to the Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, Attn: Policy Analyst and Regulatory Coordinator, 4016 West Broad Street, Richmond, Virginia 23230, or emailed to regcomments@dgif.virginia.gov.

A public hearing on the advisability of adopting or amending and adopting the proposed regulations, or any parts thereof, will be held during a meeting of the board to take place at the Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, 4000 West Broad Street, Richmond, Virginia, beginning at 9 a.m. on Tuesday, October 16, 2007, at which time any interested citizen present shall be heard. If the board is satisfied that the proposed regulation, or any parts thereof, is advisable, in the form in which published or as amended after receipt of the public's comments, the board may adopt regulation amendments as final at the October 16 meeting.  The regulations or regulation amendments adopted may be either more liberal or more restrictive than those proposed and being advertised under this notice.

Proposed Regulation

Title of Regulation: 4VAC15-350. Fish: Gigs, Grab Hooks, Trotlines, Snares, Etc (amending 4VAC15-350-20, 4VAC15-350-30, 4VAC15-350-60, 4VAC15-350-70). 

Statutory Authority: §§29.1-103, 29.1-501 and 29.1-502 of the Code of Virginia.

Public Hearing Information:
October 16, 2007 - 9 a.m. - Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, 4000 West Broad Street, Richmond, VA

Public Comments: Public comments may be submitted until September 24, 2007.

Agency Contact: Phil Smith, Policy Analyst, Regulatory Coordinator, and Freedom of Information Officer, Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, 4016 West Broad Street, Richmond, VA 23230, telephone (804) 367-1000, FAX (804) 367-0488, or email regcomments@dgif.virginia.gov.

Summary:
The proposed amendments (i) add a reference to clarify the creel and length limits for nongame fish, (ii) add the word "common" to "carp," (iii) add northern snakehead to the list of fish that can be taken with a bow and arrow, (iv) remove "crossbows" from the prohibited type of bows and arrows, and (v) add a section to clarify that an unlimited number of common carp, northern snakehead, and gar can be taken with a bow and arrow, and snakeheads must be reported to the department.
4VAC15-350-20. Gigs, grab hooks, etc.; certain counties east of the Blue Ridge Mountains. 

It shall be lawful to take nongame fish (daily creel (possession) and length limits for nongame fish are found in 4VAC15-320-25) at any time by snagging, grabbing, snaring, gigging, and with a striking iron in all waters of the following counties, except public impoundments, the Roanoke (Staunton) and Dan rivers, the James River in Goochland County and those waters stocked by the department: Amelia, Appomattox, Brunswick, Buckingham, Campbell, Charlotte, Cumberland, Dinwiddie, Goochland, Greensville, Halifax, Louisa, Lunenburg, Mecklenburg, Nottoway, Pittsylvania and Prince Edward.

4VAC15-350-30. Gigs, grab hooks, etc.; certain counties west of the Blue Ridge Mountains. 

Except as otherwise provided by local legislation, it shall be lawful to take nongame fish (daily creel (possession) and length limits for nongame fish are found in 4VAC15-320-25) in the daytime by snagging, grabbing, snaring, gigging, and with a striking iron from April 1 through May 15, both dates inclusive, and October 1 through November 30, both dates inclusive, in the following waters: Buchanan County, all waters except Dismal River; Grayson County, New River; Lee County, Powell River; Russell County, Clinch River; Scott County, Clinch River and its tributaries; Tazewell County, Dry Run Creek; Washington County, Middle and South Forks of the Holston River; Wise County, Clinch River. The bag limit for taking suckers or red horse provided for in this section shall be 20 per day.

4VAC15-350-60. Trotlines, juglines or set poles. 

A. Generally. Except as otherwise provided by local legislation and by subsection B of this section, and except on waters stocked with trout and within 600 feet of any dam, it shall be lawful to use trotlines, juglines or set poles for the purpose of taking nongame fish (daily creel (possession) and length limits for nongame fish are found in 4VAC15-320-25) and turtles (limits for turtles are found in 4VAC15-360-10), provided that no live bait is used. Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, live bait other than game fish may be used on trotlines to take catfish in the Clinch River in the Counties of Russell, Scott and Wise. Any person setting or in possession of a trotline, jugline or set pole shall have it clearly marked by permanent means with his name, address and telephone number, and is required to check all lines at least once each day and remove all fish and animals caught. This requirement shall not apply to landowners on private ponds, nor to a bona fide tenant or lessee on private ponds within the bounds of land rented or leased by him, nor to anyone transporting any such device from its place of purchase. 

B. Quantico Marine Reservation. It shall be unlawful to fish with trotlines in any waters within the confines of Quantico Marine Reservation.

4VAC15-350-70. Taking common carp, northern snakehead, and gar with bow and arrow.

A. Season. Except as otherwise provided by local legislation or as posted, it shall be lawful to take common carp, northern snakehead, and gar from the public inland waters of the Commonwealth, except waters stocked with trout, by means of bow and arrow. 

B. Crossbows, poison Poison arrows or explosive-head arrows prohibited. It shall be unlawful to use a crossbow, poison arrows or arrows with explosive heads at any time for the purpose of taking common carp, northern snakehead, or gar in the public inland waters of the Commonwealth. 

C. Fishing license required. All persons taking fish in the manner mentioned in this section shall be required to have a regular fishing license. 

D. Creel limits. Common carp, northern snakehead, and gar – unlimited, provided that any angler taking northern snakehead immediately kill such fish and notify the department, as soon as practicable, of such actions. 
VA.R. Doc. No. R07-822; Filed August 1, 2007, 10:31 a.m.
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