REGULATIONS

For information concerning the different types of regulations, see the Information Page.

Symbol Key

Roman type indicates existing text of regulations. Underscored language indicates proposed new text.
Language that has been stricken indicates proposed text for deletion.  Brackets are used in final regulations to indicate changes from the proposed regulation.

Regulations

TITLE 8. EDUCATION
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

Fast-Track Regulation

Title of Regulation: 8VAC20-500. Regulations Governing Student Insurance Programs TC "8VAC20-500. Regulations Governing Student Insurance Programs (Fast-Track)" \f C \l "1"  (repealing 8VAC20-500-10). 
Statutory Authority: §22.1-16 of the Code of Virginia.

Public Hearing Information: No public hearings are scheduled. 

Public comments: Public comments may be submitted until 5 p.m. on December 12, 2007.

Effective Date: January 1, 2008. 

Agency Contact: Dr. Margaret N. Roberts, Office of Policy & Communications, Department of Education, Post Office Box 2120, 101 N. 14th St., 25th Floor, Richmond, VA 23219, telephone (804) 225-2540, FAX (804) 225-2524, or email margaret.roberts@doe.virginia.gov.

Basis: Section 22.1-16 of the Code of Virginia provides that "The Board of Education may adopt bylaws for its own governance and promulgate such regulations as may be necessary to carry out its powers and duties and the provisions of this title." This regulation does not require local school divisions to purchase insurance; it only permits them to do so. Since school divisions can already purchase student accident insurance coverage for school-related injuries, and this regulation does not require them to do so, it is unnecessary and should be repealed.

Purpose: This regulation does not require local school divisions to do anything; it merely permits them to do so. Therefore, it is unnecessary and should be repealed.

Rationale for Using Fast-Track Process: The repeal of this regulation will not be controversial because it does not require local school divisions to do anything. School divisions can already purchase the insurance covered by this regulation and will continue to do so.  Therefore, the regulation is unnecessary.

Substance: No changes are being made to this regulation. It is being repealed.

Issues: The advantage to the public, the Department of Education, and local school divisions is the elimination of a regulation that is unnecessary. There are no disadvantages.

Department of Planning and Budget's Economic Impact Analysis:
Summary of the Proposed Amendments to Regulation. The Board of Education (Board) proposes to repeal these regulations.

Result of Analysis. The benefits likely exceed the costs for all proposed changes.

Estimated Economic Impact. These brief regulations specify that local school divisions may purchase "student accident insurance coverage for school-related injuries" and that "no school division is to receive credit for sums expended in providing insurance in the distribution of state aid funds." As pointed out by the Department of Education, local school divisions are free to purchase student accident insurance whether or not this language exists in administrative code. School divisions do not receive credit for sums expended in providing insurance in the distribution of state aid funds, and are not expected to receive such credit with the elimination of these regulations. Thus the repeal of these regulations will have no impact beyond saving readers of regulations some time.

Businesses and Entities Affected. There are currently 132 school divisions in the Commonwealth. No school division or other entity is significantly affected by the repeal of these regulations.

Localities Particularly Affected. No localities are significantly affected.

Projected Impact on Employment. Repealing these regulations will not affect employment.

Effects on the Use and Value of Private Property. Repealing these regulations will not affect the use and value of private property.

Small Businesses: Costs and Other Effects. Repealing these regulations will not affect small businesses.

Small Businesses: Alternative Method that Minimizes Adverse Impact. Repealing these regulations will not affect small businesses.

Real Estate Development Costs. Repealing these regulations will not affect real estate development costs.

Legal Mandate. The Department of Planning and Budget (DPB) has analyzed the economic impact of this proposed regulation in accordance with §2.2-4007.04 of the Administrative Process Act and Executive Order Number 36 (06). Section 2.2-4007.04 requires that such economic impact analyses include, but need not be limited to, the projected number of businesses or other entities to whom the regulation would apply, the identity of any localities and types of businesses or other entities particularly affected, the projected number of persons and employment positions to be affected, the projected costs to affected businesses or entities to implement or comply with the regulation, and the impact on the use and value of private property.  Further, if the proposed regulation has adverse effect on small businesses, §2.2-4007.04 requires that such economic impact analyses include (i) an identification and estimate of the number of small businesses subject to the regulation; (ii) the projected reporting, recordkeeping, and other administrative costs required for small businesses to comply with the regulation, including the type of professional skills necessary for preparing required reports and other documents; (iii) a statement of the probable effect of the regulation on affected small businesses; and (iv) a description of any less intrusive or less costly alternative methods of achieving the purpose of the regulation. The analysis presented above represents DPB’s best estimate of these economic impacts.

Agency's Response to the Department of Planning and Budget's Economic Impact Analysis: The agency agrees with the economic impact analysis done by the Department of Planning Budget. The agency will continue to examine the economic and administrative impact of the regulations as they progress through the Administrative Process Act process.

Summary:
The Regulations Governing Student Insurance Programs (8VAC20-500-10) was adopted on or before September 1, 1980. This regulation has not been amended since that time. It authorizes, but does not require, local school divisions to purchase, at their discretion, student accident insurance coverage for school-related injuries. The regulation is unnecessary and proposed to be repealed.
VA.R. Doc. No. R08-743; Filed October 24, 2007, 10:26 a.m. 
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