REGULATIONS

For information concerning the different types of regulations, see the Information Page.

Symbol Key

Roman type indicates existing text of regulations. Underscored language indicates proposed new text.
Language that has been stricken indicates proposed text for deletion.  Brackets are used in final regulations to indicate changes from the proposed regulation.

Regulations

TITLE 4. CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES

BOARD OF GAME AND INLAND FISHERIES

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The Board of Game and Inland Fisheries is exempt from the Administrative Process Act pursuant to subdivision A 3 of §2.2-4002 of the Code of Virginia when promulgating regulations regarding the management of wildlife. The board is required by §2.2-4031 of the Code of Virginia to publish all proposed and final wildlife management regulations, including length of seasons and bag limits allowed on the wildlife resources within the Commonwealth of Virginia.

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC

The Board of Game and Inland Fisheries has ordered to be published, pursuant to §§29.1-501 and 29.1-502 of the Code of Virginia, the following proposed amendments to board regulations. A public comment period on the proposed regulations opened July 24, 2007, and remains open until September 24, 2007. Comments submitted must be in writing; must be accompanied by the name, address and telephone number of the party offering the comments; should state the regulatory action desired; and should state the justification for the desired action. Comments may be submitted online at www.dgif.virginia.gov, mailed to the Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, Attn: Policy Analyst and Regulatory Coordinator, 4016 West Broad Street, Richmond, Virginia 23230, or emailed to regcomments@dgif.virginia.gov.

A public hearing on the advisability of adopting or amending and adopting the proposed regulations, or any parts thereof, will be held during a meeting of the board to take place at the Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, 4000 West Broad Street, Richmond, Virginia, beginning at 9 a.m. on Tuesday, October 16, 2007, at which time any interested citizen present shall be heard. If the board is satisfied that the proposed regulation, or any parts thereof, is advisable, in the form in which published or as amended after receipt of the public's comments, the board may adopt regulation amendments as final at the October 16 meeting.  The regulations or regulation amendments adopted may be either more liberal or more restrictive than those proposed and being advertised under this notice.

Proposed Regulation

Title of Regulation: 4VAC15-70. Game: Bobcat (amending 4VAC15-70-50; adding 4VAC15-70-70).

Statutory Authority: §§29.1-103, 29.1-501 and 29.1-502 of the Code of Virginia.

Public Hearing Information:
October 16, 2007 - 9 a.m. - Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, 4000 West Broad Street, Richmond, VA

Public Comments: Public comments may be submitted until September 24, 2007.

Agency Contact: Phil Smith, Policy Analyst, Regulatory Coordinator, and Freedom of Information Officer, Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, 4016 West Broad Street, Richmond, VA 23230, telephone (804) 367-1000, FAX (804) 367-0488, or email regcomments@dgif.virginia.gov.

Summary:
The proposed amendments (i) remove the requirement to affix a Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) seal on bobcats that are mounted or tanned for personal use (not sold) and (ii) add a provision for the department to authorize individuals to affix CITES tags to bobcats themselves instead of requiring tagging by an "agent" of the department.
The proposed amendments also (i) establish a new mandatory automated harvest reporting system for all bobcats harvested by hunters and trappers and describe the procedures for reporting the harvest of bobcat within 24 hours after the kill and (ii) provide for a confirmation process as proof of compliance with the regulation.
4VAC15-70-50. Pelts to be sealed before sale, etc. 

It shall be unlawful to tan, mount, buy, sell, barter, exchange, traffic or trade in, bargain for, solicit for, purchase, or transport out of the Commonwealth, any bobcat pelts until the pelts have been sealed by an agent of or other individual designated by the department. All bobcat pelts or unskinned carcasses required to be sealed under the provisions of this section must be sealed not later than April 1 of the license year in which the animal is taken. 

4VAC15-70-70. Checking requirements.
Any hunter or trapper who kills a bobcat shall report the kill within 24 hours through the department’s automated harvest reporting system. At such time, the person reporting the kill will be furnished with a confirmation number. The hunter or trapper shall immediately record this confirmation number in a location where it can later be retrieved to prove compliance with checking requirements or to request a department seal. Any bobcat received by a taxidermist for mounting or tanning shall have written documentation securely attached to the carcass that includes the full name of the hunter or trapper, date of kill, and the harvest confirmation number.
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